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Holy week at Bethel UMC — Palm Sunday Bonfire
Holy Week is the week of Christian observances leading up to Easter
Sunday beginning with Palm Sunday on April 10, 2020. Each day of
the week through to the celebration on Easter Sunday of the risen
Christ, should be observed with intentional thought and prayer for the
events leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion with particular focus on the
remembrances of the significance of Maundy Thursday and Jesus
ultimate sacrifice on Good Friday.
To help us begin to prepare our hearts and minds for this week of
remembrance and celebration, in addition to the swaying of palm
branches during service on Sunday morning, we will be holding a
“bonfire” service on Sunday afternoon beginning at 4:00 p.m.
Zach Williams is a Christian singer/songwriter who released a song a
couple of years ago titled “Cast your fears in the fire”. Its lyrics state
how “fear is a liar” and can make us question God’s grace on us, make
us feel unworthy and steals our happiness. The song puts fear in
human form as the work of Satan, and encourages us to give our fears
to God by casting them in the fire.
This doesn’t have to be just fears; you can write out whatever you want to release to God (even
things of gratitude) in a letter, or just put them on paper in single words that express those things you
need to release by casting them into the fire. Index cards will also be available if needed.
There are no events planned at Bethel for Maundy Thursday or Good Friday, however you can find
wonderful devotions for each day by various UMC pastors at this site:

Devotions for Holy Week | The United Methodist Church (umc.org)
Please plan to join us on Palm Sunday for this very spiritual service to begin your observances of
Holy Week! The service will be informal, casual with some singing, a Palm Sunday devotional, visiting with each other, and giving our fears to God. You can arrive anytime and stay as long as you
like; there is no set time for the conclusion of the service but will probably end around dusk. If you
wish to bring snacks and drinks feel free to do so! And don’t forget your lawn chair!
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The Egg
What do eggs have to do with Easter? We dye
them, put them in baskets, hide and hunt them
to celebrate Easter—even those who do not
follow Christianity or think of the tradition as anything religious. The hunt, the egg roll, the fun and
joy of discovering the hidden eggs have become a
commercial enterprise. Those who don’t think the Easter story is possible have no difficulty
swallowing hook, line and sinker the Easter Bunny—a rabbit that lays eggs and delivers them.
This magic hare originated in Germany and has become tradition.
The connection of the egg to the Crucifixion and the Resurrection. Historians date eggs at
Easter as early as the Seventh century. And yes there were chicken images then as found on
Corinthian and Greek pottery so no answer to which came first the chicken or the egg. Even
before Christian tradition the egg had long been a symbol of birth, new life, purity, fertility and
regeneration.
Early after Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection the egg became a teaching aid. The earliest
known eggs were died red for the blood Christ shed on the cross. The cross or other religious
scenes were also painted on them. It is said missionaries who used this method then hid the
eggs starting the earliest Easter egg hunt tradition. When the hidden eggs were found the
Crucifixion and the symbolism of the egg was explained. The boiling of the egg the sealing of
the body in the tomb; the hard shell represented the sealed tomb itself; the egg’s round
shape the stone that sealed the tomb and was rolled away; the cracking of the egg symbolic
of Christ’s resurrection and victory over death; finding the eggs expressed the joy of discovering an empty tomb.
Eggs forbidden during Lent. Eggs along with meat were forbidden during the 40 days of Lent
in the early years and were only eaten again on Easter morning. It is not known, but this part
of the tradition may have been an added hardship. Eggs were a staple of diet for both rich and
poor -- the latter using them often as currency. The glut of eggs even for 40 days may have
brought unintended consequences.
What role will the egg have in Easter? The egg survived the cholesterol brouhaha. Picking
up a dozen eggs at the grocery store is a now a chore of choices. Chocolate “eggs” wrapped
in foil, laid by chocolate bunnies, or jelly beans and coins in plastic egg look-alikes have taken
over Easter. The pandemic halted the annual Easter Egg hunt held by our local churches,
including Bethel. But this Easter 2022 Bethel’s Easter egg hunt is on! Details are printed separately to be sure you see them and participate. Happy Easter everyone!
2

Building on Inspiration
A daffodil logo--on a coffee cup in the right hand corner of Bethel’s
artifacts cabinet outside the Sanctuary and painted in large format on
the wall outside the nursery--should spark questions. What is it? Why
is it? Visually the logos speak to the 1994 Bethel Renewal push that
installed the elevator, made our building handicap accessible, improved
our heating and cooling systems, increased office space, education
building improvements and programs for the congregation and the community.
The Artist and the Inspiration. Bethel’s well known Miracle Daffodil inspired the creation
of the logo for our Bethel church by well-known St. Louis Graphic Artist, Sandy Morris. The
daffodil logo was carried through on a campaign for Bethel’s renewal. Though told many
times, even in the pages of this publication, it is worth taking inspiration from it as Bethel
now embarks on a new push for survival against many daunting odds.
Some in our congregation may still recall the daffodil that pushed through the asphalt at the
east wall of the church each spring. It became Bethel’s own special symbol of renewal. This
symbol of renewing life is especially pertinent as we begin Lent and move toward Easter. This
miracle of renewing life against insurmountable odds began when Katie Wright—remembered
for her devotion to Bethel and its children—planted the bulbs. They bloomed each year with
only the notice we give to things we come to expect. Later that garden was covered over with
asphalt. But the next spring, the unstoppable daffodil broke through to bloom and thrive!
Personal Spiritual Renewal. In the midst of the process of dealing with Bethel’s future and
mission, the Board’s statements include the call for each of us to take the steps to learn “our
purpose in life, to release His Kingdom to the rest of the world.”
Personal spiritual renewal was seen as an outcome in the 1994 renewal. It is well worth
printing here a benediction penned by our own Shirley Martka, who was at the time a new
Bethel member. This response was used in the Sunday services.
As we leave the house of worship,
As we go along our way;
Give us strength for tomorrow,
Faith for today,
Just like the daffodil finds a way to live;
Live in love with one another,
With a heart willing to give.
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Your journey…Your story
This reporter has to admit when I opened the book Follow the Cloud that Don Walsh
recommended in the announcement of the Governing Board on Bethel’s way forward, I was
expecting a blue print laying out a ready-made plan of actions and goals--a quick fix taking us
from point A to a successful point Z.
It became instantly clear that before we can determine Bethel’s future, know His purpose to
release His kingdom, each of us has to take a hard look at our relationship with God. Three
interlocking circles explain. Circle 1-Achieve our identity by actively receiving God’s grace
Circle 2- Developing a relationship with God and actively experiencing His presence. Circle 3Understanding our individual purpose in order to release His Kingdom.
The Follow the Cloud Challenge Group meeting
after our regular church service and fellowship
time numbers about 14 seated in a circle. Diana
and Don Walsh lead the group. Diana admits it is
something she never thought she could do, and
her openness and frankness about her own journey have been nothing short of inspirational.
Watching God at Work. The ideas expressed in the book are underwritten fully by Scripture
we know and love. The book is no fly by night offshoot of quirky ideas. Don and Diana provide
worksheet guides to keep the discussion and time moving and inspirational. But the unexpected does arise. The first session one of our long-time church members, bearing what was
obviously something weighing heavy on her heart questioned her relationship with God
when she had been unable over a span of many years to forgive two people in her life for
their deep hurt of her as a child and a young woman. Though difficult she shared what those
hurts were and how they have affected her whole life. There was spontaneous support, acceptance and love shown from others in the group. A later conversation found she had finally
been able to forgive the two individuals, even though both are now deceased.
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Your journey…Your story (continued)
God Leads Us in Small Steps, Not Giant Leaps. We probably don’t think of our lives and the
steps we have taken in life as a journey, or that it is a story worth sharing. Or we look at our
story through the prism of what we have accomplished. We don’t like to admit even to ourselves the bad times, the times we ignored the Ten Commandments or when God wasn’t
much a part of our lives. Don and Diana each gave unflinching accounts of their individual
stories, warts and all as we often say. It was stunningly frank. It was a moment of Grace for
everyone in the circle. It was God leading us to look back over our lives, urging us to map out
the steps we have taken and see through it all how God draws us by grace. And from grace
and a better relationship with God we will know our purpose and know our way to releasing
his kingdom.
(Editor’s note: Even if you have not joined in to the meetings, it is easy to do so. There are
work sheets to guide us, but no one grades your effort or lack thereof. Come join in.)

The Holy Week of Easter
A Time to Remember Our Lord And Good Times With Family
As we approach the Holy Week of Easter, Christians around the world take time to reflect on
our deepest beliefs. We recognize this is the most important week of the Christian calendar.
It is also a beautiful time to cherish family memories. I have many warm memories of
Easter. Going to church with our families to experience the joy that Easter brings to our
hearts… remembering our grandparents, cousins and other family members who worshipped
together. I smile to think of one very special Easter when my sister gave me a surprise gift of
a white rabbit. I remember when we would run into our backyard to pick the purple wisteria
blossoms that grew in vines across the fence. One year, our Uncle Charles took us to see a
little silky white filly that was born on Easter Sunday at his farm. He named her “Easter.”
Some years on Easter we would go to the Cabin, my favorite childhood get-away place.
It was a quaint little cabin in the middle of Texas Hill Country that my godparents leased. We
all gathered in the kitchen to dye dozens of Easter eggs. Uncle Louie would wrap a rag of dye
around an egg, and if it didn’t meet his eye for beauty, he would simply toss the egg out of
the window and say, “didn’t like that one!” Also, at the Cabin, we didn’t have Easter baskets.
Instead, we would pull Spanish moss from tree branches and use it to fashion a “nest” for our
Easter eggs.
I have always enjoyed dying eggs. My sons liked the sometimes messy project when they
were young so they could have the traditional egg hunt with their cousins. Having good family
memories is important in life. But most of all, I remember the gift that Jesus gave the world…
and I am forever thankful. Have a very blessed Easter Holy Week. — Chylene Daub
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Bethel’s Springtime Plant Sale Returns in Full Bloom May 14
St. Louis is looking forward to Spring, and Bethel members and friends are looking forward
to the Bethel Plant Sale. It will be held Saturday, May 14, in the Fellowship Hall from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m.
After a couple years hiatus, the Plant Sale is returning with plans for a spectacular assortment of plants for your garden and home. There will be a wide variety of annuals and perennials, ornamental grasses and ground cover, and even small shrubs and trees. House plants
in beautiful containers, hanging baskets and decorative items for your garden will be available
for sale. Vegetable plants will include tomatoes in six or seven varieties, banana and green
peppers with plans to add even carrots, cucumbers, okra and zucchini.
Barb Jacobs, Bethel’s gardening enthusiast, will
again chair the event. She brings her love for and
knowledge of plants to spark enthusiasm for the
sale. Her basement has been transformed into a
growing room, and soon plants will be transplanted
and moved to outdoor greenhouses where she will
watch them attentively until time for the sale.

Barb Jacobs (Bethel’s gardening enthusiast)

Barb’s love for plants began as a child. Her dad loved plants, she says, and she remembers
gathering seeds from Silver Maple Trees (the little “samara” seeds that have wings and flitter
down like miniature helicopters.) She would plant them and was excited to see them grow.
Another plant that is easy to grow, she says, is the geranium. “I can usually plant geranium
seeds and see them sprout in three days.” “Half the joy is in growing (the plants,)” she says.
The other part of her joy is in sharing them. “I love to share plants,” Barb says. When she was
working fulltime, she would bring extra plants to work and let her co-workers “adopt a plant.”
At the end of the day, she says there were none left. Everyone had a little plant on their desk
ready to take home. Barb encourages anyone at Bethel who has a plant that they can divide
and share, to take part in the process.
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Bethel’s Springtime Plant Sale Returns in Full Bloom (cont.)
Already among her beautiful varieties are geraniums, snap dragons and various succulents
such as “donkey tail” sedum with beautiful trailing stems, also rabbit’s foot fern and tiger fern.
One of her favorites is the Chinese Friendship Plant because it produces offshoots that are
easy to separate and share with a friend.
If there are extra vegetable plants from the sale, Barb will plant
them in “God’s Garden” at Bethel. This is the vegetable garden
that is harvested to take produce to the Circle of Concern, a project that Bethel started when it was suggested by Jacob Camden.
Other plants that may be leftover will go to the Equine Therapy
Center, where Barb volunteers.
Bethel’s Plant Sale has always been a popular and successful
event for our church. The very first year, the sale raised $1,900.
Over its 10-year span the sale brought in $19,000 for the church.
Everyone can plan now to attend the sale, and if possible, you can
contribute plants. They do not have to be homegrown. Donations of six-packs and flats, or of Miracle Grow potting mix, and planters all will be welcome.
For questions, and more information, please call Barb Jacobs 314-570-9544.

God’s Garden
The reference to “God’s Garden” at Bethel brings to mind a well-known and often quoted
poem by Dorothy Frances Gurney. Ms. Gurney was an English poet, 1858-1932. Both her husband and her father were Anglican priests, and she was inspired to write hymns as well as her
poetry. Her best known poem “God’s Garden” contains this verse:
“The kiss of the sun for pardon, The song of the birds for mirth, One is nearer God’s heart
in a garden, Than anywhere else on earth.” Her poem is not about just any garden, but, as she
describes:
“The Lord God planted a garden, In the first white days of the world, And he set there an
angel warden, In a garment of white unfurled.” Not only did God plant a garden for man, but
he also walked with him there.
“So near to the peace of Heaven, That the hawk might nest with the wren, For there in the
cool of the evening, God walked with the first of men.” She also refers to Christ in the Garden
of Gethsemane with this verse:
“For He broke it for us in a garden, Under the olive trees, Where the angel of strength was
the warden, And the soul of the world found ease.” Her reference to “He broke it” means that
Christ’s heart was broken when he prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane before his crucifixion.
Garden plaques with the “Kiss of the Sun” verse are easily found in most gardening stores.
It is comforting to know that this verse is from a poem that was sincerely written as a testimony of God’s love for mankind.
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SAUSAGE & SCRAPPLE SALE - UPDATE
The BETHEL UMC MEN'S CLUB is sad to announce that due to the lack of interest the
Sausage & Scrapple Sale will be postponed till next year. We hope to see you there!
BETHEL’S PLANT SALE IS BACK FOR 2022!
Save the date - Saturday, May 14th, from 9:00 to 1:00. Plant donations are needed.
Bird houses and feeders are also welcome. We could also use a couple of
“secret shoppers” to check prices of popular items. This will help us to price
items competitively while still giving our customers a great deal.
For more information please contact Barb Jacobs at (314) 570-9544.

Ruth A, Diane D, Jewel Thanks for your donation of stamps. —Bethel UMC
CraftersThanks for the donation of the shredder. —Bethel UMC
Louella PThanks for your donation of two machines, one for coffee and one for hot water.
It was kind of you to think of our Fellowship time. — Bethel UMC
Sue BThanks for the donation of the camera. — Ginger

Giving
In an effort to make you aware of our ongoing income and expenses
Bert, our treasurer, has calculated our monthly expenses and we have provided
a total of our offerings for the given month as follows:
Total estimated monthly expenses: $16,500
Total offerings received as of 3/28: $12,741

Circle of Concern is currently in need of the following donations:
Cereal, Healthy Snacks, Canned Fruit/Chicken, Hygiene Products, Body Wash,
Razors, Shaving Cream, Shampoo, Pet Food/Litter, Laundry Detergent, Dish Soap
Checks can be sent to Bethel UMC or mailed to:
Circle of Concern, 112 St. Louis Avenue, Valley Park, MO 63088
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On The Calendar @ Bethel
Christian Perspectives Class—Sundays @ 9am
Follow The Cloud Book Study—Sundays after worship
Bethel Fitness—Mondays & Thursdays @ 9am
Crafters & Prayer Shawl Warriors—Thursdays @ 9:30am
Communion—Sunday, April 3
Palm Sunday Bonfire—Sunday, April 10 @4pm
Juliets’ Luncheon—Tuesday, April 12 at Big Chief @ 11:30
Easter Egg Hunt—Saturday, April 16 @ 10am
Easter—Sunday, April 17
Fellowship Time
Join us for coffee in fellowship hall after worship every Sunday. ALL are welcome.
OPEN Praise Team
Anyone with singing or instrumental musical talents interested in helping
the praise team please get in contact with Shirley Martka ASAP.

We are blessed to have a good number of gifted lay leaders
willing to help make our Zoom service a success.
Our schedule for April is as follows…
Date Devotion Music
Lead Prayer_ ZOOM
4/3
PB
Shirley Reeds
PB
TBD
4/10 PB
Shirley Diana W PB
TBD
4/17 PB
Shirley Don W PB
TBD
4/24 PB
Shirley OPEN
PB
TBD

PPT___
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

The ZOOM & PPT Teams arrange their own schedules.
We welcome additional volunteers, please call if interested. Training is provided.
April 2022 Contribution Recordkeeping Schedule
Sheila
RuthAnne/Bert
Bert
Ron
April
3
10
17
24

April

April 2022 Counters Schedule
Dale/Sheila RuthAnne/Bert RuthAnne/Suzi Ron
3
10
17
24
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Bethel United Methodist Church
17500 Manchester Road
Wildwood, MO 63038-1907

___

___

___

___

IL
APR
s!
New

Bethel United Methodist Church
Love God,
Love Others,
Serve All!

Please Join Us Sunday For Service
Service will be LIVE (with social distancing) in the sanctuary
@ 10 a.m. or you can use one of the following:
Church webpage: www.bethelunitedmethodist.org
Facebook Live: https: //www.facebook.com/BethelUMCWildwood “Like Us” on Facebook.
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood
Zoom: Please contact the church office at 636-458-2255 to receive the link.
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