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Bethel Bakers Create a Cookie Wonderland!
Answering the call! Imagine this for a moment. It was Friday afternoon before the advertised cookie sale at Bethel was to begin at 9:00 the next morning. “Panic nearly set in late
Friday,” says Barb Jacobs, chairman of the event. “We realized our pre-orders were consuming
the majority of the cookies we had received. A plea went out asking if people could bake
more Friday night. We were blessed Saturday morning with dozens more cookies and fudge.
We even had enough left over to take to our Wildwood firefighters and police officers!”
Cookie/Craft Sale a great success. “Thanks to our
wonderful Bethel family the Cookie Sale was a great
success,” Barb says. “And the sale couldn’t have
been a success without everyone who pitched in
from Ginger who took phone orders, Chylene who
advertised the event, the Crafters who did double
and triple duty helping with setup, and all the fabulous bakers. Everyone came together!” Sales totaled
$2,821.50.
New Presentation. We had to abandon our
Cookie Walk last year due to Covid, so we decided
to make some changes in presentation in order to
Katie Schuch and Nina Hayes were
present a better environment, Barb notes. It would
among the many volunteers
now be a Cookie Sale instead of a Walk. The new
plan called for bakers to package their cookies at
home in small plastic bags, labelled and tied with festive ribbon (packaging material supplied
by Ruth Anne). But of course when the SOS for cookies went out many cookies arrived at
church in bulk, so anyone present jumped in to help package and label them! What greeted
all those who came for cookies was a veritable wonderland of cookies in Fellowship Hall! The
little packages covered many tables from which it was easy to make selections (and hard to
resist passing any up.) This format worked so well, Barb says, that it will continue now to be
the annual Cookie Sale. With bags of cookies in hand, visitors went to the second floor for the
craft sale of wonderful Christmas items. Everyone seems to like the new layout.
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Bethel Bakers Create a Cookie Wonderland! (continued)
Variety abounded! There were the favorites of chocolate chip and oatmeal plain and
some dressed up with raisins, cranberries, coconut, chips, with and without nuts. There were
decorated sugar cookies with Santas and reindeers. There were some with exotic names:
Peanut Butter Blossoms, Almond Curls, Strawberry Jam Kalache, Snickerdoodles, Chow Mein
Haystack, Snow Balls (also known as Mexican Wedding cookies). And the list goes on.
There were some sugar-free and gluten-free offerings. Along with the cookies there were
the always popular Buckeyes, fudge, chocolate peanut clusters, and a holiday assortment
of breads.
(Editors note: How many bakers were there? “We had more than a dozen bakers for sure.
I hate to mention names for fear of inadvertently leaving someone out,” Barb answered. This
reporter was able to get one name. Linda Knip, a longtime member of Bethel now living in
Paola, Kansas. She came in from her home there with her ever popular Buckeyes!)
With thanks! Barb says it best “So thank you, thank you, and thank you all who contributed in so many ways.”

A Special Bethel Valentine to Alison and Mark Verbeck and Volunteers
On November 13, 2021, the Verbecks and volunteers gathered for highway cleanup of the
stretch of Highway 100 from Taylor Road to Pond Road on both sides of the highway, that
Bethel has taken on. The Adopt a Highway agreement calls for four
cleanups a year. That means dedicating four Saturdays and reserving a
make-up rain date to fulfill the obligation. Valentine’s Day seems like a
good time to recognize and send some love to Alison and Mark and all
those who volunteered and did the work.

Meet Katie

Katie

Included in the military boxes we sent to our servicemen and women
this year, was this description of our special service dog Katie. This
year’s boxes had a “military dog” theme, so we let the soldiers know
that although we do not have a military dog, we have our own canine
Ambassador Katie.
Katie is the official ambassador for Bethel UMC. She is a registered
therapy dog who, along with her master Barb Jacobs, visits residents at
senior centers and sometimes is seen at local libraries during Story Hour
with youngsters. Wherever Katie goes, she brings smiles.
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A Soldier’s Story
(This amazing story was written by Louella Phipps about her grandson Tony Danna who had
just returned from Iraq and spent Thanksgiving Day with his family at Louella’s home. We let
her give Tony the Christmas Box from Bethel there, so that he would be sure to receive it in
time for the holidays.)
Tony Danna, my grandson who is serving in the
Army as a helicopter engineer repair specialist,
was deployed in Iraq. He is now stateside at Fort
Bragg, North Carolina, awaiting reassignment. He
had Thanksgiving leave to travel to St. Louis, meet
with his California parents to share a requested
Thanksgiving dinner with family. Chylene Daub
who works tirelessly to fill Hero Boxes from Bethel
members to mail overseas, handed me a box and
card at church to give to Tony when he arrived.
He was so surprised and thrilled at the really,
great useable items in that full box!
He told of the extreme daytime heat, 122
degrees. He was on night duty, but the heat still
burned his hands working on the hot metal helicopters. Another interesting story, the Army
delivered a lot of healthy cats monthly to rid their
base of rats, mice, poisonous snakes, scorpions
and spiders, keeping our servicemen and women safe.

Tony Danna

The base had only two-days notice before being evacuated. They spent those days rendering all equipment left behind UNUSEABLE by the enemy, (in very crafty ways)! Tony was
grinning ear to ear describing their fun in doing so. -Louella Phipps
P.S. Thank you, Louella. The Soldier Christmas Boxes project is an enjoyable task each year,
and we have great support from so many members to fill them, pack them and mail them.
We love to hear from our servicemen and women. Thank you so much for your story. Chylene Daub
We also received the following from another soldier:
Thank you very much for keeping me in your prayers for the 9 months of my deployment.
I appreciate the items that were sent. Sending Blessings to all! - SPC Anthony Darna
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Where Are They Now?
We have certainly enjoyed over the past several issues of Open Door finding out about 14 of
Bethel’s former and present Scholarship Awardees in our stories of Where Are They Are
Now? Education with each has played or is still playing a big part in these lives, their careers
and their families. Bethel is glad to have a part in helping with a bit of a financial boost and
lots of good wishes. We thank everyone who sent the photos and information.
We will continue to try to find contact information for the 13 remaining awardees, and
hope to resume the stories in future issues.

Christopher Lantz

Regan DeSalme

Brett Hayes

Melissa Lantz

Derick DeSalme

Mitchell Hayes

Jack Krudop

Jessica Gaehle

Abigail Reed

Kathleen Fincher

Parker Krudop

Bill Allerdissen

Lauren Hayes

Jenna Schoenfeld
4

New Year…New Life
The year was 2004. Two men in very different lives prayed to God. One was Bethel’s own
Don Walsh, a veterinarian, a church leader, married to his beloved Diana whom he credits
with turning his life around as a teenager when he knew he was headed in the wrong direction and doing some bad things. The other man was a prisoner incarcerated at age 17 and
serving a life sentence without parole in a state prison. His name is Ike.
Don had just been made chair of a new committee called Creative Ministry. “We were to
come up with ideas for new ministries. I remember as a young kid, as the priest read Matthew
25:31-40, I would check off: giving someone drink and feed them and give them clothes, visited with the sick, entertained a stranger, but I never could, even in 2004, check off ‘visiting in
prison’. So, I decided to start a prison ministry.” It seemed the right answer to Don’s prayers to
God on the matter.
In prison, the young Ike knew he had made some bad choices, committed a crime. “But
I blamed God,” he says, “not myself. I had just turned 19, two years served and a lifetime in
here ahead. My family forgot about me. I was so lonely and depressed. I doubted the existence of God. Then something took hold in me. I began to read books, wanted to better myself.
I realized I couldn’t make it blaming God. At that point I began to correct my relationship with
God. I remember crying out “God, if you are real, show me something tangible. I meant it—
wanted to believe, I needed some kind of sign. Though I didn’t immediately recognize it as the
answer I wanted, a Christian friend suggested I write a letter to local churches introducing
myself.”
I found a church directory listed in the Post-Dispatch. Bethel was listed. I only had ten postage stamps. The friend helped me write the letter. Then I copied it by hand until I had ten
letters to send.
The Letter. The Church Council had just approved
Don’s prison ministry project. “I think it was the next
Sunday that our then pastor, Pastor Len, said he had
something for me and went into his office and came
back with the letter from Ike and told me ‘Here’s the
start of your prison ministry—a letter from a guy in prison.’” Most of the answers Ike had received offered Bible readings along with words of encouragement, but Beverly Bross of Grace
United Methodist Church and Don from Bethel were the only responders offering friendship.
They and their spouses have become Ike’s mentors, friends, and new family.
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New Year…New Life (continued)
During this time Ike no longer blamed God for his situation and became a Christian, certain
of a loving God. Don came to visit face to face. “I had been sharing with God my hopes for a
way for me to get to know responsible life lessons, how to live responsibly,” Ike said. “It struck
me that these new friendships, these responsible caring people, were helping me find this life
path.”
The Crime and Punishment. In 1992 Ike’s crime was a too familiar one among too many of
our youth. “Ike got into a gang-related fight at a McDonalds. He was wearing a gold chain that
was taken from him,” Don relates. “So, he went to his car and got a gun and went back in to
get his gold chain, thinking the gun would persuade the two kids to give it back. But they ran
to the back and into a room where they were cornered, so they rushed Ike and he shot them
both and they died.” At that time the government had said minors could be tried as adults in
some cases and given life sentences without parole. At age 17, this was Ike’s fate.
In 2012 the Supreme Court ruled that people less than 18 years of age do not yet have
complete development of their brains and should not be punished like adults if convicted of a
crime. This applied to new cases going forward, but it took a number of years for the Missouri
Supreme Court to address past convictions of underage people who were still serving time in
prison. It was eventually decided to hold parole hearings for these prisoners. Ike, now having
served 28 years of a life sentence, came up for a hearing.
The Verdict. After so many years of visiting, Don was not sure Ike would be paroled. There
had been legal setbacks and delays. “Yet at each visit with Ike,” Don says, “and in his correspondence, too, I could see and hear hope in
him. Ike always had hope.”
In 2020 Don was asked to speak on Ike’s behalf at the parole hearing. Here is part of what
he had to say: “I believe Ike’s hope has carried
him through these years and enabled him to
continuously try to better himself. He has
stayed involved in character-building projects,
classes, and activities. It should be noted that
Ike participated in this kind of living for years,
long before the Supreme Court decision regarding the possibility of parole occurred. Ike has
been working to educate and improve himself
Don Walsh & Ike
and is now taking college-level courses.
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New Year…New Life (continued)
“He has a great work ethic. Ike has had many jobs while in prison. Ike likes being a productive person. He has a great set of people who are his friends and are dedicated to see him
succeed.” Don and Diana plan on being involved in Ike’s new life to support and guide him.
Michael and Beverly Bross are also dedicated as are Chris May and staff at St. Louis University. “We are all believers in Ike. He has a good plan in place to continue his education and to
hopefully own his own business someday,” Don’s statement continued. “Ike is no longer a
teenage kid, going back to the same old life. He is a mature, educated, and changed man
grounded in good Christian principles. He has served 28 years in prison and is remorseful of
his crimes. He is a new person, ready to become a productive member of society.”
A New Year, New Life, New Horizons. Parole was granted.
Ike has hit the ground running. He has a full-time job as an
Over the Road Truck Driver driving one of those big rigs so
much needed right now. This reporter caught up with him in
a city far from St. Louis. He agrees he is seeing a lot of our
country—east, west, north, south. He admits backing up this
big rig sometimes requires calling on other drivers to offer
help with how-to directions. Then there are the things new to him: the cell phone and GPS
where he only has to enter the street address to get guidance to where he is to deliver.
He stayed with his friends the Brosses until he was ready to find an apartment. “I moved
into my own place December 1.” His voice sounds really proud and happy. But the happiest
note comes when speaking about Erica, a new person in his life, whom he describes as “a real
nice lady, a blessing in my life” and admits he has strong feelings for her. Erica is a Nurse Practitioner who works with Dr. Bross. Yes, Ike hopes to marry, be a good husband, and God willing, have a family. Ike talks with assurance about saving money and being able to be part of
a trucking company, or to grow one of his own.

The Upper Room
This Daily Devotional Guide Has Been Cherished by Christians for Many Decades
What originated out of a difficult era in our country, following the Great Depression, is now
an endearing part of the daily routine of Christians everywhere. “The Upper Room” is the daily devotional magazine read by Christians around the world, and it is available right here at
Bethel United Methodist Church.
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The Upper Room (continued)
The story of “The Upper Room” begins in San Antonio, Texas. The United States had endured the Stock Market Crash of 1929, followed by the Great Depression. The year was 1934
when a Sunday School teacher at Travis Park Methodist Episcopal Church in San Antonio came
to her pastor with an idea. Her name was Frances Craig and her pastor was Dr. Paul Kern. She
recognized the comfort that people found in short devotional readings. She suggested that
Dr. Kern write short devotionals based on a scripture reading, and publish them in the
church’s weekly newsletter. There was also a similar idea for a published devotional being
considered by Grover Emmons, a clergyman of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He came to
Nashville, Tennessee, in early 1934, to work as a director of home missions, evangelism, and
hospitals for the Board of Home Missions. His committee was working on a publication for
devotional use in the home and brought the idea to the board. Frances Craig was a volunteer
for that committee and she took the news of the project
home to her church, where she asked for prayers.
The structure of the magazine is much like it is to this day.
Each daily entry includes a quoted scripture reading, personal
comments about the verse presented, a prayer and a closing
thought for the day. The uniqueness of the magazine is that
entries come not only from clergy or professional writers, but
also from everyday people. Today, that includes people from
all over the world.

THE
UPPER ROOM

Dr. Emmons chose the name for the magazine after hearing a sermon at a church conference in Richmond, Virginia. Reverend John W. Smith was speaking about “the power of God
descending on Jesus’ disciples as they prayed in an upper room.” He was inspired to name the
publication “The Upper Room.” From the beginning, it was decided that “The Upper Room”
would not be for Methodists alone, but would be “a gift from Methodists to the larger
church.” The first issue was a quarterly for April, May and June, 1935. The staff ordered
100,000 copies which sold out quickly. Interest and demand for the magazine grew so fast
that by its seventh issue, the print run was half a million copies. By 1939, the circulation had
grown to one million.
Today, the Upper Room is published bi-monthly and has sparked a global ministry. It has
been translated into more than 30 languages, and is read by millions of Christians across more
than 100 countries. Writers who contribute to “The Upper Room” are often everyday people
who want to share their personal faith stories. Upper Room Ministries has grown as well. The
ministry includes many print and digital publications and even has a chapel and museum at its
headquarters in Nashville. The website offers more information.
If you haven’t read “The Upper Room” lately, be sure to pick up a copy at church. Each day
will inspire you to look at a Bible verse more closely and to listen to the story of another Christian from somewhere in the world.
8

Game-Changer 2022
Jesus encountered a huge crowd. He sat down on a mountainside and began to
teach. Among the many subjects he covered our Lord spoke about practical living from
a kingdom of God perspective.
Read and meditate on Matthew 6:25-34 (NIV):
25

Say
Yes!

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will
eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more
than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air;
they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a
single hour to your life? 28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the
field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is
here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of
little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What
shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows
that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things
will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
Did Jesus urge his listeners to be different from the world around them, to trust that God
knows their need, to put God’s kingdom first, to have faith that God will provide whatever is
needed, and to fear not and do not worry? Was Jesus offering his listeners an opportunity to
experience a spiritual game changer in the context of reality?
If yes, then the only step that remained for them was whether they would embrace
it. Spiritual or kingdom game-changers happen in God’s time and by his grace. Is there any
doubt that God wants us to experience such blessings?
All that remains is whether we are willing to say, YES, Lord!!!
Do you believe that God wants 2022 to be a game-changer for Bethel? Then prepare your
hearts to receive it by daily praying the promise Jesus taught in Matthew 6:33, But seek ye
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”
Amen. Let our daily united prayer serve as a signal heavenward, “YES, Lord!!!”
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Ruth A, Shirley G, Jewel Thanks for your donation of stamps. —Bethel UMC
Grace Thanks for your lovely violin solo of Silent Night on Christmas Eve.
We are really proud of you! —Bethel UMC
Eureka Sign Company Thanks for the beautiful sign donated to promote our Christmas Cookie Sale
and Craft Boutique.. —Bethel Crafters
Bethel The Thanksgiving boxes you filled were a gift to 622 families who received the holiday
food. We are so grateful for you, and on our clients’ behalf, thank you so much. –Circle
of Concern
Bethel family Thanks for your love, support, and encouragement throughout the year and for the
Christmas gifts. I truly appreciate your kindness. —Ginger

Giving
In an effort to make you aware of our ongoing income and expenses the following
information will be added to this and future editions of The Open Door,
the newsletter, home worship and Zoom. Bert, our treasurer, has calculated our
monthly expenses and we will provide a total of our offerings for the given month.
Total estimated monthly expenses: $14,500
Total offerings received as of 12/29: $22,929

Circle of Concern is currently in need of the following donations:
Cereal, Healthy Snacks, Canned Fruit/Chicken, Hygiene Products, Body Wash,
Razors, Shaving Cream, Shampoo, Pet Food/Litter, Laundry Detergent, Dish Soap
Checks can be sent to Bethel UMC or mailed to:
Circle of Concern, 112 St. Louis Avenue, Valley Park, MO 63088
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On The Calendar
Communion—Sunday, Feb. 6
Bethel Fitness—Mondays & Thursdays @ 9
Juliets’ Luncheon—Tuesday, Jan. 11 at Sunny Street Cafe@ 11:30
Pancake & Sausage Dinner—TBD (Possible Pre-order & Pick up)
Fellowship Time
Join us for coffee in fellowship hall after worship every Sunday. ALL are welcome.
OPEN Praise Team
Shirley announced Sunday that anyone with singing or instrumental musical talents
interested in helping the praise team please get in contact with her ASAP.
This is a great opportunity to put your gifts to work for the kingdom of God.

We are blessed to have a good number of gifted lay leaders
willing to help make our Zoom service a success.
Our schedule for January/February is as follows…
Date Devotion Music
Lead Prayer_ ZOOM
1/9
PB
Shirley
Diana W PB
Hayes
1/16 PB
Shirley
Don W
PB
TBD
1/23 PB
Shirley
Louella PB
TBD
1/30 PB
Shirley
OPEN
PB
TBD
2/6
PB
Shirley
Reeds
PB
TBD
2/13 PB
Shirley
Diana W PB
TBD
2/20 PB
Shirley
Don W
PB
TBD
2/27 PB
Shirley
Louella
PB
TBD

PPT___
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

The ZOOM & PPT Teams arrange their own schedules.
We welcome additional volunteers, please call if interested. Training is provided.
January/February 2022 Contribution Recordkeeping Schedule
Sheila
RuthAnne/Bert
Bert
Ron
OPEN
January
2
9
16
23
30
February
6
13
20
27

January
February

January/February 2022 Counters Schedule
Dale/Sheila RuthAnne/Bert RuthAnne/Suzi Ron
2
9
16
23
6

13

20

OPEN
30

27
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Bethel United Methodist Church
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RY
A
R
EB

___

___

___

___

Y/F
R
A
U
s!
JAN
New

Bethel United Methodist Church
Love God,
Love Others,
Serve All!

Please Join Us Sunday For Service
Service will be LIVE (with social distancing) in the sanctuary
@ 10 a.m. or you can use one of the following:
Church webpage: www.bethelunitedmethodist.org
Facebook Live: https: //www.facebook.com/BethelUMCWildwood “Like Us” on Facebook.
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood
Zoom: Please contact the church office at 636-458-2255 to receive the link.
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