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Bethel Welcomes the Christmas Season 
     After church on Sunday, Nov. 21, The “unofficial decorating committee” began the enjoya-
ble task of transforming Bethel’s sanctuary with garlands of greenery, wreaths and bows,       
poinsettias and candles.  All to welcome the Season of Advent. Among those helping were 
Carla and Fred Desalme, Karl Schoenfeld, Nina Hayes, Sheila  Olive, Don and Diana Walsh,  
Suzi H., Ruth Anne Krueger and Chylene Daub.  

 

Christmas is upon us.   
Let us all enthusiastically worship our Lord together! 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service — December 24, 4pm 
 

     Bethel’s sanctuary glows with the aura of this sacred night dressed in 

greenery and candlelight as families, members and visitors assemble 

for Christmas Eve service.  The more than 2,000 year-old scripture 

springs afresh, its miracles and promise renewed in the birth of the 

Christ child.  For most who have attended in years past, there is        

anticipation as the congregation forms a circle around the pews.        

As the lights go dim, each person clicks to life a hand held candle    

and joins in singing  Silent Night, Holy Night. 



 2 

Once  Again:  Bethel Sends Thanks To Our Soldiers 
     Christmas appreciation boxes are on their way to our 
service men and women who are relatives or close 
friends of Bethel members. 

     For the past several years, Bethel has generously 
filled boxes to mail to our soldiers.  This year we includ-
ed a special gift of a book, a true story about a military 
dog.  Each soldier received a different book about dogs 
that served during war and/or helped a soldier after he 
or she returned home.  Each box also had snacks, 
games, puzzle books, toiletries, writing pads and pens, 
boot socks, and a foam football. Thank you to everyone 
who contributed to make our box campaign successful. 

 

 

Angel Tree—A Touch of the Magi 

     Think for a moment that the three Wise Men, the Magi, undertook their journey following 
the star of Bethlehem to bring gifts to a child that they had never seen.  In a small way we at 
Bethel respond to the Angel Tree, now set up in the elevator lobby, to provide a gift for a child 
we do not see or know.  

     In the photo here, Diana Walsh sets up the Angel Tree 
and decorates it with paper ornaments bearing only this   
information: age, boy or girl. A wrapped gift appropriate to 
age and gender and marked with that information is collect-
ed under the tree. The Angel Tree is part of the Mission Gate 
Prison Ministry and the boys and girls are children of prison-
ers or paroles.  

     No matter that we will not see these faces as they receive 
a gift. One never knows what special moment or word or  
action makes an indelible impression for good on another 
life. Is there any better reason than that to grab one or more 
of those ornaments and join the Angel Tree program? 

     The most recent announcement from Don and Diana is 
that all the gift tags have been taken as of yesterday after 
service. All gifts or gift cards (which should be taken to the 
office) are due by December 12.   
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 “Come Back to Bethel…”  

Shirley Martka Has Made That Journey 
     It was a journey of faith that has brought Shirley Martka 
back home to Bethel.  Shirley is the new musical leader for 
our church and she brings her rich musical talent and years 
of experience with her. 

     Shirley was an active member of Bethel UMC in the 
1990’s when her life took a turn.  Circumstances prompted 
her to move from the Wildwood area, and she found some-
thing she had always wanted – a log cabin.  It was located in 
Ironton, Missouri.   

     She describes how she found the house, looking through 
a newspaper, and “there it was.”  It had a pond and a large 
parcel of land.  When she drove into the driveway, she said, 
she was ready to make it her home.  “I walked in and I loved 
it,” she recalls. 

     The log home had special meaning to Shirley.  On a visit to a bookstore, she said, she be-
came interested in a book about a potter who found a broken vessel.  He took that damaged 
piece and put it on a shelf to let it cure before trying to repair it.  The story seemed to speak 
to her. Later, after finalizing the purchase of her log home, she learned that the man who 
had built that house had the last name “Potter.”  “I bought the potter’s house,” she says, and 
she felt that her life had made her “the broken vessel.”  She needed time to heal. 

     “As a young girl, I always wanted a log home,” she said, and so she found her wish coming 
true.  She said she walked through the house and “touched as many logs as possible.”  

     While living in her log home, Shirley went back to college and earned her Bachelor’s      
degree in religion from Liberty University.  She was hired as a Chaplain for Preferred Hospice 
and found her calling in helping people through difficult times in their lives.  

     She was enjoying her log home, having a fireplace installed, and making other renova-
tions.  But then, after an automobile accident that totaled her truck and knee replacement 
surgery, she found that caring for the log home and property were too much for her to    
handle.  She moved again, this time to Farmington.  She credits her realtor with special help 
in both of her moves.  While in Farmington, she earned her Master’s degree through Grand 
Canyon University. 

     Approximately a year and a half ago, Shirley was dealt another blow.  She contracted the 
Covid 19 virus and had complications with pneumonia and then shingles.  She decided it was 
time to retire from her job and move back to Wildwood. Then, she believes, “God led me 
back to Bethel.”  She had been gone for more than 15 years.   
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    “Come Back to Bethel…”  (continued) 
     Shirley is an accomplished pianist and specializes in Southern Gospel Music.  Her grand-
father taught her to play the piano, starting at the age of 7.  She said her three brothers all 
played the guitar so her grandfather stepped in to help her learn to play music also. 

     Her father was a Pentecostal minister and had a radio show for his ministry.  “I was singing 
on the radio at the age of 6,” she says.  She has been playing piano and singing with ensem-
bles most of her life. In the 1980’s, Shirley was in Nashville and recorded solo albums of   
Gospel music while there. 

     Bethel is blessed to have Shirley “back home,” leading us in music.  She enjoys playing a 
prelude of familiar hymns as the congregation is gathering for church service on Sunday 
morning.  “People want to hear traditional hymns,” she says.  It is her way of welcoming  
people into the church. 

     Shirley has three sons, Danny, Chad and A.J.  She also has two granddaughters.   
 

Where Are They Now Continues… 
 
  

This December 2021 issue continues with an update on Kathleen 

Fincher.  It is great to hear about Kathleen and her family! 

   Kathleen graduated from Illinois Wesleyan in Bloomington,         

Illinois in 2015. She earned a degree in Music Education with a     

vocal emphasis. She is married to Jonathan Smith and they have      

a daughter Hazel, 2.5 years old. Kathleen is expecting their second 

child in February. 

    Kathleen taught Elementary Music for four years until Hazel was 

born. Now she is a stay-at-home Mom but still very involved with 

music education. In addition to the public school, Kathleen also 

taught private lessons in voice, piano, violin and guitar—which she continues to teach while 

at home with Hazel. She also serves on the board for the Land ‘O Lincoln Camp Cedarbrook, 

a non-denominational Christian summer camp. 

   Her mother Karen added, “Kathleen performed in several musical theater performances in 

the Peoria, Illinois area. At the moment she is considering starting a group music class for 

home schooled kids.”    

Editor’s note:   Sorry, there were two misspellings in the Ryan Verbeck update in the Novem-

ber 2021 issue of The Open Door.  Ryan’s wife’s name is spelled Meghan and Alison has only 

one “l” not two. Apologies to all. 

(Kathleen Fincher & Family) 
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Eighty Years Since that Fateful Day in History – Pearl Harbor 
     Pearl Harbor – December 7, 1941 – is a day that Americans hold in reverence.  This year 
marks 80 years since the surprise attack on that Sunday morning in Honolulu, Hawaii. 

     Japanese planes appeared without warning and proceeded to drop bombs on the United 
States Naval Base.  In the aftermath, there were 2,400 killed and 1,178 injured.  The bodies of 
many who died were never recovered.  They still lie at the bottom of the harbor.  America had 
eight battleships in the harbor that morning.  The bombs sunk four of those battleships and 
damaged the remaining four.  The U.S. also lost 188 aircraft, with many more damaged.  Cruis-
ers, destroyers and other ships were also damaged. 

     Bombing raids were not the only offense from the Japanese. Many of their planes dropped 
torpedoes into the water taking deadly aim at America’s ships in the harbor.  When the battle-
ship Nevada attempted to break for safety, she was attacked by Japanese submarines waiting 
outside the harbor.  Along Battleship Row, the Japanese sunk the battleships Arizona, West 
Virginia, Oklahoma and the Nevada.  The remaining four: the 
Pennsylvania, California, Maryland and Tennessee were badly 
damaged.  Most of those ships were not lost, however.  Six of 
them were raised, repaired and returned to service.  Only the 
Arizona never rose.  It remains today in the harbor, with a   
Memorial erected over her sunken hull.  The U.S. was not in-
volved in the war until that day.  The Japanese attack was the 
catalyst that brought our country into World War II. 

     Many Americans today know the story of Pearl Harbor and the reality of the war only be-
cause of what they have read in books or have seen in movies.  But Bethel United Methodist 
has been the home church of men and women who experienced World War II firsthand.  In 
recent years, we have interviewed some of those soldiers and their stories are haunting and 
inspiring. 

     Milton Hurt was only 17 years old when he enlisted in the Navy in 1943.  He was in a con-
struction battalion, whose unit was charged with maintaining airports.  His first tour was in  
Europe, and later served in the Aleutian Islands, Alaska. 

     George Gaehle, who also joined at age 17, served during the Korean War aboard the tank-
er ship the Ashtabula.  He recalls the rough seas that were peppered with mines, and when 
his ship helped to evacuate Marines from the Changjin Reservoir.  “Rockets fired all night,” he 
said, “and it felt like it would never stop.” 

     Horace Pratt was also in the Navy during the Korean War.  He started out as a seaman 
aboard heavy cruisers but was interested in becoming a Navy pilot.  He applied for flight train-
ing and became a member of the Navy Fighter Squadron. 

     Others served during the Vietnam War, others during peacetime.  The service of each one 
is valued and respected by all Americans. 

(Pearl Harbor under attack) 
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Eighty Years Since that Fateful Day in History – Pearl Harbor (cont.) 

     Three stories about World War II that are especially memorable were told by Bethel mem-
bers who have since passed on.   

     Rusty Pendleton enlisted in the Army to serve during World War II on Aug. 1, 1943, only a 
week after his 19th birthday.  After basic training, his battalion was sent to Europe, and joined 
up with Patton’s Third Army.  They fought in sub-zero temperatures during the Battle of the 
Bulge.  It lasted from Dec. 16, 1944, into late January, 1945. At Mauthausen, Austria, Rusty’s 
division witnessed what had occurred at a  concentration camp with a capacity of 250,000   
inmates, prisoners sent there to die by starvation or other means. Rusty was in Europe when 
the war finally ended on May 8, 1945.  He served in the Army of Occupation until March, 
1946. 

     Herbert Wiegand served in the Navy on the Island of Saipan where the U.S. wanted to      
establish air bases.  From there the new B-29’s of the Army Air Forces could easily cover the 
1,400 miles to Japan.  Saipan is part of the Mariana Islands.  American ships numbering more 
than 500 converged on the island, set to storm Saipan at the same week that forces in Eng-
land were assembled for the assault on Normandy, half a world away.  On June 18, 1944, the 
U.S. Navy used 15 carriers to crush the Japanese on Saipan. Many attribute the success of this 
invasion for breaking the back of the Japanese naval air power.  Herbert received the Purple 
Heart for injuries suffered during this battle. 

     John Snider was drafted into the Navy in 
1943, right out of high school.  His brother was 
serving in the Coast Guard and he said,             
“I couldn’t wait to go.”  John was sent to diesel 
engineering school and in the winter of 1944, 
he was assigned to a new ship, the LST 974, 
christened in Boston Harbor. The crew of about 
112 men was to deliver supplies to the Pacific 
Theater.  They delivered ammunition to the   
Island of Guam, and off-loaded construction 
equipment to be used to repair runways.  After the invasion of Okinawa, he said, he remem-
bered a hurricane had loosened mines and they were floating freely in the waters between 
the islands of Japan and Okinawa.  They destroyed as many as possible, he said, but it was a 
frightening sight. John said he believed that the U.S. was preparing to invade Japan, as they 
had been gathering the 5th and 6th fleet of ships there.  But then came word that the bomb 
had been dropped on Hiroshima, and it was believed that this would bring the war to an end. 
He remembered when they were informed of the atomic bomb, and because of the anticipa-
tion of the end of the war, there was great relief and jubilation.  “As far as the eye could see, 
there were ships,” he said, and some were allowed to fire off rounds in celebration.  Until 
then, he said, they had been given little information about the progress of the war.  After that, 
he said, “Within a month, they were sending people home.” 

 

(Pearl Harbor) 
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    Kudos to Sheila Olive: On Deck for Bethel and the Community 

     With her quiet unassuming presence Sheila Olive is a faithful volunteer at Bethel, taking 

on several tasks, positions, and activities at church. Small in stature, but big in heart, it was   

a revelation, but no surprise, Sheila also finds time to work with the community Meals on 

Wheels program.  

 

     Recruited to Serve.  Sheila was one of a group of 

volunteers recruited by Meals on Wheels of Greater 

St. Louis to start a Meals on Wheels program in Valley 

Park. There was a need to serve home bound people 

suggested by Circle of Concern. Sheila has been a Day 

Chairman on Friday and Board Treasurer for over 10 

years. The Day Chairman, she explains, makes sure 

containers are ready for the kitchen. Food is currently 

prepared off site. The Day Chairman makes sure the 

Drivers know who is receiving food that day. There 

are three drivers for about 20 recipients total, Sheila 

says. Drivers get to know the people on their route 

and make sure they are alright. Sheila can’t leave 

when filling the position of Day Chairman until all 

drivers have picked up their allotted food—generally 

about 11:00 to 11:30. Sheila says she chose this work 

because she wanted to indirectly help those in  need. 

I was already donating to Circle of Concern. 

 

     Local Not Government Program.  It is important to note that the local Meals on Wheels is 

supported by donations and does not rely on government assistance. The government pro-

gram uses the Meals on Wheels name, but it’s not the same. Asked if there is a cost for 

meals, Sheila explains that Cape Albeon kitchen that prepares the food charges $3.00 per 

meal. The local program provides the meal containers and various supplies. The recipients 

only pay for what they can afford or may not have to pay anything. We rely on donations, 

Sheila notes, and the MOW of Greater St. Louis to subsidize what is needed. Meals are 

served Monday through Friday so that is one Day Chair and three drivers every day. There is 

a need for volunteers as some are retiring—and there is flexibility in job preference, training, 

and frequency.  

Sheila at Meals on Wheels  
of Greater St. Louis  
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    Kudos to Sheila Olive: On Deck for Bethel and the Community 

     Record Keeping to Power Point.  Sheila became Bethel’s 

Board Secretary 15 years ago. “I saw a need,” she laughs, “and  

no one else came forward.”  She takes turns with others counting 

Sunday offering and contributions. “That seemed to fit my back-

ground in accounting, so I signed on” she notes.  

   Sheila also takes on responsibilities not in her wheelhouse so  

to speak. She answered the call to learn and provide the Power 

Point task from the control room at the back of the Sanctuary 

that projects the slides used throughout the church service.  

Sheila admits she was reluctant to try “since I am technologically 

challenged. But I got over my fear and I’m learning.” She gave up 

being liturgist for this new task and because she admits to a fear 

of public speaking.  Describing herself as “not much of a cook” 

she took the 5th Sunday to bring breakfast rolls and goodies when 

we were still serving our Fellowship Breakfasts the other four Sundays. 

 

     Leading Fun Projects and New Horizons. Ladies of the Church enjoy the Juliet’s (Just Us 

Ladies Into Eating Together.) Sheila created it, got the ball rolling and keeps this enjoyable  

activity going the second Tuesday of each month at 11:30. She emphasizes that every lady 

that reads our newsletter is welcome to come. The restaurant changes but is listed in the 

Open Door each month. 

     The last Christmas Bingo luncheon and fellowship held on Tuesday after the Cookie Walk 

was 2019. Sheila says “the tradition was started by Arlene Gaehle and Carmen Kreienkamp 

so Arlena Bartold and I decided to continue it.“ 

     Sheila currently is enjoying her time with the Crafters and is working on a prayer shawl. 

She names Ruth Ann Krueger as her role model but says “I’ll never be able to do as much as 

she does. I will do whatever I can as long as my troublesome right hip allows!” 

 

     Animals Her First Outreach. Sheila became interested in animals after going to school, 

getting a job, and getting married “because they couldn’t speak for themselves and needed 

help.” She eventually volunteered at the “Wolf Sanctuary” or Endangered Wolf Center as it is 

now called. She became friends with Carol Perkins and eventually managed their gift shop. 
 

Sheila brings her smile and pep to all she does. Thank you! 
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2020 Staff Love Offering       

Dear Bethel Family: 
 
Each year at this time we express our love and appreciation in different ways to those around 
us who mean so much to us and have helped us throughout the year. This includes our church 
family. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to ask you to join us in expressing our appreciation, 
thanks and love to our staff members by giving an extra donation to the STAFF LOVE OFFER-
ING.  This monetary gift will be divided among the staff and will be Bethel Family's year-end gift 
to them in honor of the birth of Christ.    
 
Please have your love offering in by December 12.  Please make sure you indicate on your 
check’s memo line or on the cash envelope that the donation is for the "Staff Love Offering".  
Thank you so much and have a blessed Christmas season!  
 
Merry CHRISTmas with love from:  
 
The Pastor- Staff Relations Committee@ Bethel United Methodist Church 

Circle of Concern is currently in need of the following donations:   
 

Cereal, Snacks, Canned Fruit/Meat, Pet Food/Litter, Laundry Detergent, Dish Soap  

Checks can be sent to Bethel UMC or mailed to:   

  Circle of Concern, 112 St. Louis Avenue, Valley Park, MO 63088 

 Jim & Judy S, Carol T, Ruth A, Diane S, Ruth Anne K, Louella P- 
     Thanks for your donation of stamps.    - Bethel UMC  

 

Bethel Crafters- 

     Thanks for the beautiful door wreath you made for me. I have gotten many compli-
ments on it and I haven’t seen any other like it! Please know that I miss all of you-keep 
up your good work.    - Jewel 

 

Carla, Fred, Karl, Nina H, Sheila, Don, Diana, Suzi, Ruth Anne and Chylene- 
     Thanks for decorating the sanctuary for the holiday season.    -Bethel  UMC 
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  On The Calendar 
 

                                  Cookie Sale/Craft Boutique—Saturday, Dec. 4 @ 9-2pm  

                                                    Communion—Sunday, Dec. 5                

                                                 Bethel Fitness—Mondays & Thursdays @ 9 
Bible Study—Mondays @10:30 

                           Yarn for Yahweh Meetings—Thursdays @ 9 
                                           Crafters Meetings—Thursdays @9:30 
                                                    Juliets’ Luncheon—Tuesday, Dec. 14 at Big Chiefs @ 11:30 
                                    Christmas Eve Service—Friday, Dec 24 @ 4pm 

 

Annual Cookie Sale & Craft Boutique  — Dec. 4, 2021 @ 9am - 2pm 

 

Cookies - $2.50 per package of 6  - - Special confection table & Sugar Free available 

Beautiful Holiday decorations, wreaths, gifts & bows ... Start your Christmas shopping now!   
 

 
 

Angel Tree Tradition Continues for the Mission Gate Prison Ministry  
 

Please donate age appropriate gift(s), wrapped and firmly labelled with age and gender  

or gift cards of any amount. Gifts must be at Bethel by December 12. 

Wrapped gifts go on the table (with the borrowed tree) in the elevator lobby.  

Gift cards should be taken to the office upstairs, which is open M/W/F 8-3 pm.  

 
Fellowship Time 

Join us for coffee in fellowship hall after worship every Sunday.  ALL are welcome. 
 
 
  

OPEN Praise Team 
Shirley announced Sunday that anyone with singing or instrumental musical talents         

   interested in helping the praise team please get in contact with her ASAP.                             
This is a great opportunity to put your gifts to work for the kingdom of God. 
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We are blessed to have a good number of gifted lay leaders  

willing to help make our Zoom service a success. 
 

 Our schedule for December is as follows… 

  Date   Devotion    Music       Lead      Prayer_  ZOOM                 PPT___ 
           12/5        PB            TBD       Reeds        PB          TBD                    Carla  

                    12/12       PB            TBD       Louella      PB          TBD                    Sheila 

                    12/19       PB            TBD       Diana W    PB          TBD                    Carla  

                    12/26       PB            TBD       Open          PB          TBD                    Sheila 

The ZOOM & PPT Teams arrange their own schedules. 
                   

   We welcome additional volunteers, please call if interested.  Training is provided. 

December 2021 Counters Schedule 

  Dale/Sheila RuthAnne/Bert RuthAnne/Suzi Ron  

December 5 12 19 26  

December 2021 Contribution Recordkeeping Schedule 

 Sheila RuthAnne/Bert Bert Ron  

December 5 12 19 26  

Giving 
In an effort to make you aware of our ongoing income and expenses the following  

information will be added to this and future editions of The Open Door,  
the newsletter, home worship and Zoom. 

  
Bert, our treasurer, has calculated our monthly expenses  

and we will provide a total of our offerings for the given month. 
  

Total estimated monthly expenses:    $14500 
Total offerings received as of 11/29:  $  9281 
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Bethel United Methodist Church 
17500 Manchester Road 

Wildwood, MO 63038-1907 
 

  DECEMBER News! 

Please Join Us Sunday For Service 
Service will be LIVE (with social distancing) in the sanctuary 

 @ 10 a.m. or you can use one of the following: 

 

Church webpage: www.bethelunitedmethodist.org 

Facebook Live: https: //www.facebook.com/BethelUMCWildwood “Like Us” on Facebook. 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood  

Zoom: Please contact the church office at 636-458-2255 to receive the link. 

 

Bethel United Methodist Church  

                  Love God,  

                      Love Others,  

                          Serve All! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bethelunitedmethodist.org/
https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood

