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A Warm Welcome for Pastor Jeff
Bethel greeted our new Pastor Jeff Fothergill and his family with a warm welcome on
Sunday, July 3. Jeff joins a long line of pastors
at our historic church which had its beginning
in 1858. Jeff is a familiar face to Bethel members who have embraced him as both a
church member and lay leader for the United
Methodist Church of Missouri.
Pastor Fothergill focused on “home” as a
theme of his sermon, which is appropriate
because Bethel’s motto is “Come Home to
Bethel.” We look forward to the new year
with a new pastor at Bethel UMC.

Making new friends
Maia Cross and Sebastian, grandson of Pastor Jeff
and Carol Fothergill, showed their shared appreciation
for Prince during a reception for our new pastor in
Fellowship Hall. Prince is the service dog for Maia’s
great-grandmother Elaine Hellweg.

1

Listening for God’s Voice
The first scheduled “listen to my voice” walk in the Bethel Cemetery was June 11 of this
year and they are scheduled on the Bethel calendar the second Saturday of each month.
Of course the walk can be done any time the cemetery is open
from dawn to dusk. And the Bethel cemetery is not the only
place a walk like this can be done. The notice assured that it
could be done anyplace: a park, a school track, in the mall or
your own yard, for instance. The important thing is making an
intentional effort to listen for what God has to say to us. Our
experiences are private; our “encounters” are between ourselves and God, but this reporter’s experience is something
I would like to share.
The bird in the bush. It was one of those lovely spring days when it feels good in the sun,
and all around the early flowers were pushing up through the earth, and shrubs and trees
were just beginning to bud out. I was in my backyard and decided to sit in a patio chair and
take in the beauty of it all. It was then I noticed a bright red male
Cardinal at eye level sitting in the center of a large bush no more
than 7 feet away. He was turned away from me, looking out over
the yard. He seemed oblivious to my presence. I sat wondering
how birds like this survived the cold winter. Was he taking a rest
from duties with a mate in the hatching process for baby birds?
Wondered a lot of things and thought about the incredible miracle
of flight God gives to birds. Still he sat looking out on the yard still
taking no note of me. Struck by the beauty of the feathers and the
little top-knot on his head I spoke softly aloud—“You are so beautiful. God has made you so beautiful and given you the ability to survive and live. And fly.” Still
he didn’t move. Then the thought came that we, too, are marvelously made and we should be
thankful for it and not always complaining, or pointing out our deficiencies. There were no audible words, but I was filled with a sense of assurance of God’s presence that was stronger
than any I had felt before. The beautiful bird then went winging off into the air—not startled,
not seemingly aware of me at all—just doing his God given thing. Was that God’s voice? It
seems so to me.
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Bethel Holds First Cast Your Fears Bonfire
Most of us, despite our faith walk with God and the trust we put in him, suffer daily with
some sort of fear… often unfounded, but present still the same. We worry about our families,
about travel, about finances, about relationships, our health, and most recently a frightening
pandemic. And on and on and on…..
This is a song played on Christian Radio (99.1 JOY FM in St. Louis) by Christian artist Zach
Williams titled “Fear is a Liar”. The lyrics of the chorus are:
“Fear, he is a liar
He will take your breath
Stop you in your tracks
He will rob you your rest
Steal your happiness
Cast your fear in the fire
Cause fear is a liar”
There are several scripture references in the Bible of things being “cast into the fire”
and something about the idea of casting our fears into the fire gives the feeling of freeing
ourselves of these things which burden us and giving them to God. This then became an inspiration for our church to host a “Cast your fears into the fire” bonfire, where we would
each write our fears, worries, burdens on cards and then toss them into the fire, giving them
to God.
The first Cast Your Fears bonfire was held on June 25, 2022 with around 15 people. The
evening began rather warm, making some skeptical a fire was a good idea, but as the sun
began to set, cooler temps moved in and it became a beautiful time together. Music was provided through the talents of Shirley Martka and her brother Danny who lives in Nashville, but
was in town to play for Sunday Service. Everyone sang along with much loved songs played
on his guitar, enjoyed snacks and fellowship together, and placed their written words into the
fire. What each person has written and burned is kept confidential between them and God.
The event was such a success all agreed we should do this on a quarterly basis and have
planned the next one for October 22, 2022. We will also be roasting hotdogs, making s’mores
and carving pumpkins! Hope to see you there!
Editor's Note: Story submitted to The Open Door editors by Nina Hayes.
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Did Someone Say “Ice Cream?”
Summertime and ice cream go together. Bethel hosted an Ice Cream Social after church
services on July 10, inviting everyone to gather in Fellowship Hall. A variety of ice cream
flavors were available, along with your choice of toppings, and other bakery goodies.
Thanks to the board for the delicious desserts!

Bethel board members, from left,
Carla DeSalme, Diane Schoenefeld
and Suzi Hladky serve Gary Hayes
at the Ice Cream Social.

Journey Lantz enjoyed her bowl
of ice cream with her grandmother Nina Lantz.

Members gathered in Fellowship Hall to enjoy the plethora of sweets. What a treat!

Send Us Your Photos
School will be opening again soon. Do you have a favorite photo of your kids
or grandkids boarding the school bus? This is Savannah Daub (who is now
Sweet 16) when she was taking cupcakes for her friends at school. We want
to see those smiles, even if they are from years past. Please email them
before August 26 to: secretary@bethelunitedmethodist.org.
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Fields Full of Smiles
It is bright yellow and stands tall in the garden, taller than most other plants, and when
you see it, it makes you smile. No mystery here, it is the sunflower which adds beauty to gardens and often covers Missouri fields in late summer.
Sunflowers are quite interesting. The flower heads actually turn their faces to the sun, as
they track the sun throughout the day. This is a trait called heliotropism.
The sunflower is native to North America, and native Americans grew them as crops, making use of the oil for cooking and also for medicinal use. The oil was used for skin ailments.
Sunflowers, which can be both bright yellow or purple, provided dye for the Indians as well.
They believed the sunflower was a symbol of courage so warriors would take sunflower cakes
when they went into battle.
Spiritually, the sunflower symbolizes faith, adoration, and loyalty to something that is bigger and brighter than oneself. And, of course, the name “sunflower” reminds us of Jesus, son
of God, who brought light to the world of darkness.
These pictures were taken last August at the Columbia Bottom Conservation Area in north
St. Louis County. Fields are in bloom during mid-July and into August. If you have a chance to
see a sunflower field in person, it is well worth the trip.
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Our Chicken Supper Returns September 10!
So everyone let’s mark our calendars for Saturday, September 10 from 2:00 to 7.00 p.m.!
The event chairpersons, Carla DeSalme and Nina Lantz will be sending out letters soon with
all the details and how we can do our part. The menu is the same mouth-watering one we
have come to expect: Fried chicken, authentic home-made German potato salad,
green beans, coleslaw, apple sauce, desserts and beverages.
There will be crafts! There will be fellowship! There will be fun!
Ruth A, Diane S, and Louella,
Thanks for your donation of stamps.—Bethel UMC
Nina L,
Thanks for your donation of a new flag.—Bethel UMC
Gary & Ron,
Thanks for replacing 22 old lightbulbs in and outside the building.—Bethel UMC
OPEN Praise Team
Anyone with singing or instrumental musical talents interested in helping
the praise team please get in contact with Shirley Martka ASAP.

Giving
In an effort to make you aware of our ongoing income and expenses
Bert, our treasurer, has calculated our monthly expenses and we have
provided a total of our offerings for the given month as follows:
Total estimated monthly expenses:
Total offerings received as of 7/25/22:

$11,300
$11,188.58

Faith In Action—Summer Kid Bags
Circle of Concern is requesting monetary donations so they can buy kid friendly foods
to bridge the summer hunger gap, gift cards for school supplies and gas cards for clients.
Also, they are in critical need of the following items:
cereal, snacks, dinner helpers, pasta sauce, baking items,
canned fruit, body wash, laundry detergent and condiments.
Please leave non-perishable food donations in the shopping cart
next to the elevator. Thanks for your donations!
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On The Calendar @ Bethel
Christian Perspectives Class—Sundays @ 9am
Bethel Fitness—Mondays & Thursdays @ 9am
Crafters & Prayer Shawl Warriors—Thursdays @ 9:30am
Board Meeting—Tuesday, August 2 @ 7pm
Communion—Sunday, August 7
Juliets’ Luncheon—Tuesday, August 9 at Big Chief @ 11:30
Listening for God’s Voice (walk)—Saturday, August 13
Pastor Len @ the pulpit—Sunday, August 14
Deadline for Bethel Scholarships—Monday, August 15
Listening/Planning Session after worship— Sunday, August 21
Fellowship Time
Join us for coffee in fellowship hall after worship every Sunday.
ALL are welcome.
Nursery
Now open during Sunday service.

We are blessed to have a good number of gifted lay leaders
willing to help make our Zoom service a success.
Our schedule for August is as follows…
Date Devotion Music
Lead Prayer_ ZOOM
8/7 PJeff
Shirley Don W
PJeff TBD
8/14 PJeff
Shirley Shirley G PJeff TBD
8/21 PJeff
Shirley Louella
PJeff TBD
8/28 PJeff
Shirley Carolyn PJeff TBD

PPT___
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

The ZOOM & PPT Teams arrange their own schedules.
We welcome additional volunteers, please call if interested. Training is provided.
August 2022 Contribution Recordkeeping Schedule
Sheila
RuthAnne/Bert
Bert
Ron
August
7
14
21
28

August

August 2022 Counters Schedule
Dale/Sheila RuthAnne/Bert RuthAnne/Suzi Ron
7
14
21
28
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Bethel United Methodist Church
17500 Manchester Road
Wildwood, MO 63038-1907

___

___

!

___

s
New

___

UST
G
U
A

Bethel United Methodist Church
Love God,
Love Others,
Serve All!

Please Join Us Sunday For Service
Service will be LIVE (with social distancing) in the sanctuary
@ 10 a.m. or you can use one of the following:
Church webpage: www.bethelunitedmethodist.org
Facebook Live: https: //www.facebook.com/BethelUMCWildwood “Like Us” on Facebook.
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood
Zoom: Please contact the church office at 636-458-2255 to receive the link.
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