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EXODUS 20:12 — HONOR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER 
      Special Days Set Aside.  Mother’s Day in May and Father’s Day in June have been desig-

nated to honor our parents in our modern world.  More telephone calls are said to be made 

on Mother’s Day than nearly any other day on the calendar. Gifts are bought and sent or    

given directly. But does a box of candy or flowers, a new necktie or tool set fulfill the 5th Com-

mandment set forth by God? A reading of this Commandment shows it is the only one that 

has a promise attached, that, if you follow this commandment, things may go well with you 

and that “your days may be long in the land that the Lord is giving you.”  

     Jesus Obeyed His parents. In Luke 2:51 after Jesus was missing following their visit to     

Jerusalem, his parents found him in the Temple listening and speaking to the scholars there. 

Even though he was about his heavenly Father’s business he returned with Mary and Joseph 

to Nazareth and scripture says “he was obedient to them, and his mother treasured these 

things in her heart.”  

     Mothers Day. It has been an official national holiday since 1914. 

Mothers Day as we know it is to honor mothers and by extension    

relatives and friends who take on roles of mothering—“spiritual  

mothers” like Mary,  mother of Jesus and Elizabeth. It is a special 

bond, but as we recognize not all mother-child relationships are     

perfect and there are reasons for estrangement at times. Mother’s Day can also be the     

time for the gift of forgiveness. Forgiving  is a constant refrain in Jesus’ teaching. 

     Fathers Day. Father’s Day reminds us to reflect on the importance     

of   fatherhood, paternal bonds and the influence within our families and 

church. The men of Bethel congregation get a special round of apprecia-

tion: fathers, step-fathers, grandfathers, great-grandfathers, uncles,    

brothers, sons-in-law, friends, teachers—all who lend their time, talents 

love and care to their families, church and community.  



 2 

 

 ANNUAL PLANT SALE ATTRACTS SHOPPERS 
JUST IN TIME FOR MOTHER’S DAY 

 
     Moms everywhere were surprised with colorful planters, hanging baskets and a variety of 
garden flowers from the Bethel Wildwood Church Annual Plant Sale held May 13.  There were 
also vegetable plants, herbs, ground cover and indoor choices from Christmas cactus to aloe 
plants available at the sale. 
     Chairman Barb Jacobs and her church-wide team of helpers filled Fellowship Hall with the 
array of plants.  Bethel Crafters displayed their unique handcrafted items as well.   
     Bethel schedules the plant sale in early spring, timed for outdoor planting and especially 
for Mother’s Day.  Barb is our plant expert who grows many of the plants from seed and is 
ready to answer all questions from shoppers.  Many plants, such as iris and daylilies are sup-
plied from the yards of church members.   
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AFTER CHURCH HOSPITALITY TIME GETS NEW NAME & PARTICIPATION 

     We have to admit, as a church body we especially enjoy Passing the Peace, Holy Visiting, 

greeting each other, meeting and welcoming newcomers as part of our worship. And then we 

also have a long tradition of enjoying getting together after church for fellowship over a cup 

of coffee and a tasty treat. 

     Individuals on the hospitality committee—whom we need to take time to thank--took it 

upon themselves to provide something for Sunday, but it lacked organization. To the rescue:   

Diana Walsh and Louella Phipps. They got the ball rolling. Emails, asking for participation    

ensued. A sign-up sheet appeared in Fellowship Hall: Bethel Sunday Fellowship Food Sign-Up  

with space to put your name by a date and to indicate by a code the type of food you would 

be bringing (sweet, fruit, veggie, cheese, crackers, chips, or other.) The current sheet runs 

from May 7 to July 2. Email sign-up sheet has also been sent to a list of those who have indi-

cated an interest in participating.  A big boost comes from the  Crafters who now take each 

first Sunday of every month! 

     Now Named Hospitality Group.  This designation (newly named by Pastor Jeff) describes 

better than “committee” the number of participants that have signed up and that participa-

tion is open and welcome. To start with, says Diana Walsh, our group will focus on providing 

snacks for fellowship enjoyment following our Sunday church. “But I envision the group will 

handle other gatherings in the future besides after church fellowship.  This would include Pot 

Luck meals and special gatherings such as the Pizza Lunch between presentations on Sunday 

March 12. For the time being we will just get a system started and going so we can eventually 

spread out the duties involved in having fellowship and hospitality at Bethel.” 

 

Choices, Choices. Pam Q 

deciding which to take.  

Getting together after church service  

for Fellowship and catching up. 
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 GIVE A SHOUT OUT TO OUR GARDENING TEAM 

     The vegetable garden just north of the  parsonage, set in from Manchester Road, has in 
the past few years been a Godsend to the Circle of Concern Food Bank. Barb Jacobs, Ruth 
Anne Krueger and Ginger Doherty have taken on the job for another season. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

     The garden inside its protective fence is divided into three sections. Before planting there 
is a lot of preparation and even some heavy lifting to be done. Planting, consistent watering, 
weeding and hopefully harvest follow. Ginger has already completed the work for her section 
having planted okra, lettuce, spinach, eggplant, sweet peas, cabbage, zucchini, basil, and   
several varieties of squash, tomatoes, peppers, and flowers.  And new for this year… she has 
included oregano, parsley, and thyme.  More preparations are underway this third week in 
May and soon will be completed in the two sections by Barb and Ruth Anne, who will be 
planting peppers, tomatoes, cucumbers, zucchini, and sunflowers. 
     Harvest brings a whole new set of activity. Each Monday morning Barb and Ruth Anne 
pick, wash and pack vegetables in trays and deliver to Circle of Concern. Barb says they are 
always so grateful to have this fresh food that it "makes it all worthwhile!“  

Yeah, team and thank you! 
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 MEMORIAL DAY FLAGS PLACED IN CEMETERIES 
HONOR THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED OUR NATION 

   
     The tradition of placing flags on the graves of servicemen for Memorial 
Day goes back for more than 70 years.  It began in 1948 when the 3rd U.S. 
Infantry Regiment, known as “The Old Guard,” was designated as the offi-
cial ceremonial unit.  Beginning just days before Memorial Day each year, 
the task includes placing flags on 228,000 headstones at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, and at the U.S. Soldier’s and Airmen’s Home National 
Cemetery.  The Army refers to it as “Flags-In.” 
     In St. Louis the Boy Scouts of America take on the job.  Last year, an 
estimated 5,000  Scouts decorated the graves of American veterans in 
cemeteries all across the area.  As each flag was placed, the Scout would 
read the name of the veteran and thank the person for his or her service.   

     Year after year, Boy Scouts have helped our church members placing flags at Bethel  
Cemetery.  This year volunteers were asked to gather at the church at 9 a.m. Saturday,   
May 27.  Lists were provided identifying the location of the graves of soldiers.  The flags  
will be removed on June 3. 
     The proper placement of each flag is to insert the flag “in front of the headstone, exactly 
one boot length from the stone.” 
     The 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment is the oldest active duty infantry unit in the Army, having 
served since 1784. It has the distinction of serving as the Escort to the President, and is the 
Army’s official ceremonial unit.  The unit provides security for Washington D.C. in time of na-
tional emergency or civil disturbance.  They also have the duty of maintaining a 24-hour vigil 
at the Tomb of the Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery and providing military funeral 
escorts. 
     In 1847 the 3rd Regiment had a successful bayonet charge against the enemy during the 
Mexican War at Cerro Gordo.  In honor of this, the regiment was granted the distinction of 
passing in review with bayonets fixed during parades.  This is only one instance when the  
Regiment has served the nation with distinction in battles and special assignments.  
     The discretion of whether to have the U.S. flag in its sanctuary is the choice of each indi-
vidual church.  The flag of the United States is displayed in Bethel’s sanctuary, situated to the 
right of the clergyman.  The Christian flag is to the left of the clergyman.  Many Christians feel 
that the flag represents our country’s Freedom of Religion.  June 14 is recognized as “Flag 
Day” in America, commemorating the adoption of the Stars and Stripes as the official flag     
of the United States.  
     The United States flag has 13 stripes, representing the original colonies.  The 50 stars     
represent the 50 states of the union.  Each color is also symbolic:  Red for hardiness and valor, 
White for purity and innocence, and Blue for vigilance, perseverance and justice.  
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 OUR CRAFTERS PREPARE RETURN TO PARSONAGE WORK AND SHOW SPACE 

   

        It’s hard to believe it was June of 2019 when the great decluttering and reorganizing   

prepared the parsonage for the new pastor’s family. The Crafters occupied both levels of the 

parsonage to store materials and provide work space for their wonderful creative work. The 

group moved lock, stock and barrel across the driveway into several new spaces—some in  

unused Sunday school rooms and additional areas off the kitchen.  Making use of the hallway 

and entry room on the second floor of the education building, they continued their work.    

Ruth Anne Krueger says the Crafters will now keep everything on the first floor of the parson-

age and the “garage” annex will be their major work and storage place.  The basement of the 

building can only be accessed by a very steep stairway and is the only entry or exit from the 

space.  It is simply a hazard to use. As with all basements, and even after many fixes, damp-

ness remains a problem. 

   Carpeting has been taken up and the hardwood floors restored and refinished by a refinish-

er suggested by Tony and Suzi Hladky, and according to the Crafters “are beautiful.”  Vinyl 

plank flooring has been installed in the kitchen area. The Crafters have been busy with the 

usual deep cleaning, repairs and painting  needed for new occupancy. Packing up has already 

begun where possible. All that work is underway or completed and a story on the great       

return move will come in a later of edition of Open Door. 
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Giving 

In an effort to make you aware of our ongoing income and expenses   
Bert, our treasurer, has calculated our monthly expenses and we have  

provided a total of our offerings for the given month as follows: 
 

                                      Total estimated monthly expenses:                   $12,600 
                                Total offerings received as of  5/22/23:                  $11,238 

 
 
 

Circle of Concern 
 

They are currently in need of the following items:  
peanut butter & jelly, pasta, potato/rice mixes, cereal,  

snacks, canned chicken, beans, soup, condiments,  
baking items, body wash, shampoo,    

cleaning products 
 
 

Please leave non-perishable food donations in the shopping  
cart next  to the elevator. Thanks for your donations! 

     
   

    Diane D,  

       Thanks for your donation of stamps. — Bethel UMC 

   Bethel Cemetery, 

     I would like to thank all the men that kept the cemetery looking so nice. It is a big job 
     and I always appreciate all they do. — Virginia (Ginny) Harrison 

   Dear Friends, 

     Your prayers and concerns are so appreciated for our daughter Jenna as she went through 
     the unwanted journey of discovering, testing, diagnosing, and finally removing cancer in  
     her body. We are so very fortunate that she got tested before the cancer had spread.  
    Thank you so much for all of your prayers, concern, and a big bundle of wonderful cards:-)!  
     For those who reached out and spoke with me about their own personal experience,  
     I truly appreciate that you shared this with us as there are so many unknowns in the  
     diagnosis,  surgery, and recovery process. Our love to you!  — Diane and Karl 

 

OPEN Praise Team 

Anyone with singing or instrumental musical talents interested in helping  
the praise team please get in contact with Shirley Martka ASAP. 
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On The Calendar @ Bethel 
                                                Bethel Fitness—Mondays & Thursdays @ 9am 
                                 Music Ministry Practice—Tuesdays @ 10am 
                Crafters & Prayer Shawl Warriors—Thursdays @ 9:30am 

                          Christian Perspectives Class—Sunday, June 4 @ 9am 

                                                 Board Meeting—Tuesday, June 6 @ 7pm 
                                          Annual Conference—Friday, June 9 at St Charles Convention Ctr 
Listening For God’s Voice (cemetery walk)—Saturday, June 10 
                                                      Communion—Sunday, June 11 @ 10am 
                                              Juliets’ Luncheon—Tuesday, June 13 - Big Chiefs @ 11:30 
                                    Father’s Day Breakfast—Saturday, June 17 @ 8am 
                                                       Father’s Day—Sunday, June 18 

                          Christian Perspectives Class—Sunday, June 18 @ 9am 
                                                                                                                                                           
 

Fellowship Time 
Join us for coffee in fellowship hall after worship every Sunday.  All are welcome. 

 
  

Nursery 
Childcare provided during Sunday service. 

 

We are blessed to have a good number of gifted lay leaders  
willing to help make our Zoom service a success. 

 

 Our schedule for June is as follows… 

  Date   Devotion    Music       Lead      Prayer_  ZOOM       PPT 
             6/4     PJeff         Shirley     Louella      PJeff        TBD          TBD 
                       6/11   PJeff         Shirley     Carolyn      PJeff        TBD          TBD  
                       6/18   PJeff         Shirley      Don           PJeff        TBD          TBD  
                       6/25   PJeff         Shirley      Diana        PJeff        TBD          TBD 
                                                                          

The ZOOM & PPT Teams arrange their own schedules.    

Counters Schedule 

  Dale/Sheila RuthAnne/Bert RuthAnne/Suzi Bert/Debbie RuthAnne/Barb 

June 4 11 18 25 n/a 

Contribution Recordkeeping Schedule 

 Sheila RuthAnne/Bert Bert Bert Bert 

June 4 11 18 25 n/a 
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Bethel United Methodist Church 
17500 Manchester Road 

Wildwood, MO 63038-1907 
 

Please Join Us Sunday For Service 
Service will be LIVE in the sanctuary 

 @ 10 a.m. or you can use one of the follow ing: 

 

Church webpage: www.bethelunitedmethodist.org 

Facebook Live: https: / / www.facebook.com/ BethelUMCWildwood “Like Us” on Facebook. 

YouTube:  https:/ / www.youtube.com/ BethelUMCWildwood   

Zoom: Please contact the church office at 636 -458-2255 to receive the link. 

 

Bethel United Methodist Church  

                  Love God,  

                      Love Others,  

                          Serve All! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bethelunitedmethodist.org/
https://www.youtube.com/BethelUMCWildwood

