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Bethel Governing Board Choses a Path Forward  

      February 6, 2022 opens a new chapter in Bethel’s history as 
our Governing Board--through prayer, study and consultation--
presented a path forward if Bethel is to survive as an active 
church.   
     Everyone was already dealing with the aftermath of the snow 
storm, bitter cold and slick roads. In-church service was cancelled 
and worship and the scheduled congregational meeting with the 
Governing Board were held on Zoom as Bethel took a needed 
snow day. There were 48 people attending on Zoom, and Pastor 
Bob’s message and Scripture readings reached out  to others on 
Facebook and U-Tube.    

                                 
                                                      

     First, What Is the Governing Board?  Over coffee one Sunday in Fellowship Hall, someone 
suggested a good story for Open Door would be just that.  In accordance with the UMC “Book 
of Discipline”--to effectively fulfil our mission of ‘making disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world’—Bethel church has four key elements, titled Bethel UMC Guiding 
Principles for Ministry. There four components are: the Congregation, the Staff, the Pastor, and 
the Governing Board.  The role of the Governing Board is to set policies and provide accounta-
bility and support to the pastor so that the pastor can align, mobilize and equip the Staff and 
Congregation to do the ministry. The Board is accountable to the Congregation. 
     Our Familiar Friends and Members. Our Board is made up of active members of Bethel, 
those familiar faces we see picking up the load for many activities and efforts of our church. 
They serve out of love and loyalty to Bethel and all that means.  The board is required to have 
a minimum of nine members, five being a necessary quorum for decision making. The Pastor 
is a non-voting member of the Board.  
     Our current board is as follows: Don Walsh, Chair, Bert Foster, PPR (Pastor Parish Relations) 
Chair, Carolyn Reed, PPR, Greg Allerdissen, Finance Chair, Ron Guentz, Trustee Chair, Matt 
Swanstrom, Trustee, Carla Desalme, Lay Person, , Nina Lantz, Member-at-Large, Shirley Mart-
ka, Worship, Sheila Olive, Secretary. 
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Bethel Governing Board Choses a Path Forward (continued) 
  

          There are 12 rules for eligibility for the Board that measures their commitment and in-

volvement with Bethel, including their financial support. Term of service is spelled out as are 

what the Chair, the Treasurer and the Secretary are required to do.  There are principles of ac-

countability to meet for the entire Board. Meetings are at least once quarterly or more often 

if needed.  Elected officers serve a term of one year. Officers may hold consecutive terms. 

     The Elephant in the Room. The entire congregation has been aware for some time of our 

shrinking attendance and the financial straits that entails.  

We are not alone. Even without the Covid pandemic, church-

es are experiencing these same things as more people claim 

to have no church affiliation. Worldwide Christianity has been 

under assault in many ways and many places.  Our Governing 

Board knew that we couldn’t continue without an interven-

tion to save our beloved Bethel and to seek a firm path. This 

has not been an easy decision we all know. And we thank the Board for its courage and wis-

dom as it points not just to membership and money, but a way for spiritual growth for each--

for all of us. We pray for the Pastor and his family who will be affected.  We pray for each 

member and attendee of our church. Because this is a major turning point in Bethel’s history 

we are printing here in full the decision given to the congregation by Board Chairman, Don 

Walsh, on February 6, 2022. 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM BETHEL UMC BOARD MADE TO BETHEL FEB. 6, 2022  

 

 

     Good morning. Thank you for being here at this congregational meeting of Bethel United 

Methodist Church. My name is Don Walsh, and I serve as the current Chairman of Bethel’s  

administrative Church Committee. I would like to identify the rest of the Committee members 

for anyone not familiar with who is currently serving: Greg Allerdissen, Carla DeSalme, Bert 

Foster, Ron Guentz,  Nina Lantz, Shirley Martka, Sheila Olive, Carolyn Reed, Matt Swanstrom. 

 

     Before we begin, though, I want to acknowledge Pastor Bob and his leadership in enabling 

Bethel Church to function in a virtual world, as we are doing today. He worked tirelessly last 

year with the AV team to set up our Zoom capabilities, which enabled us to meet online dur-

ing Covid and other adverse conditions such as today’s weather, and also allows homebound 

members to participate in Bethel’s services. We thank Pastor Bob for these efforts. 
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Bethel Governing Board Choses a Path Forward (continued) 
 

      The Committee called this meeting today to inform you of a decision that has been made, 

as well as to ask for your participation in a plan for our church’s future. To begin, I want to give 

you some background information to help you understand our decision. 

 

     Bethel’s condition has been in decline for years, as many of you know. Our membership  

today is half what it was ten years ago. Bethel has been “in the red” financially, losing money 

each month, for a number of years. The average loss for the past three years has been over 

$50,000 annually. And during the last quarter of 2021, Bethel lost an additional four signifi-

cant supporters. These facts have led the Committee’s financial team to believe our current 

situation is unsustainable. We decided to ask for guidance from Rev Robin Bell, our District’s 

Superintendent. 

 

     This meeting took place January 9th, and our options were explained to us. These were: 

continuing as is, with Bethel likely to close permanently in the near future; closing Bethel and 

merging with another larger church; sharing a pastor with another church; or having a part-

time pastor assigned to Bethel. We had many questions about these options. We learned that 

with a shared or part-time pastor, there would be services every Sunday. But other duties, 

such as hospital or home visits, upkeep of the facilities, managing the AV teams for Zoom, and 

facilitating children’s ministries and adult Sunday School would need to be taken up by con-

gregational members. And if Bethel decided to request a part-time pastor, the district needed 

to be notified of that by February 15th. 

 

     The board has prayed on this decision and looked closely at our finances. As you know, the 

current monthly bills are around $14,500, and will likely increase with inflation. Expenditures 

have been looked at closely and have been reduced significantly, and there are few areas to 

decrease our spending at this point. 

 

     Based on these realities, the board passed a motion that Bethel United Methodist Church 

contact Rev. Robin Bell to request that a shared or half-time pastor be assigned to relieve 

some of Bethel’s financial losses. The vote on this motion was 9 yeses and 1 abstention, and 

Rev. Bell has responded. She has asked that I read her letter to you today. 
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Bethel Governing Board Choses a Path Forward (continued) 

 

  

     2-2-22 

 

Dear Bethel United Methodist Church Members and Friends, 

 

This letter is to acknowledge and say thank you for the careful and prayerful way that the 

Board Leaders have looked at the vision and mission of Bethel as well as your financial reali-

ties. 

 

When I met with the Board, it was evident that there is still a fire burning in the heart of Beth-

el, both for God's beautiful Bethel, as well as to make disciples of Jesus Christ, sharing the  

gospel in word and deed to your mission field.  And the current full-time appointment status 

requires such a large portion of diminishing financial resources there needs to be a change. 

 

Your Board is announcing to you the decision today to go to a part-time status. After con-

sulting with the Bishop Farr more than once, he and I agree with your board and Bethel will 

receive a 1/2 time appointment. We look forward to the creative and faithful ways the body  

of Christ gathered at Bethel will continue to seek God's will.  

 

I acknowledge that Rev. Bob is not in agreement with that decision. Rev. Bob did not ask to 

leave Bethel--that needs to be clear. And, as an Elder in the Missouri Conference Rev. Bob is 

now in the appointment pool for the current season. 

 

Again, thank you to your board and all those who have been praying for the future of Bethel 

UMC. As soon as I can introduce your new pastor, I will introduce him or her to your Board 

and then they will announce the pastor to the congregation. Until that time I will continue to 

pray Bethel UMC, Rev. Bob, and for God help us find what is needed for the days ahead at 

Bethel and for the mission field. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Rev. Robin Bell, District Superintendent 

Gateway Central District 
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Bethel Governing Board Choses a Path Forward (continued) 
  

     To summarize, a half-time pastor will have a service every Sunday but some of the other 

church duties will fall to the congregation. At this point, Shirley Martka, as an experienced 

chaplain, has offered to take on the visiting responsibilities. And the church’s Study and Vision 

Committee will address opening Sunday School again.  By making this pastoral change and by 

paying only a portion of apportionments, Bethel will have a balanced budget. 

 

     I must now add something else to our conversation. I mentioned earlier a request for your 

participation in Bethel’s future. If we only change to a half-time pastor, but do nothing else, 

we will only postpone the church failing eventually. This brings me to a project that the Com-

mittee has begun. When I was in Dallas last fall for my brother-in-law’s funeral, I was given a 

book by a relative written by the pastor of his church, called Follow The Cloud. The Committee 

is reading and studying and discussing this book right now, and I would like to encourage each 

of you to get a copy for yourselves and join us. 

 

     I’d like to read a passage from the bible that this book’s title, Follow The Cloud, comes 

from. This reading comes from chapter 13 of Exodus: “When Pharaoh let the people go, the 

Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of CLOUD to lead them on their way during the day, and  

in a pillar of fire to give them light at night, so they could travel by day or night. The pillar of 

CLOUD by day and the pillar of fire by night never left its place in front of the people.” 
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Bethel Governing Board Choses a Path Forward (continued) 
  

          The theme of this book, Follow the Cloud, refers to the cloud that Moses and the Israelites 

followed through the desert to The Promised Land. God was in the cloud, God was the cloud, 

and God showed them each step they needed to take on their journey. In this book we learn 

that God will show us today through His Holy Spirit the steps we need to follow on our jour-

ney to release God’s Kingdom. It’s a journey of Next Steps. But a journey of next steps is not 

about what you do, or where you go, or even what you accomplish. It’s about who you be-

come as you walk with Jesus. There are three parts to this journey. First, we learn who we are 

and what our identity is, by accepting His grace and knowing that we are beloved sons and 

daughters of God, rather than sinners.  Next, we learn who God is. We experience His Pres-

ence and have relationship with the Father, not as sinners but as beloved children.  And this 

leads us to the third part, God’s Kingdom, where we learn our purpose in life, to release His 

Kingdom to the rest of the world.  

     I believe if we all do this - read, study, and live a journey of next steps, Bethel will grow and 

prosper. The Holy Spirit is our cloud and has a message for each of you, to give you your next 

steps. When you hear the message and know the step He wants you to take, then you must 

have faith enough to leave your comfort zone and follow. But, have courage, Jesus will be with 

you! 

     Please order this book, Follow the Cloud, by John Stickl. Read it and talk with your friends 

about it, perhaps form a small group to study together. It may change you and all of us at 

Bethel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you. Please pray for Bethel to hear God’s message and to help us do God’s will. 

FOLLOW THE CLOUD, by John Stickl, pastor at Valley Creek Church, Flower Mound, TX.  
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The Cross and the ‘Jesus Fish’ —  Principal Symbols of Christianity 

 

     To early Christians, the Cross was the principal symbol of their faith.  They believed that 
Christ died on the cross, taking on the sins of the world, and that He offers eternal life to 
those who believe in Him.  The Cross represents both Christ himself, and the Christian reli-
gion.   

     Another important symbol for those early believers was 
the sign of the Fish, known as the Ichthus or the “Jesus Fish.”  
Taken from the Greek word for fish, Ichthus is translated as 
“Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior.”  It was a hand-drawn    
simple fish figure, but it had an important meaning. 

     For more than two centuries after the death of Jesus, Christians were persecuted by the 
Romans.  They were often put to death for their beliefs, therefore, they had to meet in secret.  
That is why they used the fish symbol to designate places where they could meet and worship 
together.  The “fish” was carved on trees, scratched on walls or doorways, even tombs, to 
identify a safe meeting place.  Because the fish symbol had been used by primitive pagan reli-
gions, it was thought that this would not arouse suspicion.   

     There is an often-told story of how Christians would use the fish symbol to identify a 
stranger who may share their belief in Christ.  One person would use a stick to draw half of a 
fish in the sand.  If the other person drew the other half to complete the fish, they knew they 
were both followers of Christ.  If there was no response, it could be interpreted that the per-
son was simply drawing innocently in the sand.   

     It is interesting to note that it was Constantine the Great, emperor of Rome from AD 306-
337, who ordered the end of the persecution of Christians.  In 313 AD, after becoming a Chris-
tian himself, Constantine issued the Edict of Milan which accepted Christianity.  Ten years later 
it became the official religion of the Roman Empire.  
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The Cross and the ‘Jesus Fish’ —  Principal Symbols of Christianity 
 

Bible Verses about Fishes and Fishermen 

     All four gospels of the New Testament relate the story 
of how Jesus fed more than 5,000 people with only five 
loaves of bread and two fish.  The crowd had gathered to 
hear Jesus preach, and as evening came, the disciples 
came to Jesus and said they should let the crowd disperse 
so that they could go into the city and buy food.  Jesus 
told them there was no need to send them away.  He took 
the meager amount of food they had on hand, blessed it, 
and then told the disciples to share it with the crowd.   
The Bible says there was plenty to feed everyone, with 
twelve baskets of food left over.   

     Jesus called his disciples to be “fishers of men.”  This 
was when he chose Simon (called Peter) and Andrew, 
brothers who were fishermen.  Jesus saw them casting 
their net into the Sea of Galilee, and implored them to  
follow Him and to become “fishers of men.” 

     It is believed that his meaning was that just as a net 
draws in all kinds of fish, it was His mission to draw in all 
kinds of people to the Kingdom of God.  And if we display 

the love and grace of Jesus to others, we can draw in more lost people, like a net, to let them 
be introduced to the love and acceptance of Jesus. 

     In the Gospel of John 21:9-14, the story is told of Jesus cooking fish for His disciples on the 
shore of the Sea of Tiberius, in Galilee.  This was following the Resurrection, when Jesus       
appeared to His disciples.  It was the third time that Jesus had appeared to His disciples since 
He had been raised from the dead.   

     These are some of the stories about fish and fishermen in the Bible.  It is easy to see why    
a fish is an iconic representation of the faith we hold dear, our belief in Jesus Christ and the 
promises that through Him we shall be saved.   

     You may see a Jesus Fish symbol displayed on someone’s car, or business card.  Today the 
Fish often has the name “JESUS” in the center.  Often the eye of the Fish is a Cross.  Whenever 
you see this symbol, remind yourself of Jesus and His desire for all of us to be “Fishers of 
Men.” 

Footnote:  The Fish symbol has no connection to the practice of eating fish on Fridays, espe-
cially during the Season of Lent.  The Lenten Fish Fries that are so popular today are related to 
the practice of refraining from eating meat on Fridays in observance of the day that Christ 
died on the cross. 
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Getting People Back Together Again! 
 

     Who could have predicted the adult Sunday school class led by Diane and Karl Schoenefeld 

would have to move again so soon?  This is written “tongue in cheek” of course. The class now 

called Christian Perspectives met for the first time since closing down for Covid. It was sched-

uled to meet in the cozy room at the end of the hallway in the education building known as 

the Library.  It moved to the large classroom just past the church office because new people 

were coming in: Diane and Don Walsh, Ruth Anne Kruger, Barbara Jacobs, and Diane Durbin. 

They joined regulars Bert Foster and Louella Phipps.  Two regulars--Suzi Hladky, due to the 

death of her mother and Shirley Giebel--were unable to attend. 

     Changing Perspectives. The Schoenefelds started the class years ago. Back then it was for 

families, mostly with children.  It evolved as it went often touching on current events, people 

taking on the responsibility of care for their parents, but always with a Christian message.    

For many years the class met in the living room of the “old parsonage” and when that again 

became a parsonage, the class moved to the room across from the church office subsequently 

needed to house the Zoom equipment and space. 

     Insightful discussion and a touch of humor. 

Diane says, “Anyone who knows Karl knows 

that this class will be relaxing and witty.” Karl 

counters with, “Anyone who knows Diane 

knows there will be insightful discussion!”  

The class will focus on the sermons of the 

United Methodist pastor Adam Hamilton. He 

is the current pastor of the United Methodist 

Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kan-

sas. His sermons, books, blog, and vespers 

have been inspiring Methodists for many 

years. “This class will focus on Adam’s sermon 

series such as “The Power of One Another,” 

“The You YOU Were Meant to Be”, and 

“Wrestling with Doubt, Finding Faith.” 

     Invited to Check It Out. The Christian Perspectives Class meets on Sunday mornings at       

9-9:45 before our regular church service. For the time being the class will meet in the open 

classroom just past the office. Oh, yes, coffee is available and sometimes there are cookies or 

donuts! 
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Giving 

In an effort to make you aware of our ongoing income and expenses   
Bert, our treasurer, has calculated our  monthly expenses and we have provided  

a total of our offerings for the given month as follows: 
  

       Total estimated monthly expenses:   $14,500 
Total offerings received as of 2/27:   $8,267 

 

Circle of Concern is currently in need of the following donations:   

Cereal, Healthy Snacks, Canned Fruit/Chicken, Hygiene Products, Body Wash,  

Razors, Shaving Cream, Shampoo, Pet Food/Litter, Laundry Detergent, Dish Soap  
 

Checks can be sent to Bethel UMC or mailed to:   

  Circle of Concern, 112 St. Louis Avenue, Valley Park, MO 63088 

  
Louella, Ruth A, Jim/Judy S. - 
     Thanks for your donation of stamps.   —Bethel UMC  

 

 

SAUSAGE & SCRAPPLE SALE   

 

The BETHEL UMC MEN'S CLUB is forgoing the ANNUAL PANCAKE AND SAUSAGE SUPPER  

again this year, but they are considering selling cooked sausage and scrapple  providing  

there is interest.  The sales would be by pre-order only at the price of $4.50 a pound.   

PLEASE let the office know via email or phone call no later than MARCH 6, 2022  

so the MEN'S CLUB will know there is interest and also how many pounds to secure  

for your pre-sale orders.  Give Us A Call. Thank you!  
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  On The Calendar 
                Christian Perspectives Class—Sundays @ 9 
              Follow The Cloud Book Study—Sundays after worship 
         Crafters & Prayer Shawl Warriors—Thursday, March 3   
           Communion/1st Sunday of Lent—Sunday, March 6 
                  Daylight Saving Time Begins—March 13 
                                            Bethel Fitness—Mondays & Thursdays @ 9 
                                          Juliets’ Luncheon—Tuesday,  March 8 at Mulligan’s Grill @ 11:30 
                          Sausage & Scrapple Sale—Call the office by March 6 if interested in ordering.                                                  
 

Fellowship Time 
Join us for coffee in fellowship hall after worship every Sunday.  ALL are welcome. 

 
OPEN Praise Team 

Anyone with singing or instrumental musical talents interested in helping  
the praise team please get in contact with Shirley Martka ASAP.                             

We are blessed to have a good number of gifted lay leaders  
willing to help make our Zoom service a success. 

 

 Our schedule for March is as follows… 

  Date   Devotion    Music       Lead      Prayer_  ZOOM          PPT___ 
               3/6       PB            Shirley     Reeds         PB          TBD           TBD 
                         3/13     PB            Shirley      Diane W    PB          TBD            TBD  
                         3/20     PB            Shirley      Don W       PB          TBD            TBD  
                         3/27     PB            Shirley      OPEN?       PB          TBD            TBD  
 
                                      

The ZOOM & PPT Teams arrange their own schedules. 
                  

   We welcome additional volunteers, please call if interested.  Training is provided. 

 

March 2022 Counters Schedule 

  Dale/Sheila RuthAnne/Bert RuthAnne/Suzi Ron  

March 6 13 20 27  

March 2022 Contribution Recordkeeping Schedule 

 Sheila RuthAnne/Bert Bert Ron  

March 6 13 20 27  
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Bethel United Methodist Church 
17500 Manchester Road 

Wildwood, MO 63038-1907 
 

  MARCH 

 News! 

Please Join Us Sunday For Service 
Service will be LIVE (with social distancing) in the sanctuary 

 @ 10 a.m. or you can use one of the following: 

 

Church webpage: www.bethelunitedmethodist.org 

Facebook Live: https: //www.facebook.com/BethelUMCWildwood “Like Us” on Facebook. 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood  

Zoom: Please contact the church office at 636-458-2255 to receive the link. 

 

Bethel United Methodist Church  

                  Love God,  

                      Love Others,  

                          Serve All! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bethelunitedmethodist.org/
https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood

