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20/20 Vision Charting Bethel’s Future of Faith and Actions
A carry-in lunch following the May 1 church service, “one of the best things we do at Bethel
has been sorely missed during the pandemic over the last two years,” said Nina Hayes, as she
opened the anticipated report of the Vision Committee, which was also on the menu for the
day. “We are so grateful to once again be able to gather and begin to do those things we all
love and need to do to feed our souls,” she said. This brought nods of agreement and expressed the feelings of the nearly 40 people who attended. It seems best to share Nina’s
report here with minor editing.
Nina’s Report
Taking a hard look. We thought it might be a good time
to talk about the Vision Committee and what we have been
up to this past year—to bring you up to date on happenings
here at Bethel. Last year, in August, when it seemed the
world was making progress toward getting Covid under
control, a group of us at Bethel began looking at where our
beloved Bethel was in its mission and ministry, and what
our future looked like.
It seemed at the time that Bethel, like many other
churches and institutions, was in a bit of a holding pattern.
We began asking questions about what needed to be done,
and how we could accomplish those things to move forward when we could. Those of us asking the questions got together and prayed on these things, and absolutely felt God calling
each of us to move forward in forming a committee to take action and get busy!
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20/20 Vision Charting Bethel’s Future of Faith and Actions (cont.)
Taking it to the Governing Board. We approached the Governing Board and were challenged to begin studying Invitation, Nurture and Discipleship, the very foundation of stability
for Bethel. So we named ourselves The Vision Committee and began meeting last September
studying these three areas as well as to become educated about Bethel’s financial situation.
With that we set goals with the Governing Board for long range plans for our future.
Committees Return. We reestablished these seven basics: Vision, Education, Nurture,
Welcoming, Worship, Creative Ministries, and Communications/Marketing. The committee
chairs are Carla DeSalme, Suzi Hladky, Nina Hayes, Diane Schoenefeld, Shirley Martka, Diana
and Don Walsh, and Pam Queen. We continue to work on developing the Outreach, Invitation and Discipleship Committees.
Some ideas already in action. Everyone notices lots of things seem to be going on at
Bethel. There are “Listen to my voice” cemetery walks once a month—a quiet time away
from distractions to listen to what God may be saying to us. “Cast your fears into the fire”
bonfires will be held at least once a quarter. To help raise funds and allay expenses, a funeral
lunch protocol is already in place and others for small venue events are being developed
along with a schedule of charges for non-member use of Fellowship Hall for funerals, bridal
and baby showers, birthday parties, and meetings. These will help raise funds. Weddings in
the Sanctuary are being studied. We continue the Adopt a Highway program and are working on bringing back the Pet Blessing. We’ve done a test run on doing Thursday morning
breakfast for our Romeo men’s group as well as inviting other area men’s groups. With so
many wonderful Bethel bakers we are looking into holding a monthly bake sale. Exploration
is underway to once again develop a Friday night Youth program. Maybe making a phone call
or sending a card may be something a committee needs. Prayers to Fill Our Pews project is in
the works. ALL IDEAS ARE WELCOME! PLEASE SHARE ANY YOU MAY HAVE.
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20/20 Vision Charting Bethel’s Future of Faith and Actions (cont.)
God directed. It still gives all of us chills when we talk about those first meetings and how
many things God moved into place as we began working together. And it was perfect timing,
because the messages that began to be delivered shortly after urged us to concentrate, and
memorize Matthew 6:33 Seek ye first the kingdom of God. As we did this, we found God
leading us at every turn, assuring us in seeking first the kingdom he would show us the path.
Come Home to Bethel. This long used theme remains. We are not a big production
church. We do not put on a performance every Sunday with a stage filled with musicians and
big screens, but we do praise and worship God, demonstrating his love as a warm, loving
church family who embraces all that enter and makes this worship experience feel as comfortable as being in their own homes. The Vision Committee believes each and every one
of us wants this to continue to be how we want our church to be known and we believe
people are hungry for this feeling. In order for us to be “that Bethel”, it is going to take all of
us to do it.
Here’s the thing… given the average age of our current membership and attendees, we
have all been immersed most of our lives in working in this church, or another church, and it
is easy to want to sit back and enjoy these years while others do the work. Unfortunately, we
don’t have that luxury if Bethel is to survive.
God’s Plan for Bethel??? If we are honest, in our own thoughts and private conversations
we all wonder what indeed God’s plan is for Bethel and how long we can sustain this church.
The answer to that is found in placing our faith in his plan, praying every day for Bethel and
its future, and for everyone to keep on doing whatever you feel God is calling you to do in
whatever capacity you can do it. We’ve gathered today to let you know what we are doing
and where you can choose to be involved. Call me or any one of the committee chairs listed
for how to get started.
Vision—Nina Hayes
Welcoming—Suzi Hladky
Education—Carla DeSalme

Worship—Shirley Martka
Creative Ministries—Don & Diana Walsh
Communications/Marketing—Diane Schoenefeld

Nurture—Pam Queen
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A Sign of the Times!
One has to notice! Gone is the clutter of overgrown vegetation partially obscuring the
Bethel Church sign which gives service time and other pertinent information at the entrance
to the church driveway. Weeds gone and a bed of landscaping rock and evergreen shrubs
enhance the area and provide a clear view of the information and invitation to services. It
is also a sign of our church’s renewed energy and the undertaking of many efforts to move
Bethel forward.
Thanks to Matt & Grant Swanstrom and Ginger and Grace Doherty a truck full of overgrowth, weeds, and dead vegetation was removed, and flowers were transplanted, then the
ground was tilled, covered with weed control landscape fabric and topped with decorative
landscape rocks and precisely placed small shrubs.
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Bethel Plant Sale— A “Green” Success!
The return of Bethel’s plant sale May 14 turned Fellowship Hall into a virtual plant land
that brought out some 60-70 shoppers from our church family and the surrounding communities. Sales totaled $1,921.50. There were old friends returning, and new friends making the
rounds. Tables of plants lined the walls with signs indicating such things as annuals, perennials, vegetables, herbs, and so on. Asked for an estimate of how many plants, Barb Jacobs
chairperson of the event, said “ZILLIONS!!!!” And so it must have seemed, to the many who
helped all the way from growing, potting, marking, identifying and getting them set up for
sale. Augmenting the plants, were an array of garden related items, decorated inspirational
rocks, and flower and wreath arrangements.
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Special Confirmation Service, Baptism Recognize Bethel Youth
Both a baptism and confirmation services were part of a special church service on Sunday,
May 22, with three Bethel youth ready to confirm their commitment to Jesus Christ. Pastor
Bob Seaman administered the sacrament of baptism for his own grandson Quill Ray Gene
Dunivent. Pastor Bob also presided over the confirmation of his granddaughter Autumn Kate
Seaman, and of Samantha Lee Swanstrom, and her brother Grant Steven Swanstrom.
Confirmation is a meaningful, special service in the Methodist Church when young people
can confirm the commitment that was made at the time of their baptism. The United Methodist Church describes confirmation as “an important marker along our spiritual journeys.”
Although it is not a sacrament, it is closely linked to baptism.
For young people, it is their first public profession of their intent to live as faithful disciples
of Jesus Christ, to live out the vows of the baptismal covenant.
In special classes the confirmands have learned about the history and heritage of the
Methodist Church. During the confirmation service, they are asked to take the same vows of
membership in the United Methodist Church and their local congregation. The congregation
is asked to participate in the service as well. All are asked to renew their baptism vows,
profess their faith with the confirmands, and promise to support them on their journey.
Pastor Bob encouraged the confirmands as they embark on this journey, reminding them
to remember those who have influenced them and advising them that “Your faith will be
tested. Be ready, stay ready,” to meet this challenge, he said.
Grant Swanstrom, age 15, is a ninth grader at Washington High School. Samantha
Swanstrom, age 11, has just graduated from sixth grade at Labadie Elementary. Their parents
are Matt and Bonnie Swanstrom, and their grandparents are Dr. Don and Diana Walsh.
Autumn, age 11, is a fifth grader at Pond Elementary School. Her mother is Bethany Seaman, and she is the granddaughter of Pastor Bob and Janet Seaman.
Quill Dunivent, who is just shy of his first birthday, is the son of Jesse and Lorrie Dunivent.
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Keep the Faith—Faith in Action is Still Here
Hold on to those bright orange t-shirts with the Faith in Action logo. They were out in
force at the May 14 Bethel Plant Sale identifying the Bethel folks who were aiding buyers as
they answered questions, aided with sales and helped carry buyers purchases to their cars.
We tend to associate the shirts only with our projects like the Baking Goods collection for
Circle of Concern, the foodbank Bethel helps throughout the year. Those projects where we
gathered to work together ground to a halt during the two years of Covid.
Keep Your Shirt On. We frequently use that expression to stop an unwanted action.
Ginger reported that several people have asked her about Faith in Action events and wanting
to turn in their Faith in Action t-shirts. The new Visioning Committee (see story page 1 of this
issue of Open Door) are looking at several events that would bring out the T-shirts to identify
Bethel taking actions of faith.
Concerns of Circle of Concern. Due to the pandemic, the requests from Circle of Concern
have been monetary help or gift cards instead of the actual collection of items out of fear of
spreading the virus. Many at Bethel would be comfortable participating in FIA events for the
food bank, but at this time Circle of Concern is not yet there. Unfortunately this is having an
effect on volunteers at the agency and all local food pantries are suffering due to a lack of
contributions.
Bethel Cart Donations Down. The donations of food and products are down that used to
fill the Circle of Concern grocery cart in the elevator lobby at Bethel every week. Diane Smith
who has taken over delivery of items to the food bank told the congregation at the Sunday
May 15 service that donations are down considerably and she is making fewer trips. She
asked us all to think about food donations to this worthy cause where we know it does good
for families in our own community. The vegetable garden will be planted very soon. Bethel
will provide fresh vegetables again this year, but harvest is many weeks away. A list of items
most needed by the foodbank is listed in this publication (page 10) and in weekly news items
sent out from Bethel.
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Faith of Our Fathers
As Father’s Day approaches, I am reminded of one of my favorite hymns from my childhood church. “Faith of Our Fathers” brings back memories of St. Matthew’s Methodist
Church in Houston, Texas, where I learned to love attending church. Researching the song,
I found that it was written by the British theologian Frederick William Faber in 1849, and
originally was a Catholic hymn. It was written in memory of martyrs at the time of the establishment of the Church of England by Henry VIII.
Faber lived from 1814 to 1863. He was ordained into the Church of England in 1839,
becoming an Anglican vicar, but later was received into the Catholic church in 1845. He was
ordained as a Catholic priest in 1847. He is remembered as an orator and devotional writer.
But he also wrote approximately 150 hymns and he encouraged congregational singing.
“Faith of Our Fathers” is his best known hymn. It is in our Methodist hymnal, page 151,
with the second verse slightly changed into a Protestant adaptation. The verse reads: “Faith
of our fathers, we will strive to win all nations unto Thee; And through the truth that comes
from God, mankind shall then be truly free.”

I always considered the hymn as referring to all soldiers who have given their lives to fight
for freedom for all mankind. This is especially true for American soldiers.
A second hymn written by Faber that is in our Methodist hymnal is “There’s a Wideness in
God’s Mercy,” page 69. It’s beautiful first verse reads:
“There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea.
There’s a kindness in his justice, which is more than liberty.“
“There is welcome for the sinner, and more graces for the good.
There is mercy with the Savior, there is healing in his blood.”

8

A Father’s Day Is a Special Time to Honor Our Fathers
June 17, the designated third Sunday of June known as Father’s Day is a time for us to
remember our fathers who have passed, and a time to honor and enjoy our fathers who are
still with us. It took a while for our nation to catch up with the celebration of Mother’s Day,
some 58 years, before Father’s Day was declared a national holiday in 1972 when President
Richard Nixon signed a proclamation making the day a federal holiday.
History tells us that it was 1910 when a daughter, one of six children of a widowed father,
worked to designate a national Father’s Day. It is in that spirit that we recognize our fathers
not just on one designated day, but every day for things large and small. But we have to recognize these celebrations may bring mixed emotions when children and adults may not have
mothers and fathers under the same roof. With children it may be a good time to recognize
they consider themselves as being part of each parent, and kind words not barbs about the
absent parent can heal many hearts. It is a good time to remember whatever the situation on
these holidays, we are all children of God the Father and add prayers for that on this day as
well.
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Diane S, Ruth A, Louella P,
Thanks for your donation of stamps.—Bethel UMC
Matt, Grant, Ginger & Grace,
Thank you so much for your hard work in beautifying our front marquee.
It looks great!—Carla
Barb & crafters,
Thanks for all the hard work on making the plant sale a success.—Bethel UMC
Boy Scouts & other volunteers,
Thanks for placing the flags in the cemetery for Memorial Day.—Bethel UMC
Bethel family & friends,
Glory be to God for all my Bethel Family and Friends who helped me recover through
prayers, cards and concerned hearts. You made me strong with all your support during
the difficult challenges I faced not only with my illness, but through Bob's illness and
passing. God bless you all and know that I am truly grateful.
In His love and mine— Pat Suter
Grace added a beautiful musical tribute on Sunday, May 1,
when she performed “Amazing Grace” on her violin
during Holy Communion.
Thank you, Grace for sharing your talent with the congregation!
OPEN Praise Team
Anyone with singing or instrumental musical talents interested in helping
the praise team please get in contact with Shirley Martka ASAP.

Giving
In an effort to make you aware of our ongoing income and expenses
Bert, our treasurer, has calculated our monthly expenses and we have provided
a total of our offerings for the given month as follows:
Total estimated monthly expenses:
Total offerings received as of 5/23/22:

$16,500
$10,882.50

Faith In Action—Summer Kid Bags
Circle of Concern is requesting monetary donations so they can buy kid friendly foods such
as: mac & cheese, pb&j, canned pasta, cereal, cheese sticks, and fresh fruit to bridge the
summer hunger gap. They are in critical need of the following items: snacks, dinner helpers,
and jelly. They also need pasta sauce, baby wipes, size 6 Poise pads, and
women’s L/XL pull up incontinence briefs. Thanks for your donations!
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On The Calendar @ Bethel
Christian Perspectives Class—Sundays @ 9am
Bethel Fitness—Mondays & Thursdays @ 9am
Crafters & Prayer Shawl Warriors—Thursdays @ 9:30am
Communion—Sunday, June 5
Juliets’ Luncheon—Tuesday, June 14 at Sunny Street Cafe @ 11:30
Father’s Day—Sunday, June 19
Fellowship Time
Join us for coffee in fellowship hall after worship every Sunday.
ALL are welcome.

We are blessed to have a good number of gifted lay leaders
willing to help make our Zoom service a success.
Our schedule for June is as follows…
Date Devotion Music
Lead Prayer_ ZOOM
6/5 PB
Shirley Reeds
PB
TBD
6/12 PB
Shirley Diana W PB
TBD
6/19 PB
Shirley Don
PB
TBD
6/26 PLen Shirley Helen
PLen TBD

PPT___
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

The ZOOM & PPT Teams arrange their own schedules.
We welcome additional volunteers, please call if interested. Training is provided.

June 2022 Contribution Recordkeeping Schedule
RuthAnne/
Sheila
Bert
Bert
Ron
June
5
12
19
26

June

June 2022 Counters Schedule
Dale/Sheila RuthAnne/Bert RuthAnne/Suzi Ron
5
12
19
26
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Bethel United Methodist Church
17500 Manchester Road
Wildwood, MO 63038-1907
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Bethel United Methodist Church
Love God,
Love Others,
Serve All!

Please Join Us Sunday For Service
Service will be LIVE (with social distancing) in the sanctuary
@ 10 a.m. or you can use one of the following:
Church webpage: www.bethelunitedmethodist.org
Facebook Live: https: //www.facebook.com/BethelUMCWildwood “Like Us” on Facebook.
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood
Zoom: Please contact the church office at 636-458-2255 to receive the link.
12

