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How Many Times?

Recently, the lectionary gospel lesson told of the time that the Apostle Peter asked the Lord how many times we are
expected to forgive someone. Jesus basically told him that a Christian constantly forgives. He answered with a math
equation that was almost 500 times. That meant we don't keep track of the number of times. This was over the top for
Peter and his cronies since the practice at the time was forgiving 3 times. They thought that was generous. They
probably wondered if what Jesus said was even possible.

There's a saying with several variations that goes something like, "Fool me once, shame on you. Fool me twice, shame on
me.” That's a saying that goes back quite a ways. It can be found in a 1611 publication called Tar/ton’s Jests, and again
in 1650 in A. Walton's " Secret History of King James I." Of course the idea is that I no longer trust the person that
fooled me and I will forever be watching them in the future. However, what a lack of trust describes is a broken or
destroyed relationship. As Christians we are all about restoring relationships.

When Peter asked the above question, Jesus told a story about a person who was forgiven much and then turned
around and was merciless to another. The story shows that if we can't forgive there's a very good chance that we
haven't fully realized what God has done for us through Jesus Christ. The Apostle, Paul, encouraged his readers in
Rome to " Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted you so that God will be given glory.” (Romans 15:7).

I believe that forgiveness is a major component in hospitality. Some, who have felt offended, choose not to speak to
the of fender—ever again! I've known of siblings that will not speak to each other and haven't in years. It carries over
to the children so that cousins don't speak. That's not hospitality. That's unforgiveness. According to Jesus, if we can't
forgive then we haven't understood the forgiveness offered to us.

Bishop Schnase speaks of radical hospitality. For some, to offer any hospitality is radical, but that's not exactly what
Bishop Schnase means. Others feel they're being hospitable if they aren't being rude. Some of the visitors to Bethel
Church report on the friendliness of the church. Others have not experienced the hospitality when they visited. We
want to be known as a welcoming and friendly church. Most churches claim to be friendly. We enjoy it when visitors
come to worship with us. Radical hospitality would be more than giving them a nod. How often must a person visit be-
fore we feel comfortable in greeting them with our name? Seven times?

The next time you see someone at church that you don't know, be radical. Greet them and let them know that you are
genuinely glad that they are here. Perhaps you even have some common likes or acquaintances. I know that's radical,
but that's the point. Rather than tell them about our fellowship, escort them there. Be excited about it. Try to get to
them before anyone else can. Be the person they'll always remember at Bethel. Be the friendly, radical hospitality face
of Bethel Church. Here's a simple way to greet—WEAR YOUR NAME TAG!

Know that at Bethel Church you are loved, forgiven and cherished. Bless you,

Pastor Len




[: THROUGH THE SANCTUARY DOORS. ..

October 2 World Communion Sunday
Theme: Care for God's world Scripture: Matthew 21:33-46
Message: "Whose World Is It?"

SERVI CE:

LI TURGI ST: Dot Pendleton

GREETERS: Love Family Love Family
WORSHI P

USHERS: Bob Morice John Snider & Bert Foster

AV TECHNI CI{AN: <UNI DENTI F1 E [pCarla DeSalme

SUNDAY SCHOOL TRANSPORTATI ON

Nursery & Preschool Ginger Doherty Bus Driver Karl Schoenefeld

Rotation K-3: Carla DeSalme Minivan —

Rotation 4-8: Alison Verbeck Breakfast Larry Blair & Dave Strickland

Adult Bible Study @ 9 am G. Gaehle, Leader 1st Fellowship

Contemporary Issues @ 9 am | Various Leaders 2nd Fellowship

Beginnings @ 10:30 am

October 9 17™ Sunday after Pentecost
Theme: God's call to each of us Scripture: Matthew 22:1—14
Message: "“RSVP"

SERVI CE: 9 AM 10: 30 AM

| TURGI ST: — Karl Schoenefeld

WORSHI
GREETERS: Sharon Cameron Sharon Cameron

USHERS: Bob Morice John Snider & Bert Foster

AV TECHNI CI|Gay Hayes Keith Coleman

SUNDAY SCHOOL TRANSPORTATI ON

Nursery & Preschool Ginger Doherty Bus Driver Karen Fincher

Rotation K-3: Diana Camden Minivan —

Rotation 4-8: Connie Pautz Breakfast Sue Easterby & Carla DeSalme

Adult Bible Study @ 9 am G. Gaehle, Leader 1st Fellowship

Contemporary Issues @ 9 am | Various Leaders 2nd Fellowship

Beginnings @ 10:30 am




[: THROUGH THE SANCTUARY DOORS. ..

October 16 18™ Sunday after Pentecost
Theme: Laity Sunday Scripture:
Message: (Guest Speaker)

SERVI CE:

WORSHI | TURGI ST: Sheila Olive

GREETERS: Sherryl Rohlf

USHERS: Bob Morice John Snider & Bert Foster

AV TECHNI CI|&8hHdéan Muthukumaru Margie Muthukumaru

SUNDAY SCHOOL TRANSPORTATI ON

Nursery & Preschool Ginger Doherty Bus Driver Dave Strickland

Rotation K-3: Diana Camden Minivan —

Rotation 4-8: Carol Fothergill Breakfast Alison Verbeck & Carla DeSalme

Adult Bible Study @ 9 am G. Gaehle, Leader 1st Fellowship

Contemporary Issues @ 9 am | Various Leaders 2nd Fellowship

Beginnings @ 10:30 am

October 23 19™ Sunday after Pentecost
Theme: Can love be commanded? Scripture: Matthew 22:33-46
Message: "You Can't Make Me—Can You?"

SERVI CE: 9 AM 10: 30 AM

| TURGI ST: — Margie Muthukumaru

WORSHI
GREETERS: Sharon Cameron Sharon Cameron

USHERS: John Snider & Bert Foster

AV TECHNI CI|&aia DeSalme Gary Hayes

SUNDAY SCHOOL TRANSPORTATI ON

Nursery & Preschool Ginger Doherty Bus Driver Tom Koonce

Rotation K-3: Connie Pautz Minivan —

Rotation 4-8: Carla DeSalme Breakfast Gary Hayes & Jeff Roberts

Adult Bible Study @ 9 am G. Gaehle, Leader 1st Fellowship

Contemporary Issues @ 9 am | Various Leaders 2nd Fellowship

Beginnings @ 10:30 am




: THROUGH THE SANCTUARY DOORS. .. :j

October 30 20™ Sunday af ter Pentecost
Theme: Leading in the Christian life Scripture: Matthew 23:1-12
Message: "The Danger of Being Religious”

SERVI CE: 9 AM 10: 30 AM

| TURGI ST: — Karl Schoenefeld
WORSHI

GREETERS: Ruth Anne Krueger Ruth Anne Krueger

USHERS: Bob Morice John Snider & Bert Foster

AV TECHNI CI|Aosh Ocuaman <UNI DENTI FI ED>

SUNDAY SCHOOL TRANSPORTATI ON & FELLOWWS

Nursery & Preschool Ginger Doherty Bus Driver Gary Hayes

Rotation K-3: Carol Fothergill Minivan —

Rotation 4-8: Diana Camden Breakfast Steve Pautz & Evan Pautz

Adult Bible Study @ 9 am G. Gaehle, Leader 1st Fellowship

Contemporary Issues @ 9 am | Various Leaders 2nd Fellowship

Beginnings @ 10:30 am

Hi everyone....

Diane and I would like to express the appreciation we have for the

members of Bethel, and with the outpouring of phone calls and letters

from the gracious people in our congregation. Even though we have

only been members for a short time, we have been accepted and

nurtured with the blessing of this group of genuine people and it is our

honor to have this association. thank
yOu

I am doing well and Diane and I are going to Florida with our delayed "

vacation and won'’t be able to attend this Sunday’s service, but we will

leave with a full stomach (Saturday’s chicken dinner), and a full heart

for the GOOD PEOPLE OF BETHEL.

Thanks to all,
oo
Tom and Diane Koonce -~
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Chongoene, Mozambique
September 4, 2011

See page 6 for details!



A Sending
N Ministry

The following is an update we received from our Covenant
partner in Chongoene, Mozambique!

Source of Lifei Chongoene Report
September 14, 2011

The Chongoene UM partnership with brothers and sisters of the Bethel UMC in Missouri, in the USA
shared profound love through mercifuln@sgrovision of food to those who are hungry andiakdio those
who are thirsty, and visit the sick, etc.

Through activities developed by the project Source of Wieare able to help 42 orphan and vulnerable
children, providing miniram conditions for their survival. Truly it is not an easy task, becafithe amount ¢
needs for their growth artd sustain their liveHowever, it is difficult to meet all those needs, but we are
prioritizing the following: support their education initiatives in order to guarantee their future; help them
through provisan of food to gain strength to study and develop some activities; provide clothing whene!
possible to minimize nudity.

From the $1,761.0@re have just received from our covenant partners, we have purchased school mate
food and some layers as fols: 2 bags of beans, 5 bags of 50kgs of rice, 22 bags of 12.5kgs of corn me
note pads2 packages of 50 pens each (blue and red), 6 boxes of pencils and 8 hens with 2 bags of an

The distribution took place last September 04, 2011 artucald benefited with 10 writing pads, 2 pens, 4
pencils, 10 kgs of rice, 2 kgs of beans, 12.5kg of corn meal, and finaBypl@inedo the caretakers the
importance of the project.

We pray and thank God for this opportunity to serve the needy p&glpray for our covenant partners an
our representative, Ezequiel who helps us in many regards of church development.
Find enclosed photos of the distribution process.

ChongoeneSeptembef 4, 2011

Rev. Eduardo Filipe Angelo



Nate Burger
Matt Cheung
Sue Easterby
Betty Flemming
Arlene Gaehle
Greg Gaehle
Mitchell Hayes
Kim Hotze-Smith
Melissa Lantz
Kelsey Lenox
Jeff Lester
Louella Phipps
Peter Plank
Carolyn Reed

Happy Anniversary!

Larry & Janet Blair October 17
Nate & Barbara Burger October 18
Frederick & Carla DeSalme October 30
Bert & Wanda Foster October 21
Scott & Tracey Rue October 17
Hardy & Dodie Warren October 9
LY
HAPPYB/RTHDA)_(.% d 4 d =
October 18 l ‘ '
October 18 ..[“‘
October 9 _
October 7
October 21 ”
October 8 w
October 25
October 17 Dale Reed October 3
October 5 Tracey Rue October 22
October 21 Toni Samsel October 28
October 19 Caroline Sutcliffe October 31
October 2 Mark Verbeck October 1
October 9 Katie Warren October 30
October 19 Dee Wiegand October 19



“Winter Wonderland” Auction
November 5, 2011
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Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Dinner at 6:00 p.m.

Silent Auction - 5:30 —7:00 pm Oral Auction —7:15-8:15 pm
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Chef: Linnie Strickland

HORS D %0 E VegdeEdstilla roll up;

Salami & cheese kabobs
‘k Veggie Tray; Relish Tray;
Deviled eggs

Entrée: Toasted almond chicken

with orange cream sauce,
Savory green beans
and mashed potatoes

Dessert: Cheesecake with strawberries

3

/) . »* * o

Tickets will be sold in fellowship hall after each of the services in October. Don’t wait...due to restricted
space, seating is limited to only 100 people.

Adults - $15.00  Children - $10.00 (children 6-12) 5 yrs. And under — Free

If you would like to donate to the Auction and are not sure what to donate, we will have some ideas. We will
have Idea Baskets located in both the front and back of tge church. Please choose a strip, purchase your do-
nation and place it in the donation box located in Fellowship hall. Don’t forget, we still need gift cards for our
gift card bouquet that we will be raffling off at the Auction.

If you have any questions, please see Carla DeSalme, Diana Camden, Carol Fothergill, Chylene Daub, or Linnie
Strickland.



_ From Two of Our Young Adults
~ at College...

Monday, September 21
Dear Bethel,

Thank you so much for the check you sent me. I appreciate not only the money, but your kind thoughts
for me. It was such a wonderful feeling to receive a card from you all. I'm grateful for that. I miss you
all very much and the close-knit family feeling I always get whenever I walk into Bethel. It's like coming
home.

T've gone to the chapel service the campus holds several times. On September 11, the University Choir
sang a movement from the Mass we're preparing for our fall concert, and this past Sunday, I sang a solo
for the Family Weekend service. It's a nice service and I enjoy it, but it's difficult to find a very in-
tense spiritual renewal since they try to be all inclusive with readings from the Tora and the Quran. It's
interesting to see how other faiths relate fo my own, but I don't feel quite as spiritually satisfied as I
would like. There is a church off campus that students attend. I wrote my name down on the sign-up
sheet, but have not yet attended because of my musical activities.

Other than that, things have been going well. I'm keeping up with my school work and making plenty of
really great friends. I'm also attending a student Bible study on Monday nights. So yeah, school is
great, my room is clean most (some) of the time, and I'm enjoying myself even

as I miss you all terribly. Thank you for everything. 3 T

All my love, | é) |

Kathleen Fincher

Dear Bethel,

I would like to thank all of you for welcoming me into your church the past 5
years. I have enjoyed being a part of Bethel and playing violin in the Praise
Team.

Thank you so much for your generous scholarship contribution and gift card. It
will definitely help me to pay for my books and supplies for college. I really
appreciate everything Bethel and the Praise Team has done
for me.

Thanks for supporting me on my college journey. I look
forward to visiting when I'm back in St. Louis!

Jessica DiMariano




(‘\N’; ) Annual Cookie Walk & Craft Boutique
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r = Get those mixers and cookie sheets ready! We need cookies and
COG o W ]k candy for this year's Cookie Walk. Cookies may be delivered to the
e a church either Thursday, December 1st or Friday, December 2nd,
from 11:00 to 1:00. If you can't bring them until Saturday, please

have them ready to put on the table in your container by 8:30a.m. Cookies & candy will be sold
for $7.00 per pound.

Please tag your containers with the name of the cookie and the ingredients; in particular, we need
to know if they contain nuts, coconut, and/or peanut butter. If you want your container back,
please put your name on the container. All containers will be left in the kitchen.

As usual, you can buy a cookie this year for 10 cents and get a cup of coffee. Rest after
shopping or relax while your companion shops. If you have any questions about the Cookie Walk,
please give Arlene Gaehle a call at the number listed below. Please remember, the profits from
the Cookie Walk will be used to assist those in need through missions.

Don't forget this is a shopping opportunity as welll The Bethel Crafters will
be sponsoring their Christmas Boutique, featuring new holiday decorations,

beautiful homemade items, table decorations of all sorts, and a red/purple

area for those who belong or have friends that belong to the Red Hat club.
This will be a perfect time to do some Christmas shopping for friends or

: family members!
Bethel Crafters __—/

Bethel's quilters will have their delicious homemade breads, beautiful knitted <= el
scarves & crocheted potholders, etc. &=
==

e i

‘C H I Lf Hungry, but trying to save the cookies and candy for a2,
. later? As in the past, a chili lunch will be served. Other
! G\ " () T—

+ snack items will be available throughout the Walk.

Come and browse and have a fun day with your friends. Call these ladies with
any questions:

! Cookie Walk: Arlene (636-394-9553)
Bethel Crafters: Ruth Ann (636-273-5537)
Bethel Quilters: Marcella (636-458-3453)
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How would you answer these questions:

How do you condense the many years of Bible teaching we take for granted, and answer the
most important questions of Christianity...in just a few weeks?

How can you attend the Praise Service, still participate in organized Bible study, and still increase your knowledge of the
Christian faith?

Where do you start? Let's start at the Beginning!

Beginningshe name of the new course that will start on October 2 and continue every Sunday at 10:30 am in

Classroom 3. In Beg/nn/ng&'u study the most basic themes of Christianity and explore the most fundamental
guestions of religion, such as:

What is Sin? What is Salvation? Who is Jesus and What Did He Do?
Can | Be Forgiven? What Happens When | Die?

A first step is a beginning, and you're invited to take the first (or next) step on your faith walk by joining Beg/nn/ngs
beginning October 2. You may join after October 2nd.

Please call the office (636-458-2255) to request a book!

%TE TO GROW ST. LOUI S

Monsanto has a long history of providing generous support to the St. Louis region, donating approximately $9 million last
year and more than $97 million since 2000. Now is your chance to vote for the St. Louis area non-profit projects you think
Monsanto should support.

Over 300 St. Louis area non-profits, including The Bridge, have submitted entries into Monsanto’s Grow St. Louis contest.
Public voting will determine the top three winners of $15,000, $10,000 and $5,000 grants from Monsanto.

You are invited to www.stlgrown.com to vote for The Bridge. You can vote up to 100 times per day from Sept. 26 through
Oct. 16. So vote daily and vote often!

The project entry is for a family room. The family room will provide a space at The Bridge dedicated to children and their
parents/guardians. Here, the kids will have a place to play and rest, and their parents will be able to spend time with
them—and with other caregivers—in a space that is more cozy and conducive to child care and conversation. Social
workers trained in family services will be available for discussion and counsel.

This is an opportunity for all St. Louisans to have a voice in choosing projects they think will most help Grow St. Louis. We

hope you’ll support The Bridge by voting — and spread the word to all your friends and family members to vote for them,
too!”

11
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Pantry Needs:
Cereal Canned Meat & Tuna Spaghettio's/Canned Pasta
Paper Towels Pudding/Jell-O Canned Fruit Shampoo

Collection barrels are located outside of Fellowship Hall!

\
“a(\\(‘sarcle thanks Bethel for its donation of $250.00.....dated 8-30-11. and a $100.00
" donation on 9-14-11.

@

Thanksgiving Baskets

On November 19th, Circle will share Thanksgiving baskets with over 600 families.
You can help them create these baskets by bringing to Bethel:

1 Non-perishable Thanksgiving foods (cranberries, stuffing, gravy, etc.)
1 New blankets

Or, you could contribute toward the purchase of turkeys. Please make your check out to Bethel UMC
and indicate "Circle—Turkeys" on the memo line.

GCommunity
Looking for a service opportunity? You can also help Circle of Concern by volun-
teering on Thursday, November 17th or Saturday, November 19th. To volunteer,
- complete and return the volunteer form found on the Volunteer Page of the Cir-
Lerviee o .
cle of Concern website: www.circleofconcern.org

The Inviting Ministry would like to thank everyone
who came out on September 3rd and marched in the parade
or helped at Bethel's booth at Wildwood Founders Day!

12
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Bethel United Methodist Church
17500 Manchester Road

Bethel Wildwood, MO 63038-1907

UNITED cHURcH Address Service Requested

Come Home to Bethel * Since 1858
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Permit No. 2
Wildwood, MO 63038

Bethel United
Methodist Church

Connecting
Families with God!
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8:30 a.m.- Breakfast

9:00 a.m.- Contemporary Service

9:00 a.m. - Sunday School & Adult Bible Study
10:00 a.m.- Fellowship

10:30 a.m. -Traditional Service & Adult Bible Study
11:30 a.m. - Fellowship

Quality Nursery Care all morning
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