
   

 

How We Do It  

Conferencing is at the root of our Wesleyan tradition. Yet it is sometimes a very confusing and 
seemingly complicated event. Many United Methodists today just want to know if their pastor was 
moved at conference or do we have him or her for another year. Then thereôs ordination that takes 
place at the Annual Conference. Few United Methodists understand what takes place there. Whatôs 
a deacon? Why is a deacon different from and elder? Whatôs an elder? 

Actually our Annual Conference is more of a geographical designation than an event. When we 
gather in Springfield it is our Annual Conference Session. Our Annual Conference is called the Mis-
souri Annual Conference and it has the same borders as the state. Not all annual conferences are 
bordered as such but ours is. 

There is actually a lot of business that takes place during the session as well as workshops and 
some fun events. Itôs at the session of Annual Conference that the next budget is discussed and ap-
proved. Mission projects and what we will support on our six great hours of sharing are approved, 
clergy are ordained, and yes, appointments are fixed by the bishop. 

Several have asked about the different classifications of clergy. Weôve had a task force in the 
United Methodist Church that has continued to study the order of ministry for the last 30 years. 
Theyôre still at it. The current Book of Discipline has two categories of clergy that are ordained. One 
is the deacon in full connection. This category was introduced in the 1996 Book of Discipline. We 
see an example of this kind of deacon in our own Pastor J.C.  A United Methodist deacon is a cler-
gyperson called by God and ordained by a bishop to a servant ministry of word and service. A dea-
conôs ministry connects worship with service to God in the world. The deacon does not consecrate 
the elements for communion nor do baptisms.  However the deacon assists the elder in the sacra-
ments. Deacons are not in the itinerate system, meaning they find their own employment and if the 
employment is deemed appropriate, the bishop will appoint them to that ministry. 

The other ordained clergyperson is called an Elder. The elder has primary responsibility for Word, 
the apostolic task of the faithful transmission of the faith and proclamation of the Word of God. For 
the elder, this includes primary responsibility for the preaching and teaching ministry. The unique 
focus of the elder is the responsibility for administration of the sacraments and the ordering of the 
ministry of the church. The elder is in the itinerate ministry and is guaranteed an appointment.  
However, when the bishop appoints an elder to a new charge the elder moves. 

 

- continued on page 2 - 
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How We Do It ðcontinued  

There is another classification of clergy in our current discipline that is called the Local 
Pastor.  A local pastor has the same duties as an elder but it is restricted to the charge 
where the local pastor is appointed. This clergyperson is not ordained but is licensed. 
The local pastor is not guaranteed an appointment and if there is no place for a local 
pastor he or she is no longer licensed and therefore not appointed. 

One other category of pastor in the current discipline is called the Lay Missioner. This 
person does not have sacramental authority and is expected to serve in a local church. 
The lay missioner has some training and relies on an elder for guidance and conse-
crating the communion element and doing baptisms. 

We have other clergy categories that are holdovers from older disciplines. I am an ex-
ample of clergy from an older discipline. I am an ordained Deacon-Associate Member. 
This track into full-time ministry is no longer available. I am one of only 12 in our con-
ference in this category. I have the same duties as an elder. I am in the itinerate sys-
tem and I am guaranteed an appointment. I am ordained to administer the sacraments, 
the proclamation of the Word and the faithful transmission of the faith. A deacon-
associate member is not called to guidance and supervision in the ordering of ministry. 
For that reason I cannot be elected to be a delegate to the General Conference or the 
Jurisdictional Conference. I do serve on the Board of Ordained ministry which is re-
sponsible for leading candidates through the process leading to ordination. 

There are numerous tracks one can take into full-time ministry. God calls each of us in 
different ways and the United Methodist Church provides those tracks. If you have an 
inclination that God is calling you into full-time ministry let me assure you that it is well 
worth exploring. If you are a young person or more seasoned, God can use you. 

I have answered that call and I can tell you that working for our loving God is different 
than anything I have ever experienced. It is very fulfilling and I have never looked back. 
I am thrilled that my appointment for 2009-2010 is at Bethel. Helen and I look forward 
to another year of ministry making a difference in our community. 

If you would like to know more about clergy in our church or if you would like to explore 
candidacy please call, email, text or contact me. Weôll talk while you let God encourage 
you. 

God bless you, 

Pastor Len 

NEW SPECIAL MERCHANT GIFT CARDS 

Dillards - $50.00   Golf  Galaxy - $50.00 
Jack in the Box - $10.00  K B Toys - $10.00  Mimi's Cafe - $25.00 
Office Max - $25.00   Red Robin - $10.00  Shell - $25.00 & $50.00 
Straub's - $25.00 & $50.00  Subway - $10.00  T.J. Max - $10.00 
Uno's - $10.00 & $25.00  Pottery Barn/Pottery Barn Kids - $25.00 

Just Me Apparel & Fischer's School Uniforms - $10.00 
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July 26  8th Sunday after Pentecost  
Theme:  Blessings of God 
Scripture:  Matthew 10: 28-33 
Message:  Honoring God in our Finances 
Liturgist:  Jeff Fothergill 
Greeters:  9:00 a.m.ðLeonhard Ries 
        10:30 a.m.ðKarl Schoenefeld 
AV Technician:  9:00 a.m.ðCarla DeSalme
       10:30 a.m.ðKeith Coleman 

One-Room Sunday School ðNina Lantz 

Bus Driver ðDon Plank 

 

THROUGH THE SANCTUARY DOORS . . . 

July 5   5th Sunday after Pentecost  
Theme:  Salvation brings freedom with  
      responsibility 
Scripture:  Hosea 13:4,5 
Message:  Portraits of God: Holy God as 
         Powerful Redeemer 
Liturgist:  Rev. J.C. Sowers III 
Greeters:  9:00 a.m.ðBrenda Krueger 
      10:30 a.m.ðToni Samsel 
AV Technician:  9:00 a.m.ðGary Hayes 
     10:30 a.m.ðKeith Coleman 

One-Room Sunday School ð 
    Alison Verbeck 

Bus Driver ðJeff Fothergill 

 

 

July 12  6th Sunday after Pentecost  
Theme:  Submission to Authority 
Scripture:  1 Timothy 6:11-16 
Message:  :  Portraits of God: Holy God as  
            Sovereign King 
Liturgist:   
Greeters: 9:00 a.m.ðJeff & Becky Roberts 
     10:30 a.m.ðJudy Curry 
AV Technician:  9:00 a.m.ðBruce Lenox
     10:30 a.m.ðPeter Plank 
One-Room Sunday School ðBarbara Strum 

Bus Driver ðJeff Roberts 

 

July 19  7th Sunday after Pentecost  
Theme:  Godôs Caring Goodness 
Scripture:  John 10:1-18 
Message:  :  Portraits of God: Holy God as 
  Good Shepherd 
 Liturgist:  Carla DeSalme 
Greeters:  9:00 a.m.ðDonna Wacker 
      10:30 a.m.ðJudy Curry 
AV Technician:  9:00 a.m.ðGary Hayes 
     10:30 a.m.ðCarla DeSalme 

One-Room Sunday School ð 

   Sherryl Rohlf 

Bus Driver ðMike Lantz 

 

 

Bethel Choir is in 

Summer Format  

Listen each Sunday for 

the Special Music 
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A DOOR OF OPPORTUNITY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take A Coffee Break With BETHEL 

FRIENDS!  

Wednesday Mornings, 

10-11:30 a.m. 

Childcare Available 
 

  Enjoy a casual Bible study over a cup of coffee while your children (if you bring yours) 

have a good time together under the care of our childcare staff at Bethel. 

 

 Learn from the diverse women from the New Testament and be challenged by them to draw 

closer to God. Weôll look at women such as Elizabeth, Herodias, a Canaanite woman, Mary and Martha, 

Sapphira, Lydia, Euodia and Syntyche, and Priscilla.  
 

Starts Wednesday, July 1, 2009 
Meets at the lower class room across from the elevator 

Personal class books available for $7 each 

Bring your Bible! 

 

* * * * * *  
 

Reading the Bible without meditating on it is like trying to eat without swallowing. ~ Anonymous 
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Refrigerator Door 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Looking toward the August 

Open Door 

DeadlineñMonday, July 20  

Camp E.D.G.E. VBS Report 

Bucket Challenge Results  

PLANNING FOR UPCOMING EVENTS  

September 26 Chicken Supper &  

Craft Boutique  

October 24 Annual Auction  

Itõs not too late to register  

or VOLUNTEER!  
See your Sunday bulletin or call the office 

for either form.  

Camp E.D.G.E. is an action -packed, 

adrenaline-filled expedition to an Ex-

treme Adventure camp that teaches 

kids their strength and might come 

from God.  

 Bible School 
July13th - 17th  

 6 to 8:30 p.m.  

 

 

 
 

Do you have a collection of Business Re-

ply envelopes from the Open Door?  We 

can re-use them for the next newslet-

ter.  Did you send out the VBS post-

card?  There is still time and we will be 

putting it in the bulletin again soon.  If 

you donõt intend to use it, recycle it. 

There are blue bins at both sanctuary 

entrances and in Fellowship Hall.  

Do you recycle the bulletins at home?  

If not, use our bins here.  

 

¶ Cereal  

¶ Jelly  

¶ Spaghetti Sauce  

¶ Boxed Meals  

¶ Shampoo  

¶ Bath Soap  

¶ Paper Towels  

¶ Toilet Paper  
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GIFT CARDS  
 

Please remember that every Sunday during fellowship we have the follow-

ing gift cards available for your purchase: 

Dierbergôs $ 25.00 & $100.00 

Shop n Save $ 25.00 & $100.00 

Walmart  $ 25.00, $50.00, & $100.00 

 

You can also order cards from over 70 additional merchants; some new ones have been added 

within the last month.  So, please stop by our table during fellowship and pick up this new gift 

card list.  You may even take it home for bringing back the next week with your or-

der.  With your order and check/cash to cover we will place your order and have it 

ready for you to pick up the following week during fellowship. 

It just doesnôt get any easier than this!  

  

Remember all the birthdays, anniversaries, and special occasions that you have coming up in 

the near future.  Why not give a gift card to those persons!  That is easy shopping for you and 

fun shopping for the recipient.   

 

The Gift Card Committee 

Heard through the Keyhole  

 

Through the  Wider Door  

Congratulations Bethel !  

You did it again....  

 

Bethel sent a total of 146 infant and toddler shoes for the òCarolyn 

Belshe Orphanageó in Mozambique.  Of the 146 donated,  almost 100 pair were donated 

by òWalmartó...thanks to the effort of Carol Brown.  They were shipped on May 21st  by 

Karl Schoenefeld to the Platte Woods UMC in Kansas City.  And, their mission  team left 

on June 5 th  with a total of about 1,000 pairs of shoes for delivery to the orphanage.  

Can you just see the smiles and laughter when these little children decide on which pair 

and what color to pick from this very generous gift.  

So....again thank you for being such a wonderful church family.  You are all so appreciated!  

òThe Bethel Outreach Teamó 
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