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Crafters Corner Saturday, October 9  
Set for Fall/Christmas Craft Sale 

     Come one; come all October 9, from 9a.m to 2p.m for the Crafter’s sale upstairs at Bethel 

United Methodist Church.  The hallway and two rooms overflow with our Crafter’s handiwork.  

Among the new item are favorites: wreaths, ornaments and those special homemade baked 

goods and so much more.  

     Get Out the Word.  Let friends and family know. Invite others. All proceeds will be used to 

purchase a new hot water heater that is needed at Bethel.  After October 9, crafts will be 

available after church.  If someone would like to come at a different time or date, call a Craft-

er, or Ruth Anne Krueger, or Diane Durbin.  They will be happy to meet you at the church.  

     Covid Guidelines. Covid guidelines will be followed by the Crafters, and guests are encour-

age to do so also.   
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Ah…October Promises 
     October is that golden time of year when we anticipate the turning leaves, and slow-
paced days when cooler breezes replace summer’s heat.  Warmer temperatures often linger 
through September, but October, ah, October, has the promise of the full blown colors of yel-
low, orange and even gold. Not only in the flowers and leaves, but also in sunsets. 

     So, what is Indian Summer?  According to the U.S. National Weather Service website, Indi-
an Summer can be described as “any spell of warm, quiet, hazy weather that occurs in Octo-
ber or November.”  Many people consider fall or autumn their favorite season, and have fond 
memories of October: 

 Float trips on the river to enjoy the trees in all their fall beauty… 
 Scenic drives on the Mississippi River Road… 
 Visits to the pumpkin patch, and trips to buy apples to make apple butter. 

 

 

     I remember riding on a wagon with my husband Ray, his sis-
ters and families to help his dad harvest pumpkins.  Grandpa 
Daub drove the tractor, usually with at least one grandchild on 
his knee.  It was a chore turned into an enjoyable afternoon.  The 
day often ended with a crackling bonfire, hot chocolate and 
s’mores.  October memories are some of the best. 

 

 

     What does the Bible say about the seasons? The often quoted verses of Ecclesiastes,  
Chapter 3, tell us that: 

     “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven;  a time to be 
born, and a time to die;  a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted.”   

(This, of course, refers to the fall harvest.) The beautiful poem continues: 

 

     “A time to kill, and a time to heal; A time to break 
down, and a time to build up; A time to weep, and a 
time to laugh; A time to mourn, and a time to dance; A 
time to cast away stones, and A time to gather stones 
together; A time to embrace and a time to refrain from 
embracing. A time to seek, and a time to lose; A time 
to keep, and a time to cast away; A time to rend, and a 
time to sew; A time to keep silence, and a time to 
speak; A time to love, and a time to hate; A time for 
war and a time for peace.” 

 (Memories in the making.) 
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Ah…October Promises (continued) 

     Sometimes we forget that the wise words of the Bible were written more than 2,000 years 
ago, and yet they speak directly to us today.  Especially at this critical time as we are praying 
that we can avoid war, and usher in a “time for peace.”  We also pray for the “time for heal-
ing.” 

     King Solomon, the son of King David, is credited with being the writer of Ecclesiastes.  
Scholars believe that he was on a quest to find the meaning and purpose of life.  Asking, 
“What does man gain as he toils under the sun? …A generation goes, and a generation comes, 
but the earth remains forever. “The sun rises and the sun goes down, and hastens to the 
place where it rises.” “The wind blows to the south, and goes round to the north; Round and 
round goes the wind, and on its circuits the wind returns.” “All streams run to the sea, but the 
sea is not full….” “What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be 
done; and there is nothing new under the sun.” What was the point that King Solomon was 
making?  That life is meaningless without trust in God.  God created this earth with all its 
beauty.  We should enjoy life while on earth, recognizing that God, and not man, is the master 
of all knowledge.  God has the ultimate authority in Heaven and on earth.  Humans have mas-
tered many things in this world, but some elements of our existence are beyond our control.  
We cannot conquer time. No, we cannot conquer time, but we can learn to manage our time 
well enough.  Take the time to enjoy October.   

The Lowly Pumpkin Shines for Halloween  

     Times have changed. Halloween no longer brings out the little kids in Super Hero costumes 

or dressed as Princess look alikes trying to keep tilted tiaras on their heads as they go door-to-

door in the neighborhood. Trick or Treat and handing out candy in person have evolved to 

trays of candy left at the end of the driveway or on the porch. But one thing still remains 

pretty much intact, and that is the carved and lighted pumpkin on the porch.  

     A Classic Part of Halloween. Some estimate that 1.5 billion (with a B) pounds of fresh 

pumpkin are harvested in America and sold for Halloween. Many are carved into the grinning 

Jack-O-Lantern face, a candle or other light put inside and set on our porches. History records 

they were originally used to scare away supposed evil spirits and were preceded by the lowly 

hollowed out beet with candle for the same purpose. Ultimately the pumpkin became the 

tool of choice for this protection. Likely few of us think of Halloween and the pumpkin as oth-

er than a light-hearted end of summer tradition and a start to the major Holidays to come. 

   Shining the Light on History. Halloween is traced back to the ancient Celtics holiday named 

Samkain. This was a time to honor the deceased at the end of summer and a time when it 

was believed souls would pass on. The Day of the Dead celebrated in Mexico is now celebrat-

ed as All Saints Day and All Soul’s Day on the 1st and 2nd of November.  

     Mask Required Still Worn by our Pumpkin. It looks as if our pumpkin “cartoon” is still go-

ing to be wearing its mask on October 31, 2021. In the meantime, our pumpkins can still glow 

with light and bring a smile to our faces.  
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Where Are They Now Continues… 
 

   This October issue brings us five of the Bethel Awardees from previous years. The program 

started by a generous gift from Mary and Eddie Schalk ran from 2001 to 2016. The program 

was revived for 2021 after a five year hiatus, and we had four new scholars receiving the 

award toward their education. This made us curious to know about our former awardees. 

Where are they now? The parents of two Bethel families gave us delightful updates. Enjoy.  

 

 

     Derick graduated from Central Missouri University in 2006 with 

a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice. He has served on the Se-

dalia, Missouri Police Force for the last 7 ½ years. He has earned 

12 Life Saving Ribbons, two of which were for saving the lives of 

two infants. Derick is also a Dare Officer for several schools, and 

prior to the pandemic, he taught over 75 students weekly. He also 

mentored four students who needed a male role-model in their 

lives. He and his wife, Anne are amazing parents to 3-year-old, 

Sawyer, and 1-year-old Emmeline! 

 

     Regan graduated from the University of Missouri in 2006 with a 

degree in Political Science. She is a stay-at-home Mom, but put 

her education to work when she home-schooled her three chil-

dren. She did such a remarkable job…Harvey is reading at a 4-5th 

grade level and at 8-years-old is becoming fluent in French. Anna-

belle, at 6 years of age, is proficient at math and, adds Grandma 

Carla, “She has a heart of gold. She has taken a very shy little girl 

under her wing and has become the main reason that this little 

girl will even go to school. Henry is as well-adjusted as a 4-year-old 

can possibly be and “is as sweet as a little bug. Regan is the most 

amazing mother I know!” Regan and her husband Patrick have 

found they have so much overflowing love in their hearts that they are very busy trying to 

adopt a child from the country of Columbia who desperately needs a good home and love. 
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Where Are They Now Continues… 
 

    

 

 

 

Brett Hayes graduated from Lindenwood College in 2011 

with a degree in Marketing. Brett currently holds the posi-

tion of Regional Sales Manager for VPX Sports. He has been 

married to his wife Megan for 8 years. They are “doggy” 

parent to pet Leyla. They reside in Eureka, Mo. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lauren Hayes graduated from Columbia College in 2009 with 

a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology.  She married her 

husband Jack Cooper in 2010. Lauren was a pre-school 

teacher in the Rockwood School District until the birth of 

their second daughter Charlotte in 2018.  Lauren is now a 

full-time stay-at-home Mom to 3-year-old Charlotte and her 

older sister, 5-year-old Aubrey at their home in Glendale, 

MO. 

 

 

 

Mitchell Hayes graduated from Lindenwood College in 2012 

with a degree in Business; and married his wife Rebecca 

that same year.  He currently holds the position of Opera-

tions Manager Financial Client Operations and Liability at 

Cigna Express Scripts. Mitchell and Becca are the parents of 

3-year-old Mitch, Jr.  They are expecting twin boys in Janu-

ary 2022. They recently purchased a home and are settled in 

Chesterfield, MO. 
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Circle of Concern 

Serving West County for 50 Years 

     We don’t want to think that a child living in our community might be going to bed hungry 
tonight.  That does not seem possible in our affluent West County neighborhoods…but the 
truth is that there are those in need, and they could be living just a few doors down. 

     It was in the mid-1960’s that a group of local congregations recognized the need to assist 
local families.  They began meeting in their churches.  They were all volunteers who simply 
wanted to know how to help.  Before their meeting began, they would arrange their chairs in-
to a circle.  And from that compassionate beginning, the Circle of Concern was formed in 
1967. At first it was a completely volunteer venture, run out of different churches.  Their first 
building was obtained in 1989, and their services expanded.  Then, in 2009, they were able to 
move into a new building, 112 St. Louis Avenue in Valley Park, and after 50 years since its in-
ception, the Circle of Concern is more viable than ever.  

     Cyndi Miller is executive director, heading a 5-person staff.  They oversee the Food Pantry 
and auxiliary programs, volunteer management, community resource development and gen-
eral operations.  She gives much credit to the more than 350 volunteers who help daily by 
keeping the pantry stocked, manning the phones and any number of odd jobs. She is also 
grateful to the churches and individuals who give generously with donations, not only with 
food items, but with specialty gifts such as school supplies.   

     Bethel United Methodist has 
long been a supporter of the Circle 
of Concern.  Bethel has frequently 
held “Faith in Action” projects to 
assemble food bags for holiday 
baking, for kids who are out of 
school for the summer and need 
lunches at home, and then, for 
back-to-school backpacks.  We 
had one special project where we 
put together “Soup Kits” with 
beans, canned tomatoes and all 
the ingredients needed to make 
homemade soup. 

     Bethel has been providing fresh homegrown vegetables for Circle of Concern for sev-
eral years.  The project began with the suggestion of Jacob Camden that our church could 
create a vegetable garden right here on the church grounds and grow vegetables that 
could be donated to those in need. 
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Circle of Concern Serving West County for 50 Years (continued) 

     With the help of several volunteers, the location was chosen, and 
the garden was established.  This year, the garden has produced an ex-
cellent crop of tomatoes and peppers, and each Monday morning, you 
can find Barb Jacobs and Ruth Anne Krueger picking the vegetables.  
Then they clean and sort them into baskets, and deliver them to the 
Circle of Concern in Valley Park.  There the vegetables are placed in 
the Circle’s pantry and are ready for distribution. Maintaining the 
Bethel garden requires many helpers.  Ginger and Grace D have man-
aged one of the four sections this year and help in harvesting. 

     The other important role in Bethel’s contributions to 
Circle is the delivery of the canned and boxed food items 
that are placed in the shopping cart each week.  This job 
has been taken on by Diane Smith.   

     This year, with the Covid-19 pandemic still looming, 
Circle has been distributing pantry items by curbside only.  
Folks make an appointment, and volunteers will bring 
their groceries to their car. Each month Circle feeds ap-
proximately 2,000 people, more than one-third of whom 
are children.  Their service area includes all people who 
live in the Parkway, Rockwood and Valley Park school districts.  Among those served are work-
ing adults, children, seniors, disabled people, veterans, under-employed, homeless individuals 
and others who struggle with poverty and hunger.  

     Ms. Miller says there is a constant need for such basic items as breakfast cereal, jelly as 
well as peanut butter, canned meals (like spaghettios, beef stew, etc.), and hearty soups, 
canned fruit, pasta and pasta sauce.   She says they appreciate gift cards, but because the Cir-
cle can purchase them in bulk, they can do more with cash gifts rather than having donors 
purchase gift cards on their own. 

Special Request for Thanksgiving 

     A special request has been made for this Thanksgiving.  The Circle of Concern is planning to 
distribute special food boxes to its clients to help them prepare their Thanksgiving meals.  
They need our help in filling those boxes. Eight items are listed:  canned pumpkin, canned 
cranberry sauce, canned fruit, boxed stuffing, turkey gravy, cornbread mix, broth and boxed 
mashed potatoes. Circle of Concern will add to the boxes, including a gift card for people to 
purchase a turkey or other main entrée.  We need to collect these items by October 31. They 
can be placed in the shopping basket by the elevator on the first level.   

“We really do appreciate Bethel UMC, and your history of giving,” Ms. Miller said.   
“When a church finds creative ways to help, it makes a difference.” 
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Circle of Concern is currently in need of the following donations:   
 

Cereal, Healthy Snacks, Canned Fruit & Meat,    

Pet Food & Litter,  Laundry Detergent, Dish Soap  

 

Checks can be sent to Bethel UMC or mailed to:   

  Circle of Concern, 112 St. Louis Avenue, Valley Park, MO 63088 

 

 
   

   Ruth A, Diane D, Marcella, Louella- 

     Thanks for your donation of stamps.    —Bethel UMC                                              
 

   Ron G & Matt S 

     Thanks for the recent repairs and landscaping you performed.   —Bethel UMC 

Faith In Action 2021 - Holiday Food Drive 

The Circle of Concern Food Pantry would like our help  

in collecting the following items to give to clients for their holiday meal.   

 

 

 

 

   Your help is needed to provide essential supplies to families that might otherwise not be 

able to purchase them. Gift cards will be distributed to purchase turkeys, unique family ingre-

dients, and special gifts for hundreds of families that have entered their second year of hard-

ship due to the pandemic or other challenges.  With your help, each of Circle’s families will 

experience the joy and warmth of the holiday season.  Please leave your donations in the 

shopping cart by the elevator before October 31.  Any questions please contact Ginger or 

Chylene.  Thank you. 

   Also, Circle of Concern’s Christmas Adoption goal is to brighten the holiday season for 2,000 

Circle clients with gift cards to purchase gifts. Please make a financial contribution for this 

program by November 5 to allow time to order cards and distribute them.  

canned pumpkin cranberry sauce  canned fruit 

boxed stuffing cornbread mix  turkey gravy  

broth  boxed mashed potatoes   
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We are blessed to have a good number of gifted lay leaders  

willing to help make our Zoom service a success. 
 

 Our schedule for October is as follows… 

  Date   Devotion    Music       Lead      Prayer_  ZOOM                 PPT___ 
           10/3       PB             S/G        Reeds        PB           Gary/Nina         Carla  

                    10/10       PB            S/G         Penny       PB           Alison/Mark     Carla 

                    10/17       PB            S/G         Elaine        PB          TBD                    Sheila  

                    10/24       PB            S/G         Don            PB         TBD                     Carla 

                    10/31       PB            S/G         Diana W    PB         TBD                     Sheila 

The ZOOM & PPT Teams arrange their own schedules. 
                   

   We welcome additional volunteers, please call if interested.  Training is provided. 

October 2021 Counters Schedule 

  Dale/Sheila RuthAnne/Bert RuthAnne/Suzi Ron 
Barb/

RuthAnne 

October 3 10 17 24 31 

October 2021 Contribution Recordkeeping Schedule 

 Sheila RuthAnne/Bert Bert Ron ? 

October 3 10 17 24 31 

                                                             Bethel Current Events 
 

                                                                                                                                                 Communion—Sunday, Oct. 3 
                           Yarn for Yahweh Meetings—Thursdays @ 9 
                                           Crafters Meetings—Thursdays @9:30 
                                             Bethel Craft Sale—Saturday, Oct 9 @ 9-2 
                                                   Juliets’ Luncheon—Tuesday, Oct. 12 at Big Chiefs @ 11:30 
                                                Board Meeting—Thursday, Oct. 21@7 
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Bethel United Methodist Church 

17500 Manchester Road 

Wildwood, MO 63038-1907 
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s! 

Please Join Us Sunday For Service 
Service will be LIVE (with social distancing) in the sanctuary 

 @ 10 a.m. or you can use one of the following: 

 

Church webpage: www.bethelunitedmethodist.org 

Facebook Live: https: //www.facebook.com/BethelUMCWildwood “Like Us” on Facebook. 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood  

Zoom: Please contact the church office at 636-458-2255 to receive the link. 

 

Bethel United Methodist Church  

                  Love God,  

                      Love Others,  

                          Serve All! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bethelunitedmethodist.org/
https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood

