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A Special Spirit of Giving 
  The pandemic has caused many re-
strictions, but it definitely has not restricted the 
giving spirit of Bethel UMC.  Just as in many past 
years, Bethel has answered the call to help the 
Circle of Concern for the Thanksgiving holiday.  
With the generous donations of Bethel, we are 
helping to provide groceries for families who 
need a helping hand to prepare a Thanksgiving 
dinner.   

 We gathered 271 canned goods which included canned pumpkin, fruit, cranberries, 
broth and turkey gravy, and boxes of stuffing mix, mashed potatoes and cornbread mix!  
These were the items that the Circle of Concern had requested for their Thanksgiving boxes.  
They will add a gift certificate to each family for them to purchase a turkey or other main dish. 

 The Circle of Concern is located in Valley Park and 
serves West County residents who live in the Parkway, 
Rockwood and Valley Park school districts. Each month, 
the Circle feeds approximately 2,000 people, and also 
offers counseling and other services.   

 In addition to collecting for the Circle of Concern, 
Bethel is once again collecting items to be mailed to our 
active soldiers in special Christmas boxes. These will be 
mailed out the week before Thanksgiving. 

 We are so very grateful for the generous people of 
Bethel.  Every donation is appreciated!  Thank you!  

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

    his love endures forever.  1 Chronicles 16:34 

Have a Blessed Thanksgiving!!! 
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Mask-Maker Extraordinaire  

Diane Durbin Reaches Milestone With Her 500th Covid-19 Mask 

     When a baseball player is batting .500, he is an extraordinary hitter.  Only 28 players in   
Major League Baseball history have reach the 500 Home Run Club. The number “500” is quite 
a milestone.   

     Bethel’s Diane Durbin has reached her own 500 mark.  Since the 
beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic, Diane has made 500 masks for 
her family and friends, and she has supplied Bethel with a constant 
supply of the beautiful masks. 

     When masks became a part of our daily requirement, Diane saw a 
need and decided she could help.  Her daughter Jennifer, who works 
at North Memorial Hospital in Minnesota, sent a pattern to her Mom.  
The original pattern was for an adult, Diane said, but soon she had to 
adjust the pattern to fit small adults, and then children which included 
a size for youth, small children and even toddlers.  Her pattern makes 
a comfortable mask with elastic ear straps.  It also has a pocket where 
you can insert a coffee filter as another layer of protection.  They are 
in an endless variety of colorful fabric with almost any theme and they 
are machine washable.   

     Diane began making the masks for her family and friends, and soon she was making them 
for friends of friends.  She has mailed masks to Minnesota, Iowa, Texas, and Kansas.  Her lat-
est batch of masks are in an Americana theme fabric. 

     Diane’s daughter Rebecca works at the 911 Center for Jefferson County and she has en-
joyed sharing her mother’s masks with her co-workers there as well. 

     The requirement to wear a mask has become a controversial subject, but Diane says that as 
long as there is a need, she will supply as many masks as she can.  “I still wear a mask at large 
gatherings,” she said.  She is hoping, as most Americans are, that our doctors and hospitals 
will get this pandemic under control and we can go back to smiling at our friends without 
wearing a mask. When that day comes, Diane says, she plans to use fabric from all her differ-
ent masks and create a quilt.  It will be “My Covid Quilt,” she said. 

Sherry Rohlf Also Contributed Masks for the Pandemic 

     Another Bethel seamstress put her talent to work making masks at the  
beginning of the pandemic.  Sherryl Rohlf made a mask for her home care  
worker who visits her at home.  She liked it so much that she asked if  
Sherryl could make more for her co-workers at Home Health Care.   

     Sherryl provided dozens of masks for her friend.  She, too, hopes that it 
won’t be too long before we can all “get back to normal,” without having 
to wear masks. 
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Where Are They Now Continues… 
 

    

 

 

     This November 2021 issue bring four more Bethel Scholarship Awardees from previous 

years. The program  started by a generous gift from Mary and Eddie Schalk ran from 2001 to 

2016. The program was revived in 2021 after a five-year hiatus, and we had four new schol-

ars receiving the award toward their education. This made us curious to know about our for-

mer awardees. Open Door continues to reach out to all former Awardees and need contact 

information. Enjoy the great updates this month from the Verbeck and Lantz families! 
 

 

     Megan graduated from the University of Missouri-Columbia in 

2010 and received a Bachelor’s degree in Education. She married 

Robbie  Burton in 2016 at a ranch in Sonoma County, California. 

They have two daughters, Charlotte, 20 months old, and Emma,  

4 months old. Megan has worked for Flintridge Preparatory 

School in Los Angeles, California since 2014. She is the 8th Grade 

Dean and teaches English in 8th and 10th grades. She was awarded 

their highest honor as Teacher of the Year in 2019. She and Rob-

bie have done a lot of  renovations to their home and were fea-

tured in an issue of House Hunter’s  Renovation in 2017 on HGTV. 

 

 

     Ryan graduated from the University of Missouri-Columbia in 

2013 and received a Bachelor’s degree in Mechanical and Aero-

nautical Engineering. He married his high school sweetheart,  

Megan in 2014 in  Hawaii.  They have  two sons, Owen 2 ½ years 

old, and Levi, 4 months old.  Ryan works as a mechanical engi-

neer on the F-18 program at Boeing. They bought a house in 

Wildwood last year and Mark and Allison love having them close 

by.  They’re close  enough  to Mark’s parents---that Owen, helped 

by the remote control  in Ryan’s hands—can drive his battery-

powered,  ride-on truck over to visit. 

 

 

Megan  Verbeck 

Ryan  Verbeck 
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Where Are They Now Continues… 
 

    

 

 

     Melissa graduated from Missouri State University in 2010 with    

a Bachelor of Science in Education. She married Andrew Schroeder,   

a teacher at Ellisville Elementary school in 2016. They have two  

children— Paxton, 2 years old and Lilly, 4 months old, and live in  

Eureka.  Melissa is currently in her 12th year of teaching physical ed-

ucation at Lafayette High School, as well as head field hockey and 

girls’ soccer coach.  Melissa continued her education, receiving a 

Master’s Degree in Educational Administration. She is currently  

pursuing a Doctorate  of Educational Leadership.  
 

 

     Christopher graduated, (with the help from the Bethel scholar-

ship he writes) from Western State University of Colorado in 2006. 

The university is located in Gunnison, Colorado at an elevation of 

7700 feet, and a population of only 6500.  He majored  in Business 

Administration with an emphasis on Entrepreneurship.   “I minored 

in skiing and trout fishing having skied 100 days in one season” 

Christopher writes.  “After graduation I reluctantly left the moun-

tains, but then met Claire, the wife of my dreams and began real 

life. We moved to Bloomington, Il where her parents are from, and 

now have two children—Izzy, 11 years old, and Jax, 10 years old.      

I cannot stop talking about how Jax can solve a Rubik’s Cube in     

under a minute.” 

     After  moving  to Illinois, Christopher worked  for Caterpillar Co. in Peoria, IL  for five years 

years in the heat/treat department.   He got back into landscaping, and is currently a division 

manager for a  plant nursery and  landscaping company. “My real passion,” Christopher says 

“is growing medicinal plants. I started two businesses in hope of receiving a growing permit 

from several states, but failed.  I know third time’s the charm though. I say God will show me 

the way and I will never give up.” 

     “I am so thankful for my Bethel family and although I cannot always be there  in person, 

please know that I am always there in spirit. Without Bethel Church and  its enormous       

impact in my entire life, and my family’s life, only God knows where I would be now. Praise 

the Lord! My wife and I are currently members and attend Vale Church in Bloomington, IL.” 

 

Melissa Lantz 

Christopher Lantz 
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The Eleventh Hour of the Eleventh Day of the Eleventh Month 1918  
A Salute to Armistice/Veteran’s Day 

    November 11, 1918 marked the end of World War I known at the time as “the Great War.” 
History notes that it was November 1919 that President Wilson first commemorated the day 
as Armistice Day. It was known as Armistice Day until 1947 when a group in Alabama was the 
first to celebrate the holiday as Veteran’s Day. It was President Eisenhower who signed a bill 
in 1954 changing Armistice Day to Veteran’s Day. It should be noted that Veteran’s Day is a 
celebration to honor all veterans for their love of country and for their service to sacrifice for 
the good of all of us. Memorial Day at the end of May each year remembers and honors 
those who lost their lives in that service.  

    Red Poppies in Flander’s Field. For a good many of our congregation 
the poppy illustrated  here will bring back memories of those red crepe 
paper poppies we purchased and pinned to lapels and dresses on Novem-
ber 11 in remembrance of our veterans. They were sold by the American 
Legion with funds raised to help veterans. Why the poppy? The story goes 

that it was the first plant to grow and bloom in the fields of France and Belgium which were 
devastated by the war. There was also a famous poem—In Flander’s Field—written by a John 
McCrae.  

    Bethel Veterans. Open Door has written often honoring our veterans and Bethel is a 
strong supporter of our many members who answered the call and served our country--
those who are still with us and those who have passed. May we hold this Veteran’s Day in 
our prayers.  

 Remembering Our Military, 2021 

     Christmas is coming and once again Bethel is planning to 
send boxes to our military.  Whether they are in the United 
States or overseas, they are serving us every day, keeping 
America safe.  As of now, we have four servicemen and women 
on our list.  If anyone would like to add a name or two, please 
let Chylene Daub know, 314-277-3447. 

     We want to make our boxes special this year, including a book about dogs that have 
served in the military. Everyone likes to read about a dog, especially one that helped our sol-
diers on the battlefield or flew alongside an airman.  Some dogs have been the special friend 
a soldier needs when he returns home. We will also include the items always requested, like 
socks, snacks, and toiletries.  Also, puzzle books, writing and/or sketching supplies.  

     Anyone who would like to contribute, you can leave items with the church office.  We do 
not need a large number of items as we have in the past, but if there are extra items, we can 
deliver them to the USO at Lambert Airport.  Thank you to everyone who has contributed in 
the past.  It is really appreciated.   
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Refurbished Lighting Sheds New Light on Bethel Milestones 
 

   Just behind the covered handicap walkway on one’s way to the elevator or Fellowship Hall 

you may notice a sort of courtyard to your left, marked by twelve brick piers with tall, lantern

-like light fixtures.  It is a pleasant well-tended area, but few would guess it is a dedicated 

playground. True outside the fence and nearby is a colorful traditional set of playground 

equipment, (installed in November, 2000), but nothing of the kind within the fenced area.  

As you enter the walkway into the yard, the first pier bears the following inscription:  
 

Given in honor of Bethel Children and in memory of Jim Lantz 

By the Mike Lantz Family 

   Bethel held a Service of Reconsecration to celebrate Bethel’s 

136 years on April 30, 1995.  The fenced playground was dedicat-

ed to Mike’s father, Jim, who was a lifelong brick layer.  The play-

ground was consecrated along with the church, the elevator, and 

the sunken garden in memory of Katie Wright.  

   But why a playground? The two-story brick education building 

was a reality, first proposed around 1961 and planning for financ-

ing  becoming a reality with the sale of Church bonds available to 

members. Around 1992, with the building open, Bethel leased 

space in the new Education building to a Pre-School. A prerequi-

site was to have a fenced playground for the safety of the       

children. 

   Mike Lantz was then on the Board of Trustees and took on the 

project. He was able to call on “buddies and people my Dad and  

I knew and had worked with. They donated their labor, working 

Saturday and Sundays for more than six weeks” (Those of us who remember Mike working 

what seemed like night and day, and there were lots of Bethel men who pitched in on the 

project). The brick layers constructed 12 brick piers about 4 feet by 2 feet with limestone 

caps and also replaced windows in the new Fellowship Hall. The brick piers are hollow on the 

inside. Underground conduit was run for the electric lanterns atop each pier and holes 

drilled in the caps to allow for junction boxes, wiring and the lamps. Materials for the project 

were purchased by the church. But the wrought iron for the panels between the brick piers 

came unconstructed.  And Mike built each of them in his garage. Unfortunately the pre-

school closed after a short run. 
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Refurbished Lighting Sheds New Light on Bethel Milestones 
 

   Time takes its toll.  It was Ron Guentz who first noticed two of the light fixtures had blown 

away and were outside the fenced area in the tall weeds at the east corner of the building. It 

took removal of the weeds to recover all the parts. They had blown over because the tape 

holding the junction boxes had deteriorated with time.  The glass portions of the lamps were 

in real need of cleaning. It was then Ron realized all the lamps needed cleaning and repair of 

one kind or another. He took all 12 fixtures home, cleaned them and repainted each. Ron re-

drilled openings in the limestone hops for the junction boxes and cemented them in to last 

permanently. Some of the sockets were broken. There was also difficulty finding parts like 

bolts to hold the tops of the glass lanterns. Eventually Ron solved all these problems and re-

stored the lamps.  

   Lights to Glow Again.  Ron is in the process of fixing the timer. Soon the lights will come on 

to showcase Bethel from 7-10 p.m.   

 

 

  

 

Ron  hard at work! 

Before                                     After 

Lights to Glow Again! 



 8 

Circle of Concern is currently in need of the following donations:   
 

Cereal, Snacks, Canned Fruit/Meat, Pet Food/Litter, Laundry Detergent, Dish Soap  

Checks can be sent to Bethel UMC or mailed to:   

  Circle of Concern, 112 St. Louis Avenue, Valley Park, MO 63088 

 Ruth A- 
     Thanks for your donation of stamps.    - Bethel UMC  

 Stan & Goggie- 
     Thanks for sharing your talents and friendship over the past 10 years.  - Bethel UMC 
 

 Ron & Gary- 
     Thanks for the recent repairs you made in preparation for inspection.   - Bethel UMC 

 Volunteers- 
     Thanks for your donations & help packing the boxes of food for the food drive. - Bethel UMC 

Bethel Fitness Returns! 

Bethel Fitness meets Monday and Thursdays 9-10 am in fellowship hall.  
Fees are $30 a month and a percentage of the fee goes to Bethel UMC.  
Our routine includes low impact aerobics, Pilates, yoga and stretching.  

  Newcomers are very welcome and will be given two sessions free to try it out. 

  If you would like to participate, please join us Mondays or Thursdays in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Annual Cookie Sale & Craft Boutique  — Dec. 4, 2021 @ 9am - 2pm 

 

Cookies - $2.50 per package of 6  - - Special confection table available 

   Assortments include: Chocolate chip, Decorated Sugar, Oatmeal Raisin,  

                                                            Peanut Butter,  Snickerdoodles, Thumbprint  

Sugar Free Assortments include: Chocolate chip, Oatmeal Raisin, Peanut Butter       

To preorder cookies call  636-458-2255 by Nov .23 

Beautiful Holiday decorations, wreaths, gifts & bows ... Start your Christmas shopping now!   
 

Angel Tree Tradition Continues for the Mission Gate Prison Ministry  
 

Please donate age appropriate gift(s), wrapped and firmly labelled with age and gender  

or gift cards of any amount. Gifts must be at Bethel by December 12. 

Wrapped gifts go on the table (with the borrowed tree) in the elevator lobby.  

Gift cards should be taken to the office upstairs, which is open M/W/F 8-3 pm.  
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We are blessed to have a good number of gifted lay leaders  

willing to help make our Zoom service a success. 
 

 Our schedule for November is as follows… 

  Date   Devotion    Music       Lead      Prayer_  ZOOM                 PPT___ 
           11/7        PB            TBD       Reeds        PB          TBD                    Carla  

                    11/14       PB            TBD       Don W       PB          TBD                    Sheila 

                    11/21       PB            TBD       Diana W    PB          TBD                    Carla  

                    11/28       PB            TBD       Shirley       PB          TBD                    Sheila 

The ZOOM & PPT Teams arrange their own schedules. 
                   

   We welcome additional volunteers, please call if interested.  Training is provided. 

November  2021 Counters Schedule 

  Dale/Sheila RuthAnne/Bert RuthAnne/Suzi Ron  

November 7 14 21 28  

November 2021 Contribution Recordkeeping Schedule 

 Sheila RuthAnne/Bert Bert Ron  

November 7 14 21 28  

                                                             On The Calendar 
                                                 Bethel Fitness—Mondays & Thursdays @ 9 

Bible Study—Mondays @10:30 
                           Yarn for Yahweh Meetings—Thursdays @ 9 
                                           Crafters Meetings—Thursdays @9:30 
                                                                                                      Daylight Savings Ends—Sunday, Nov. 7 (set clocks back 1 hour) 
                                                     Communion—Sunday, Nov. 7 
                                                        Juliets’ Luncheon—Tuesday, Nov 9 at Big Chiefs @ 11:30 
                                                   Veteran’s Day—Nov. 11 
                                             Thanksgiving Day—Nov. 25 
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Bethel United Methodist Church 
17500 Manchester Road 

Wildwood, MO 63038-1907 
 

  NOVEMBER News! 

Please Join Us Sunday For Service 
Service will be LIVE (with social distancing) in the sanctuary 

 @ 10 a.m. or you can use one of the following: 

 

Church webpage: www.bethelunitedmethodist.org 

Facebook Live: https: //www.facebook.com/BethelUMCWildwood “Like Us” on Facebook. 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood  

Zoom: Please contact the church office at 636-458-2255 to receive the link. 

 

Bethel United Methodist Church  

                  Love God,  

                      Love Others,  

                          Serve All! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bethelunitedmethodist.org/
https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood

