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Ninety-five Years—A Proud Record  
  
     Chicken Supper cancelled for now!   An enduring memory for most Bethel folks is Carla  
DeSalme’s enthusiastic run each year down and up the center aisle of the sanctuary proclaim-
ing the Chicken Supper is coming. For the past several years, she and Nina Lantz have chaired 
the event, worked till they dropped along with the men and women of Bethel and brought us 
all together in this shared event. It took a world-wide, ongoing pandemic and all of us living in 
masked uncertainty to cancel the Bethel Chicken Supper for now. 
   This Bethel annual event has endured for 95 consecutive years—from the day when the 
chickens were killed and dressed by hand by church members. The event’s popular German 
potato salad is made from the same recipe. 
 

     A tough, but right decision. “So many factors brought us to this decision,” says Nina Lantz.  
“First no one wanted our gathering together to be a possible source for the virus. It had to be 
considered.  Changing to carry-out only was also very uncertain if it would bring a few or 
many or none. We heard from members who weren’t physically or for other reasons going to 
be able to do the work. There was also the rise in food prices and the uncertainties of how 
much to buy without a sure sale.” 

 

     “Not  giving up, just postponing!”   Nina speaks 

 with the certainty and enthusiasm that has  

 marked her and Carla’s handing of this event  

 through the years. “We are appreciative that we’ve  

 had 95 years, but Carla and I have promised that  

 we will have 5 more years to make it to 100 years!   

 The pandemic may have thrown us a curve, but it  

 isn’t going to stop us.”   
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Bethel Steps Up to the Plate(let):   Hosts Red Cross Blood Drive  

 

     Pastor Bob and Ginger gave quick approval to use Fellowship Hall when contacted by Kira 

McGrotty, American Red Cross Account Manager, Donor Recruitment. “We originally had a 

blood drive scheduled at neighboring Living Word United Methodist, but unfortunately they 

had to cancel the drive due to a building conflict. Because we have a critical need for blood, 

and remain committed to providing life-saving medicine for patients in need we wanted to 

identify a new location in Wildwood to invite the local donors to come out and give at, instead 

of simply cancelling the blood drive. Bethel came to mind because Bethel has always been 

supportive of other local drives. I have worked with Ginger before to send her information on 

local blood drives in Wildwood to share with the congregation.” 

     Life-saving tally. Our blood drive on August 5, ended up collecting 12 units of blood. Kira 

explains,” 12 units of blood can potentially impact up to 36 lives! We are very grateful for 

Bethel’s participation and accommodations for the blood drive, as well as the donors who 

generously came out and rolled up their sleeves to help patients in need. 

     Is there a greater need than ever? In recent months, the Red Cross has sent 12% more 

blood products to hospitals to help patients in need. At the same time, the pandemic contin-

ues to disrupt normal blood collection operations in some areas, the Red Cross notes. “We 

find we have an ongoing critical need for lifesaving blood this summer as blood product distri-

bution remain higher than anticipated,” Kira explains. 

     What you need to know re COVID-19 and blood donation. There is no wait time for do-

nors who have received the Moderna, Pfizer, Janssen/J&J, or AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccines. 

They can give blood as long as they are feeling well and symptom free. Donors that have been 

diagnosed with COVID-19 must wait.  “Those previously diagnosed with or suspected to have 

had COVID-19 are deferred from  donating blood for 14 days in alignment with FDA recom-

mendations provided to blood establishments last month,” Kira explains. 
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Where Are They Now? 
 

     The July issue of Open Door introduced us to the names of the 30 recipients of Bethel’s 

Scholarship Program which ran from 2001 through 2016. The program started by a generous 

gift from long-time Bethel members, Mary and Eddie Schalk, has been revived and in the    

August issue we met the four new scholars of 2021.  

 

    Seeing those bright and shining faces and learning something about their plans led us to 

wonder where the former awardees are today. With this issue we are starting a recurring col-

umn to run photos and information about just that: where they are now? We would like to 

find all 30 former awardees, so we are asking parents and grandparents of those recipients to 

send us a graduation from college or university photo and catch us up on where they are now. 

 

     Bill is the son of Greg and Jan Allerdissen, regulars at Bethel; and     

active workers in its programs and activities. Bill graduated in 2009 

from Maryville University of Saint Louis with a Master’s degree in   

Business (MBA).  He works at MasterCard International in O’Fallon.   

     According to Grandma Jan, Bill and his wife Danielle’s greatest pleas-

ure and enjoyment are family time with their two children: Lyndon  

(age 4) and Henley (age 16 months.) Grandma Jan says there is lots of 

babysitting and she sounded very happy about that! 
 

     Jenna Schoenfeld is joined by her obviously happy and 

proud parents, Karl and Diane, at Jenna’s graduation from 

Ohio University in Athens, Ohio in 2010, where she majored 

in photo journalism.  

   Jenna lives in California, is married, and following a suc-

cessful free-lance photo journalism career. Several of Jenna’s 

photos have been picked up and appeared in national news-

papers, the New York Times, LA Times, and the Washington 

Post and others. Some of her work has appeared on the front 

page, and in the print and on-line versions of these publications. 

    Jenna has continuing academic achievements as an instructor for a National Geographic 

program in Switzerland and France. She is currently an adjunct instructor at University of    

California in Los Angeles (UCLA).  
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More Than a Date to Remember 
 

     Twenty Years Ago. September 11, 2021 marks the 20 year anniversary since the 9-11-2001 

attack on the homeland.  Terrorists flew planes into the World Trade Center in New York, the 

Pentagon in Washington, DC and into a field in Pennsylvania after passengers and crew fought 

back. Over 3000 were dead and our nation was in a turmoil. 

     Seared in Our Memories. We each retain a vivid memory of those events. For this reporter 

it was a regular morning in our newspaper clipping bureau: phone being answered in the back 

of the office and conversations--but in the reading room where I was it was quiet as readers 

scanned the newspapers for client news. A late arriving employee stepped through the door, 

ashen faced and gave the news of the attack. For a moment I was 7 years old again passing a 

quiet Sunday afternoon, December 7, 1941, with my parents where we lived in Kearney, Ne-

braska. A neighbor pounded on the door and shouted, “The Japs just bombed Pearl Harbor. 

We’re at war.” 

   World War II drew many of our Bethel members and friends to fight the enemy. As a church, 

as individuals, as citizens we have endured and overcome additional wars, a plethora of 

threatening crisises, and national turmoil.  

     Remember This. Whatever personal opinion each of us may have regarding our response 

to the 9-11 attack and its terrorist leaders, and our nation’s longest war in Afghanistan, the 

homeland has been safe and without another attack like that of 9-11 for 20 years!  

   Bethel cemetery has many memorial flags marking the graves of our military--those that 

have died for our country, our flag, our way of life.  

     August 2021—The New Threats.  The disastrous events of mid-August in Afghanistan have 

put new threats on the horizon. While I have watched supposed leaders at each other in the 

so-called “circular firing squad” pointing fingers of blame and singing different tunes--one 

clear threat is underway already. There is a quiet, and not so quiet, war on Christianity where 

terrorists hold sway (even here at home.)  

I have asked myself this week:  If the Tali-

ban came to the door and asked if I was a 

Christian, would I say yes, or be like Peter 

before the cock crowed thrice. To answer 

yes would mean torture or death without 

doubt. Would you, would I make the sign 

of the cross, defend our Bibles and speak 

Jesus’ name?      --Shirley Giebel-- 
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No Bigger Than Your Thumb—An Outreach OPPORTUNITY  
 

     Just What If?  Suppose for a minute that 40 thumb drives (i.e. flash drive, usb drive or 

memory stick, whatever term you prefer) with the Bethel Logo and contact information 

have been donated at no cost to the church. It is a convenient method of storing data and popular 

with the more digital savvy demographics. (Or for some of us less savvy it is a favorite method for 

nerve clutching TV moments as someone uses a thumb drive to load information from the bad guy’s 

computer to save the world!)  Further suppose two versions of content—informational on Bethel or 

inviting to Bethel—have been submitted for consideration, approval or suggestion. They have.  

     A Golden Opportunity.    As everyone is dealing with mask requirements while trying to get back 

to normal life, one of these thumb drives  may be an outstanding way to reach    people who don’t 

ordinarily know about Bethel.  Paper is often given a quick glance before tossing away. Many people 

don’t check email or discard it. You at least have to wonder why someone is giving you a thumb 

drive. Yes you can lead a horse to water but you can’t make him drink. But you’ve got to supply the 

water to have any chance at all. We cannot ignore the fact that our church needs to grow. The 

thumb drives may be as proactive as our recent outreach on Zoom and social media.  Looking ahead, 

there are over 1,500 new housing units within a 5-mile radius of the church. So there will be oppor-

tunities.  

     UPDATE: Good News. Using thumb drives for outreach is an updated version of a past ministry on 

compact discs. Pastor Bob proposed the idea as one small piece of a much larger vision.  At the heart 

of the proposal was answering the question, what resources do we have or could we acquire to help 

us “Grow the family”?  The pastor provided a list and put them in five categories: spiritual, live, tech-

nical, promos, and environment.  Late 2020 the Board adopted the vision in preparation for our 

eventual re-opening.  Of course, not everything had to wait for our grand re-opening.  Implementing 

the vision required us to set priorities for installing all the new technology and the re-wiring. We also 

needed to recruit, train and equip all the ZOOM and PowerPoint volunteers. This part has been the 

most challenging.  It has slowly improved, but we are still short on both teams.  At a minimum, we 

need volunteers willing to cover one Sunday a month.  This should help reduce the risk of burnout. 

More helpers are always welcome.         

     The Crafters have viewed a version of the thumb drive and have already agreed to help fund the 

ministry.  Pastor has already secured permission from the city to use the thumb drives. Since July we 

have provided a paper brochure.   

     When we have completed the live streaming priority the time will be right to move forward on 

the thumb drives.  The hopeful plan is to prepare a quality presentation including an introduction 

and virtual tour of Bethel, a summary of our ministries, a sample of our worship service including 

music, community events, and testimonials from willing members. Obviously, this is not something 

we can do overnight.  We want to make a good first impression. Now, if you want to help listen for 

your opportunity and be ready to jump onboard.          
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Circle of Concern is currently in need of the following donations:   

Cereal, Healthy Snacks, Canned Fruit & Meat,    

Pet Food & Litter,  Laundry Detergent, Dish Soap  

 

Checks can be sent to Bethel UMC or mailed to:   

  Circle of Concern, 112 St. Louis Avenue, Valley Park, MO 63088 

 

 
   

  Bethel Church, 

     Thank you so much for selecting me as a scholar! I greatly appreciate your 
efforts to recognize and reward academic success. This scholarship will certainly 
help me to achieve my goal of becoming a veterinary surgeon. I am so lucky to 
be a part of Bethel’s wonderful, supporting community.    
Thanks again     —Parker Krudop    M-I-Z! 
 

 

  Dear Bethel, 

     I am incredibly thankful for the scholarship that was generously awarded to me. It will     
be a benefit by allowing me to purchase the items that will be needed to be successful in my 
major and at the university altogether.  While this is my senior year of college at Purdue Uni-
versity, I hope that this scholarship can continue in future years, as it will be helpful to others 
as it has been helpful to me. Thank you again for the amazing gift, and it will surely be put to 
good use.      Sincerely    —Jack Krudop 
 

 

  Bethel, 

    Thank you all for the scholarship! It really means a lot to me to be supported by my church 
and those I have grown up with.  Can’t wait to come back and tell everyone about it.      
Thank you    —Jessica Gaehle 
 

 

  Ruth, Louella, Ruth Anne, Jim & Judy, 

     Thanks for your donation of stamps.    —Bethel UMC                                              
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We are blessed to have a good number of gifted lay leaders  

willing to help make our Zoom service a success. 
 

 Our schedule for September is as follows… 

  Date   Devotion    Music       Lead      Prayer_  ZOOM                 PPT___ 
   9/5       PB             S/G            PB          PB        Gary/Nina      Sheila/Carla  

                       9/12      PB             S/G           Diana     PB        Alison/Mark  Carla/Sheila 

                       9/19       PB            S/G           Don        PB        Jeff                   Sheila/Carla  

                       9/26       PB            S/G           ?              PB       Gary/Nina       Carla/Sheila 

The ZOOM & PPT Teams arrange their own schedules. 
                   

   We welcome additional volunteers, please call if interested.  

Training is provided. 

September 2021 Counters Schedule 

  Dale/Sheila RuthAnne/Bert RuthAnne/Suzi Ron  

September 5 12 19 26  

September 2021 Contribution Recordkeeping Schedule 

  Sheila RuthAnne/Bert Bert Ron  

September 5 12 19 26  

                                                             Bethel Current Events 
 

                                                                                            Communion—   Sunday, Sept. 5 
 

         Yarn for Yahweh Meetings—  Thursdays @ 9 
 

                          Crafters Meeting—  Thursdays @9:30 
 

                                                  Juliets’ Luncheon—  Sept. 14 at Big Chiefs Restaurant @ 11:30 
                             

              UPPER ROOM  

September/October issue is available. Please call the  

office if you would like a copy mailed to you. 
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Bethel United Methodist Church 

17500 Manchester Road 

Wildwood, MO 63038-1907 

 

SEP
TEM

BER
 

New
s! 

Please Join Us Sunday For Service 
Service will be LIVE (with social distancing) in the sanctuary 

 @ 10 a.m. or you can use one of the following: 

 

Church webpage: www.bethelunitedmethodist.org 

Facebook Live: https: //www.facebook.com/BethelUMCWildwood “Like Us” on Facebook. 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood  

Zoom: Please contact the church office at 636-458-2255 to receive the link. 

 

Bethel United Methodist Church  

                  Love God,  

                      Love Others,  

                          Serve All! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bethelunitedmethodist.org/
https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood

