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BETHEL’S SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM NAMES FOUR NEW AWARDEES
Welcome four new scholarship recipients for the 2022-23 school year:
Jessica Gaehle, Florida Southern College
Dylan Howard, Missouri State University (Grandson of Diane Smith)
Ashley Queen, St. Louis Community College in Wildwood
Abigail Reed, Skidmore College in NY
This brings the number of students Bethel has helped with this award to 33 since the
program’s beginning. The program began in 2005 and ran through 2016. It was started by a
generous gift from long-time members Mary and Edie Schalk, who passed away many years
ago. The initial amount was to be invested wisely to gain in value and was never to fall below
the initial gift amount. This careful stewarding of the fund allowed Bethel to fund some of the
education expense of students whose parents or grandparents were Bethel members or affiliated with Bethel. The program was revived in 2021. We wish all the recipients the best and
give a big shout out to our four new awardees!
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TOO CUTE TO MISS!
The September issue featuring back to school photos missed these three smiling photos of
the grandchildren of Nina and Gary Hayes, due to their school start date and a picture of
Grace from years ago. Just too cute to miss and a reminder of how important school is in
their lives!

Nina & Gary’s grandchildren’s 1st Day Back to School:
Charlotte—Preschool

Aubrey—1st Grade

Mitch—Preschool

Grace (now 16 years old)
1st Day of Kindergarten

CHICKEN DINNER RETURNS TO A GRATEFUL CROWD
On Sept. 10, Bethel UMC opened its doors for the 96th Annual
Chicken Dinner and Fall Craft Boutique and was greeted with a
steady crowd. They came, not just for our “famous” fried chicken
dinner, but also for the warm
fellowship that everyone knows
they will find at Bethel.
Pastor Jeff Fothergill greeted folks as they came in
with smiles, anxious to order their dinners and to shop for
holiday wares. And they left, still smiling, saying they were
glad that the chicken dinner was back after a 2-year break
because of the Covid pandemic. Once again, the homemade German potato salad was a favorite on the menu.
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CHICKEN DINNER RETURNS TO A GRATEFUL CROWD (CONT.)
The day was a great success. We actually sold out of chicken, serving some 520 dinners.
Bethel members chipped in to help in the preparation of the meal, setting up Fellowship Hall,
serving diners, catering to those who ordered take-out, and finally, clean-up. Thanks to everyone who participated, including Boy Scout Troop 682, who also came to help in the dining
room and with clean-up.
Chicken dinner Co-chairmen Carla DeSalme and Nina Lantz are ready to look forward to
next year. Just think, it will be our 97th annual.

We hope to see you
next year at our 97th
Annual Chicken Dinner!
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MoDot Makes Important Change for Bethel’s Adopt-a-Highway-Program
“MoDot has given us a smaller area for our Adopt-a-Highway program,” notes Alison Verbeck who along with Mark heads up Bethel’s participation. “We are now cleaning the north
and south sides of Highway 100 from Highway 109 to Pond Road. This corresponds more
closely to the program’s “one mile”. Previously Alison notes, we were cleaning all the way to
Taylor Road from Pond Road “making ‘our mile’ one way closer to a mile and a half, or three
miles total to cover.
There were 7 volunteers for the most recent highway cleanup on Saturday, September 17—
Alison and Mark Verbeck, Greg and Jan Allerdissen, Katie and Mike Severns, and Suzi
Hladky. Alison reports--“With that much help we were able to fill 10 bags with trash
in just over an hour. We appreciate all the volunteer help!” And so does all of Bethel!

‘THE CHOSEN’ FILM PREMIER WINS SOLID APPROVAL
Following the September 18 church service and fellowship time, chairs were brought in
place for movie watching on the big TV screen in Fellowship Hall. There was an audience of
15 counting the Walshes. Don Walsh was “projectionist” and Diane Walsh started the session
with an excellent and helpful two page summary of information on the first episode and ended with thoughts and suggestions for discussion and refection. The Chosen, she explains, is
based on the true stories of the gospels of Jesus Christ. But it is not a straight line from birth
to crucifixion. Rather episodes often begin, as did the first one, with a flashback to scripture
taken from earlier Biblical times than Jesus’ ministry, about 30 AD. These ancient works tie into the gospel story told in the Bible.

Following the end of the Season 1, Episode 1,
the viewers were silent. It took a moment to
reenter our familiar world. Everyone seemed
still caught up in what they had experienceda bit in awe even at what they had just viewed.
A good discussion soon followed. A viewing of
the second episode is set for Friday evening,
September 30, at 5 p.m., led by Nina and
Gary Hayes.
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BETHEL OPEN MEETING MINUTES
Pastor Jeff Fothergill hosted an open meeting after church service on Sunday, Aug. 21, to
listen to suggestions and any concerns from the congregation.
He said that weekly Sunday bulletins will be provided soon, outlining the Order of Worship
and hymns for the day. It will include an attendance tab and also will list the week’s announcements and upcoming events. Holy Communion will be resumed in September. Pastor
Len Krudop, will administer communion, as this requires an ordained Elder.
The group discussed the Order of Worship, suggesting that the Offering be moved to later
in the service, and to consider including the Apostles Creed as well as the “Passing of the
Peace.” Bethel members have always enjoyed greeting all their friends and visitors. A suggestion was made to create a Welcoming Bag for first-time visitors. This could include a short
history of Bethel and an introduction to the Methodist church. It could also have a gift of a
crocheted cross or other Christian symbol.
Ruth Anne Krueger suggested that we need to reach Bethel members who have not
returned to church since Covid. She said we could send flyers for our Chicken Dinner and include instructions for joining Bethel’s Zoom service.
Pastor Jeff mentioned that we should always consider our activities in light of Bethel’s
motto to strive to “Make Disciples for Christ.” Louella Phipps stated that this is always a goal
of Bethel’s “Prayer Warriors.” She said we can rely on the “power of prayer” to help people
heal from illness and to face the problems we encounter in everyday life.
Upcoming events that are being planned include our annual Chicken Dinner on Sept. 10,
the “Cast Your Cares into the Fire” bonfire in late October, a Pet Blessing in November, and the
Cookie Walk and Craft Fair in early December. A Christmas open house with carolers and a
tour of our sanctuary was discussed. Also suggested was a cemetery tour with a hayride, featuring stories of some of the pioneers buried at Bethel Cemetery. Actors in costume would
depict the characters. Details on these events will be announced in the Open Door.

PUTTING LISTENING INTO ACTION
The weekly Sunday bulletin has returned! The “Passing of the Peace” is again part of
Bethel’s service and tradition. The Worship Committee had already had “greeters” once again
at the openings to the Sanctuary and restarted ushers taking the offering. The offering itself
has now been moved per the suggestion at the meeting to later in the service. And the Doxology is sung as the offering is placed on the altar.
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PUTTING LISTENING INTO ACTION (cont.)
Communion is served once again and will continue on the first Sunday of each month. The
plastic communion cups served their purpose during the pandemic.
Remember before last Easter, each Sunday we were handed a memory of our Christian
faith and tradition: a small crocheted cross, a skeleton key (keys to the kingdom) and a nail.
So much has evolved from these efforts.
Planning and progress on some of the other suggestions from the meeting are being considered. Time will tell. But think how far we have come since our church had to step up to put
in place the measures needed for Bethel to survive. We move forward with Pastor Jeff’s
reminder that our activities and actions are to “Make Disciples for Christ.”

CAST YOUR FEARS INTO THE BONFIRE
SATURDAY OCTOBER 22, 3-6PM
Halloween will be just around the corner, and the days will be
growing shorter, so an earlier time is a good choice. But you
can arrive or leave anytime within the hours shown. There will be an outdoor fire pit set up
on the lower parking lot at Bethel. (Parallel with Manchester where the basketball hoop is
located.)
This is a spiritual moment to write down our private fears or joys and cast them
into the fire to send them God’s way. It is also a time to enjoy each other and the
things of the season. There will be roasting hog dogs, making s‘mores and carving
or painting pumpkins.
You bring—A folding chair, your pumpkin and tools, and if you wish something to drink.
Musical instruments and group singing are also welcome.
Provided—Notecards to write down your thoughts to cast into the fire. (What is written and
burned is kept confidential between each person and God.)
Hot dogs and s’mores makings.
RSVP—If you are planning to attend, please call Ginger at the church office, so planners can
be sure of enough food. Thanks.
ALL TOGETHER NOW: MARK YOUR CALENDAR
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PET BLESSINGS AND FUN PET SHOW
BRING YOUR PETS ON SATURDAY NOV. 5
Have you ever wanted to bring your dog or other family pet to church?
This is your chance. On Saturday, Nov. 5, you can bring your “best friend” to Bethel for a
full day of fun, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Pet Blessings will be offered by Pastor Jeff Fothergill
throughout the day in the courtyard.

A Fun Pet Show with classes such as Loveliest Canine
Lady, Most Fabulous Fella, Dog with the Waggiest Tail,
the Largest, Smallest and Most Unusual Non-Canine Pet,
Most Precious Pup, Best Costume, Best Trick, Best Junior
Handler, Best Senior Dog, and Best Dog-Owner LookAlikes. More classes may be added. Prizes will be awarded to the winners. There will also be Pet Parades to give
every pet a chance to show off to the crowd.

RE
YOU A
D!
INVITE
All dogs and cats must be current on
their vaccinations. Pre-registrations will be
offered, but you can also register on the same day of the event. All pets must be restrained
with a leash or in a container at all times while on the church grounds. Participants and
attendees are invited for hot dogs and other refreshments, or you can bring your own picnic
lunch.
When Bethel UMC held a Pet Blessing event a few years ago, the pets included not just
dogs and cats, but bunnies, a goat, and at least one snake. And, yes, each one received a
blessing from the pastor.
This event is open to the public, so let your friends and neighbors know that they are invited to participate in this special fun event. Pre-registration for the event can be done online
at: www.bethelunitedmethodist.org or in person the day of the event.
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Ruth A, and Louella,
Thanks for your donation of stamps. — Bethel UMC
Bethel Members,
Thank you all very much for the scholarship. I’m truly grateful for the opportunities this will
provide me with. I plan on using the money to help towards my courses, books and
supplies. Sincerely, Dylan H
Pastor Jeff,
Thank you for letting us use the Fellowship Hall for my wife’s (Julie) Celebration Of Life.
It was perfect. — Ken M

OPEN Praise Team
Anyone with singing or instrumental musical talents interested in helping
the praise team please get in contact with Shirley Martka ASAP.

Giving
In an effort to make you aware of our ongoing income and expenses
Bert, our treasurer, has calculated our monthly expenses and we have
provided a total of our offerings for the given month as follows:
Total estimated monthly expenses:
Total offerings received as of 9/26/22:

$11,300.00
$12,815.50

Circle of Concern
They are in critical need of the following items:
cereal, snacks packs (8-12 servings), canned potatoes/carrots,
dinner “helpers”, jam /jelly, condiments, men’s body wash,
razors, sz 1 diapers, women’s pull-up incontinence briefs
Please leave non-perishable food donations in the shopping
cart next to the elevator. Thanks for your donations!
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On The Calendar @ Bethel
Bethel Fitness—Mondays & Thursdays @ 9am
Crafters & Prayer Shawl Warriors—Thursdays @ 9:30am
Viewing of The Chosen—Fridays @ 5pm or Sundays after worship
Christian Perspectives Class—Sundays @ 9am
World Communion Day—Sunday, Oct. 2
Board Meeting—Tuesday, Oct. 4 @ 7pm
Listening For God’s Voice (cemetery walk)—Saturday, Oct. 8
Juliets’ Luncheon—Tuesday, Oct. 11 at Big Chiefs @ 11:30
Cast Your Fears Bonfire—Saturday, Oct. 22 @3-6pm
Pet Blessings & Fun Pet Show—Saturday, Nov. 5 @10-2pm
Fellowship Time
Join us for coffee in fellowship hall after worship every Sunday.
ALL are welcome.
Nursery
Open during Sunday service.

We are blessed to have a good number of gifted lay leaders
willing to help make our Zoom service a success.
Date
10/2
10/9
10/16
10/23
10/30

Our schedule for October is as follows…
Devotion Music
Lead Prayer_ ZOOM
PJeff
Shirley
Diana W PJeff TBD
PJeff
Shirley Carolyn PJeff TBD
PJeff
Shirley Louella PJeff TBD
PJeff
Shirley Don
PJeff TBD
PJeff
Shirley Shirley G PJeff TBD

PPT
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

The ZOOM & PPT Teams arrange their own schedules.
We welcome additional volunteers, please call if interested. Training is provided.
October 2022 Contribution Recordkeeping Schedule
Sheila
RuthAnne/Bert
Bert
Bert
Open
October
2
9
16
23
30
October 2022 Counters Schedule
Dale/Sheila RuthAnne/Bert RuthAnne/Suzi Bert/Debbie Barb/RAK
October
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Bethel United Methodist Church
17500 Manchester Road
Wildwood, MO 63038-1907
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Bethel United Methodist Church
Love God,
Love Others,
Serve All!

Please Join Us Sunday For Service
Service will be LIVE in the sanctuary
@ 10 a.m. or you can use one of the following:
Church webpage: www.bethelunitedmethodist.org
Facebook Live: https: //www.facebook.com/BethelUMCWildwood “Like Us” on Facebook.
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood
Zoom: Please contact the church office at 636-458-2255 to receive the link.
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