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BETHEL SHABBAT DINNER 
 

“Jesus was among us seated in the one empty chair...”  

 

   This observation was by Sheila Olive who attended the Shabbat dinner hosted at Bethel by 

Nina and Gary Hayes.  They were inspired by the 2nd episode of the television series  “The  

Chosen” titled “Shabbat”. The series is being shown on Sunday mornings after worship service 

and on Friday evenings at 5 p.m.  

   In depicting what the actual lives of 

those  involved at this time of Christian 

history, we achieve a better understand-

ing of Jesus—both as a human and as 

the Son of God. As Sheila points out,   

we feel his presence among us.  The re-

creation of a Shabbat service and the 

dinner were a success in every sense. In 

addition to Gary and Nina those attend-

ing were:   Diana Walsh, Karl and Diane 

Schoenefeld, Tony and Suzi Hladky and 

Sheila Olive. 

   The food, while not Kosher in the sense that it was blessed by a Rabbi, Nina says “I prepared 

food items that would be served at a Shabbat dinner. For appetizers we had a charcuterie tray 

of cheeses, nuts, salami, grapes, olives, strawberries and pita chips, an offering of hummus 

and crackers, and a Baba Ganoush (roasted eggplant) dip with Parmesan crisps. For dinner   

we had baked chicken and rice, potato latkes, cucumber salad with Feta cheese, and Charoset     

(a favored Jewish apple-cinnamon-pecan medley) and bread with herb infused oil. Dessert 

was Baklava and small cinnamon-rolled pastries.”  
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BETHEL SHABBAT DINNER (continued) 
 
 

     Nina followed an order of the Shabbat service she 

found online. The Shabbat dinner begins with wel-

coming guests to the table, then the lighting of the 

candles.   A Shabbat prayer for God’s calling us to 

“light the candles of Shabbat” was prayed. The next 

prayer offered blessings over the wine (we used 

grape juice and two other  flavored waters) and the 

final blessing was over the bread which is offered 

after the napkin that had been placed over the bread 

was removed.  Suzi and Tony Hladky and Sheila Olive 

were asked for their “review” of this creative and 

wonderful sounding evening. Here are their words. 

 

   SUZI and TONY HLADKY: Nina made the most delicious chicken and rice, cucumber salad,  

Baba Ganoush, even homemade Baklava. The table was set with candles and sea shells.       

Before we ate we lit the candles and Nina blessed the food with prayer. It was beautiful, 

meaningful and delicious!   

    SHEILA OLIVE:  First I want to express to Nina how much I appreciated all the  effort she put 

in to making the Shabbat dinner. The table setting and the atmosphere was above and beyond 

what I had expected. And of course, the food was delicious. I was thinking the one empty 

chair to my right was not empty because Jesus was there with us. The lighting of the candles 

and prayer to thank God before beginning the Shabbat was a wonderful touch. This was a nice 

evening with my Bethel friends. 

    Shabbat is observed in Jewish households each Friday night at sunset to mark the beginning 

of the Jewish Sabbath, or “Jewish day of rest.” The celebration ends after nightfall on Saturday. 
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BONFIRE WITH A PURPOSE 
 

     A beautiful Fall evening, a cozy bonfire and a group of Bethel friends enjoying hotdogs and 
good conversation.  That was the scene on Saturday night, Oct. 22, for the second bonfire held 
on our church property to let folks, “toss their fears into the fire” like in a popular contempo-
rary Christian song. 

     “Fear is a Liar” is a song recorded by Zach Williams.  It states that fear will lie to you and 
take away your happiness.  The song suggests that you can stand up to “Fear” by casting your 
cares into a fire. 

     Gary and Nina Hayes initiated the idea for a bonfire to give Bethel members and friends the 
chance to do just as the song suggests.  They had a bonfire in a contained fire pit.  They pro-
vided paper and pens to write down your fears or worries and then you could cast them into 
the fire.  In other words, give your fears to God.  Thanks to Nina and Gary for the idea and the 
initiative to bring it to life. 
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BRING YOUR FURRY FRIENDS TO  
BETHEL’S PET BLESSING AND FUN DOG SHOW NOV. 5 

 

     Do you think you have the cutest doggie on the block?  
Or the smallest, largest, most talented or maybe the one 
with the waggiest tail or best costume? 

     Bring your dog to the Bethel UMC Pet Blessing Event 
and Fun Dog Show to find out. It will be held Saturday, 
Nov. 5, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  There will be various fun 
categories with prizes awarded, and a Pet Parade.  All 
pets are welcome.  Bring your cats, bunnies or any other 
pets you have.  We ask that they are fully vaccinated and 
must be on a leash or in a carrier, and that they are well-
behaved. 

     Pets will be blessed by Pastor Jeff Fothergill or by Chaplain Shirley Martka in the church 
courtyard throughout the day.  We will also serve refreshments, including doggie treats. 

     You can pre-register online at www.bethelunitedmethodist.org or register in person the 
morning of the event.  Invite your neighbors to bring their pets and join in the fun. 

 
 

THE FABULOUS COLORS OF FALL 
 

When calendars turn to October and November, we are reminded once again,   
of the pure beauty that we can appreciate in God’s world.  The trees glimmer    
in golden yellow and red, and acorns crunch under our feet on the ground.     
The leaves swish in the autumn breeze. 

 

We know we will soon be cuddled by the fireplace.  Winter is around the corner. 
This is the time of year that I love to take a walk in the forest, on a quest to find 
the “perfect” leaf.  The distinct shapes of maple and oak leaves, and the heart-
shaped redbud are ones I gather first.  Each is uniquely beautiful, and yet, very 
seldom do I ever find one that could be considered “perfect.” 

 

It reminds me that no one is “perfect,” but we are all created by God.  And in  
our own way, each person is beautiful, and we all are an important part of God’s 
world.  Join me, if you can, and take a walk to truly appreciate Autumn, 2022. 
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MIRACLES HAPPEN... 

 

     Miracles happen in her backyard, almost daily, from late September and into October.  Barb 
Jacobs has nurtured Monarch  butterflies for several years now.  She begins by planting their 
favorite menu of milkweed that the larvae eat, and various flowering plants that the adult 
Monarch flock to for nectar. 

     She identifies the Monarch caterpillars in the spring, and brings them into a protected 
nesting area where they eat, and eventually form their chrysalis.  This is when the “miracle” 
takes place, and the caterpillar is transformed into the beautiful, bright orange, black and 
white Monarch butterfly. 

     Barb is there to witness as each of her little prodigies emerges and will take flight.  She can 
identify male and female Monarchs and she assigns each a special name.  From Ace and Si-
mon to Ursula and Lily, Sarge and Brody, Shasta and Willow.  How many people have such a 
special talent for releasing unending beauty into our world? 

     We all thank you, Barb.  And we say “thank you” for sharing your photos on Facebook.   
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A SPECIAL TIME TO BE THANKFUL 
 

     During Fellowship after church recently, Gary Hayes was telling this reporter about a lot of 

turkeys gathered together nearby his house. The conversation was interrupted and I didn’t 

find out any more details about the sighting. Did Gary say a flock, gaggle, group, brood, gang 

of turkeys, or simply “a bunch” as I would?  Any of these terms are used for turkeys flocking 

together as is their habit. Turkeys are very social birds they say. Their gaggling noise like a  

conversation among them is distinctive.  One of the more interesting names for turkeys to-

gether is rafters. The internet tells us this is because turkeys in the wild sleep in trees or roost 

domestically in other high places. 

     And turkeys hold their place in our history with the first Thanksgiving-- the gathering of the 

Pilgrims and Native Americans for a feast as we were taught in school. Today Thanksgiving is 

sometimes referred to as “Turkey Day.” 

 

     But turkey was not always as 

plentiful or taken for granted as    

it is today. For many of our older 

congregation, their Thanksgiving 

dinner was more likely chicken or 

even pheasant, wild goose, duck, 

or other game bird brought home 

by hunters in the family.   

 

     The menu of the day is less important than the idea of giving thanks—Thanksgiving. Pray-

ers of thanks to God for the many blessings we have. Prayers and whatever help we can give 

to those who will not have a bountiful meal. Thanks for the gathering of family and friends. 

Thanks for safe holiday travel. Thanks for our Bethel family. 

 

     And, oh, yes, for the record, not one of those 

wild turkeys will show up on the Hayes' dinner     

table. "It is the season and legal," Gary notes,    

"but shooting one in your own back yard doesn't 

seem fair." A Happy Thanksgiving to All! 
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HANGING OF THE GREENS 

Worship Service 

Sunday, November 27, 2022 @ at noon 

Join us as we adorn our historic sanctuary in preparation for Advent and Christmas!  

 

Have you ever wondered about how Christmas trees came to be,  

why we hang wreaths and evergreens at Christmas time?  

 

Bring a dish to share for lunch after the morning worship service then join us in the sanctuary 

to hear and share stories of the history behind traditions, listen to scripture readings, sing 

Christmas Carols, help hang the sanctuary greens and enjoy Plum Pudding cake! 

Come home to a joyous Christmas at Bethel! 

  

FAITH IN ACTION 

CIRCLE OF CONCERN’S HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE 
AND CHRISTMAS ADOPTION PROGRAM 

 

The Circle of Concern is in need of gift cards for Thanksgiving dinners and their                 

Christmas adoption program.  Their goal is to distribute one $50 gift card per family         

member at their monthly pantry appointments, starting in November.  

 

Let’s put our faith in action and help them reach their goal of providing a warm & bright 

holiday season for up to 2,400 people who rely on Circle. Any amount will help.  When 

making donations, please note your checks with Circle of Concern on the memo line.    
 

Thanks for your help!  
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BETHEL BAKERS—RECIPES, MIXING BOWLS, COOKIE SHEETS AT THE READY! 
 

     The doors to Bethel’s 2022 Cookie Festival (formerly Walk) opens at 9 a.m. Saturday,     

Dec. 3,  until 1 p.m.  Baker’s note: To stave off a panic attack by our beloved chairman, Barb 

Jacobs, if at all possible please have your cookies, packaged and ready for sale at the church 

Friday, December 2.  Packaging bags and ties are available at the church and instructions for 

the number of cookies and candy based on size for each package will be given. Bakers are 

asked to note special details like contains nuts, sugar free or gluten free. Ruth Anne and Barb 

may be called if more information is needed. 

Successful format returns. Cookies and candy will all be packaged in snowflake decorated 

bags and tied with ribbon. In Fellowship Hall there will be clearly designated signs for tables 

marked for varieties such as Chocolate Chip, etc. There will also be tables of cookies with spe-

cial information (contains nuts, gluten free, sugar free). This format makes shopping much 

easier, healthier and eliminates the slowdown that often occurred when we donned plastic 

gloves and walked through and picked up and boxed our selections.  The price is $3.00 per 

bag. 

Important change and addition. There will be no pre-orders this year.  Those with canine pets 

will be happy to find that there will be packages of homemade dog 

treats.  And yes, the beloved Buckeyes will be available! 

Bakers Needed! The number one “ingredient” for the Cookie Festival 

effort is, of course, Bethel Bakers. Even if everyone does not know who 

you are there is a “You are Wonderful” and “Thank You!” for making this 

event possible. 

Special Note. Left-over cookies and candies are taken to our shut-ins, as 

well as our local police and fire departments.  Now that’s a nice note to 

end on! 

Crafter’s Christmas Holiday Festival Available Upstairs   

     Take the elevator or stairs up to the second floor from the Cookie Festival on Saturday Dec. 

3 from 9-1. So many really interesting, useful, beautiful items available to put you right into 

the Christmas spirit!  It’s a good chance to do some of your Christmas shopping and certainly 

to find decorations you won’t see everywhere else.  The Country Store will be back with its 

popular homemade breads and soups. "Elves”, which may look like familiar Crafters, are there 

to help you with any questions and even with carry out of your packages if necessary.  

See you then! 
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 Louella, Marcella, Ruth, Diane S, Ruth Anne, 

     Thanks for your donation of stamps. — Bethel UMC 

 

Pastor Len, 

     Thanks for fixing the organ and providing a manual for the A/V room.—Bethel UMC 

 

Thanks to all for the unexpected gifts celebrating Pastor Appreciation month!  We’re blessed 
on a daily basis by the heart and passion of the Bethel community.  Thanks again for the 
recognition and love! — Pastor Jeff and Carol 

Giving 

In an effort to make you aware of our ongoing income and expenses   
Bert, our treasurer, has calculated our monthly expenses and we have  

provided a total of our offerings for the given month as follows: 
 
  

                                  Total estimated monthly expenses:                            $11,300 
           Total offerings received as of  10/23/22:                   $10,288 

 
 
 
 
 

Circle of Concern 
 

They are in need of the following items:  
canned chicken, snacks, chili, stew, rice, beans, cereal,   

baking items, body wash, dish soap, pads, tampons, razors 
 

 
Please leave non-perishable food donations in the shopping  

cart next  to the elevator. Thanks for your donations! 
 

 

OPEN Praise Team 
Anyone with singing or instrumental musical talents interested in helping  

the praise team please get in contact with Shirley Martka ASAP. 
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On The Calendar @ Bethel 
 

                                                Bethel Fitness—Mondays & Thursdays @ 9am 
                Crafters & Prayer Shawl Warriors—Thursdays @ 9:30am 
                                   Viewing of The Chosen—Fridays @ 5pm or Sundays after worship  

                          Christian Perspectives Class—Sundays @ 9am 

                                                 Board Meeting—Tuesday, Nov. 1 @ 7pm 
                        Pet Blessings & Fun Pet Show—Saturday, Nov. 5 @10-2pm 
    Communion/Daylight Savings Time Ends—Sunday, Nov. 6 
                                               Juliets’ Luncheon—Tuesday, Nov. 8 at Big Chiefs @ 11:30 
   Listening For God’s Voice (cemetery walk)—Saturday, Nov. 12 
       Hanging Of The Greens Worship Service—Sunday, November 27 @12 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 
 

 
 

Fellowship Time 
Join us for coffee in fellowship hall after worship every Sunday.   

ALL are welcome. 
 

 

Nursery 
Open during Sunday service. 

We are blessed to have a good number of gifted lay leaders  
willing to help make our Zoom service a success. 

 

 Our schedule for November is as follows… 

  Date   Devotion    Music       Lead      Prayer_  ZOOM         PPT 
            11/6      PJeff         Shirley      Louella      PJeff      TBD            TBD 
                      11/13    PJeff         Shirley      Carolyn     PJeff      TBD            TBD  
                      11/20    PJeff         Shirley      Diana        PJeff      TBD            TBD  
                      11/27    PJeff         Shirley      Shirley G   PJeff      TBD            TBD 
                                                   

The ZOOM & PPT Teams arrange their own schedules. 
                  

   We welcome additional volunteers, please call if interested.  Training is provided. 

 

Counters Schedule 

  Dale/Sheila RuthAnne/Bert RuthAnne/Suzi Bert/Debbie  

November 6 13 20 27  

Contribution Recordkeeping Schedule 

 Sheila RuthAnne/Bert Bert Bert  

November 6 13 20 27  
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Bethel United Methodist Church 
17500 Manchester Road 

Wildwood, MO 63038-1907 
 

NOVEMBER 2022 

 News! 

Please Join Us Sunday For Service 
Service will be LIVE in the sanctuary 

 @ 10 a.m. or you can use one of the following: 

 

Church webpage: www.bethelunitedmethodist.org 

Facebook Live: https: //www.facebook.com/BethelUMCWildwood “Like Us” on Facebook. 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood  

Zoom: Please contact the church office at 636-458-2255 to receive the link. 

 

Bethel United Methodist Church  

                  Love God,  

                      Love Others,  

                          Serve All! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bethelunitedmethodist.org/
https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood

